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Trading Hut
Re-opening Sunday 13th February 2022
10-12.30pm
We have some planted up hyacinths, tulips and other ready planted spring flowering bulbs,
shrubs and house plants as possible Valentine’s Gifts ready for our esteemed Members.
We’re still hoping to open Saturdays too, but for this we need more people to join the
volunteers rota. Please get in touch if you would like to join us at this horticultural hub.
Eveline Cragg Jordan Tel:0742 113 6968 / evesjardin@icloud.com
Trading Secretary LHS

AGM and quiz night Wednesday 23rd March 2022 7.30pm for 8pm start
In person at the Old Library, West Norwood, be there or be square

Flower Arranging Classes
Ever thought you would like to enter the floral art classes in the LHS shows, but lacked the
expertise?
The group NPG Activities Hub meets every Tuesday daytime in school terms, at the
Old Library, 14-16 Knight's Hill, West Norwood, SE27 0HY.
Among numerous classes held (tai chi and much else!), we have a flower arranging class
with a professionally qualified tutor, only £5 for each 2-hour class, 10.30am to 12.30pm.
Enquiries to 020 8670 5456 or jill.dudman@btinternet.com
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Letter from the North
Dear Friends,
I have just been re-reading the letter I sent
back in January about our garden in 2020. By the
narrowest of margins I think Ken and I have managed a little better this year. It is, however, a very
good thing that ‘wilding’ your garden has been such
a feature this year – at least we are in
fashion. [Despite that I do wish it were not quite so
fashionable].

Epiphyllum ‘Christmas Cactus’

The garden could be safely ignored for the
first 18 days of January as we had snow. There was
just enough to cover everything and not thaw, not
the type to need a digger to rescue you. When the
thaw finally arrived it was a very good job as it
rained the way Noah would have recognised and
had it been snow instead we would have been in
serious difficulties. February started by copying
January. On two days I had to use the hair dryer on
the front door frame as it had frozen shut and
couldn’t be opened and the milk arrived as ice lollies!

At the present time – waiting in the wings – are
three big bowls of hyacinths. This year I started
them in the spare bedroom under a big black plastic
bag. I decided to re-try the prepared bulbs. Results
in the past have been very mixed and I have been
using only the top grade garden ones for a few
years, and starting them in the garage but they run a
serious risk of demolition by four-legged, furry
fiends.
These same furry fiends have been very troublesome recently. I spent a good deal of my time in
September, October and November planting up a
number of pots with tulips, daffs and crocus and
repotting several of the pots of lilies. During the
long, cold, excessively windy [gusts hit 90 m.p.h.
one night]weather there was no problem, but as
soon as the temperature rose and it rained Ken and I
went out one morning to find that at least eight of
the pots had been dug over. In some cases there
wasn’t even much compost left in the pot. We usually covered the pots with wire mesh but Ken had
used it on the vegetable beds in the garden and it
had remained there, and several weeks without trouble had lulled me into a false sense of all being
well. Needless to say they are now all covered but
what the Spring display will be like only time will
tell.

For quite some time now I have been using the
Council-run Access Bus to get to Morrisons once a
week, mainly for food etc. but each week I go and
poke about in the floristry department – not for cut
flowers but for the small pots of plants they also
have. With the garden inaccessible for weeks on
end I like to have growing things to tend indoors
[Ken is in charge of the greenhouse]. Some of the
old stalwarts got very big and I had to find other
homes for a few of them [having taken cuttings and
got them rooted first]. There are a couple of very
busy branches of Freegle* here and all the plants
and spare cuttings I have put on “Offer” have been
snapped up very quickly. After flowering any of
the perennial plants go to the greenhouse for ‘rest
and recuperation’. The exception to this are the tender plants, the orchids in particular remain in the
bathroom where there is just room for 5 pots on the
windowsill.

There was an odd occurrence in the
Autumn. I decided to do a chop-and-weed job on
the narrow bed at the top of our drive. I had barely
begun on the weeding when I spotted what I took to
be a mushroom growing, instead I found a half buried egg! Daughter Michele has had this happen a
couple of times in her garden in Sheffield where she
has badgers and foxes. I knew there was a fox
roaming around but an EGG! There are no chickens for at least half a mile – a long way to carry an
egg. Maybe the milkman had delivered a box of
eggs to a neighbour with their milk and they found
five not six?

When some interesting ferns and other decorative foliage plants appeared in the shop I decided
to have a display of foliage pots on one
table. Unfortunately, unlike a nursery, the plants
are only labelled as “Indoor Plants” so exactly
which ferns, begonias calathea and philodendron
are in the group is a mystery. My two gigantic
Christmas Cacti flowered profusely on cue and the
two [different flower shapes and shades of pink]
have taken centre stage in place of a Christmas
tree.

There were high spots in the year. The bulbs
kept going for a long time with the weather so cool
3

[there were several days of snow at the start of
April, but later in the month we were looking for
rain] and the lilies really did their best despite not
having been repotted. The weather also suited the
quince which had a really good crop of fruit and the
quince jelly I made is the best for some years.

A bonus was BBC website coverage and the benefit
of a professional photographer, who has supplied the
accompanying photos - jimgroverphotography.com

Ken and I did our best to pretend there was no such
thing as Covid by staying busy at home but we did
miss our trips to the Harrogate Shows and visits to
gardens and nurseries; also visits by friends and family were rare. Now we have a new year to look forward to and Ken and I wish you all a happy, healthy
2022.
*A nationwide e mail contact service run by volunteers set up to recycle things locally and save them
Handicraft Judge Susan Sharpe
going to landfill. Folks 'Offer ' things they want to
shift or place 'Wanted' requests and hope their timing
is right.
A morning of judging, then doors freely open to public with the usual tea and cake and bargains from the
Hut. New and seasoned visitors in a spacious hall; all
in all a successful show, and especially significant in
these trying times.
.

Front garden display

The Autumn Show 2021
After a 2 year suspension, LHS was finally able to
put on an ‘in person’ show. Which to my mind rather
demonstrates LHS resilience in what was after all, its

Sisters or mother and daughter?

70th year! A platinum anniversary.

I can attest to the roses being wonderfully fragrant as
well as pleasing to the eye!

Home grown ‘real flowers’!
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The Dulwich Society
Online Spring gardens talk with
Fergus Garrett:
“Succession planting for a long season”
7.30pm, Monday 4th April 2022
The Dulwich Society’s Spring garden talk this year
will be by Fergus Garrett, head gardener at Great
Dixter and one of the UK’s most influential gardeners.

Freshly picked that morning!

In his illustrated talk, Fergus will use the magnificent
Long Border at Great Dixter as an example of how to
plan a long season border using structural plants,
underplanting and interplanting with bulbs, use of
self-sowers, pockets of bedding, masking with
climbers and good maintenance. Fergus will explain
how to choose the right plants that offer contrasting
shapes, textures and foliage from different seasons to
produce multi-layered long season communities.
Fergus Garrett became head gardener at Great Dixter
in 1992, working closely with Christopher Lloyd
until Christopher’s death in 2006. Since then he has
become Chief Executive of the Great Dixter
Charitable Trust. Fergus works full-time, hands-on in
the garden, as well as writing and lecturing extensively across the world. He was awarded the coveted
Victoria Medal of Honour by the RHS in 2019.

Perfect produce

The talk is being given in association with Bell
House Dulwich, with any surplus going towards
garden activities at Bell House. Tickets £7
–
Book through www.bellhouse.co.uk/events .

An entrant with
show organsier Bob Tydeman

Great Dixter flower border in glorious June
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Tidying-up West Norwood Cemetery
The massive increase in cemetery visitors associated with lockdown, taking their daily walk, together with
staff shortages, has made it difficult to keep emptying the litter bins on a regular basis. The result has been
litter, litter everywhere whether by animal action (crows, foxes, magpies, squirrels?) or simply strong
winds; never have so many coffee cups been seen blowing around. Additionally, dead branches and vegetation can be seen lying on the ground.
Happily, a wonderful effort has been inspired by Friends of West Norwood Cemetery members Madeline
Brockbanks and Sue Williams to organise a resumption of FOWNC working parties, with the aim of helping spruce up the cemetery.
Having received the blessing of the cemetery management and been assured that a supply of large rubbish
bags would be forthcoming, the next step was to ensure that all prospective volunteers were paid-up
FOWNC members for insurance purposes. Our risk assessment having been approved and circulated to all
volunteers, the result has been working parties on most Saturday mornings since about the end of February,
each attended by 10 or so volunteers. A great deal of rubbish has been collected; in one case the accumulated bags were deemed too heavy for Lambeth Parks to clear away!
A problem of course is that litter continues to appear in the cemetery. Be this as it may, it is hoped to continue the working parties throughout the Spring and Summer months and in time to move on to tidying up
some of the graves in the historic areas of the cemetery, for example very carefully clearing unwanted
vegetation off them.
More volunteers will always be welcome: contact secretary@fownc.org

-§-

Above is a picture taken on an exceptionally sunny 1st February, (Imbolc as well as the Oriental Lunar New
Year), of the impressive portico to a once stately Orangery. Although less than a mile from where I live it
had escaped my knowledge for several years, hidden as it is within a council estate in the area of Clapham
Common.
The Orangery was designed in the Palladian style by Dr William Burgh in 1793 on the landscaped estate of
the Thornton family.
Robert Thornton, was a successful merchant who became a Director of the Bank of England. His grandson
took a great interest in landscape and developed what was to be described in a guide book of the time as an
‘ornamental park’. A stream ran through the property and it boasted a grotto. Although its finest feature was
its fine Orangery with columns of Portland stone and Ionic capitals of Coade stone. Coade being a popular
artificial stone that was used for decorative features such as urns and statues, that stood up well to the elements. It originally had double glazed sashes to protect the plants. The pediment is decorated by swags of
roses, fir cones and leaves but the bit I like most is what is written on the entablature;
‘Hic ver assidum atque aliensis mensibus aestas’ Here is perpetual Spring and a Summer beyond her season.
From Virgil’s Georgics. A plain interior, it was used for plants and entertaining. From 1851 - 1939 the entire
estate was run as a convent school by French nuns. The mansion being demolished like so many others in
the 1940’s. Thankfully the Orangery still survives surrounded by the Notre Dame Estate begun in 1947. The
building is listed as grade II.
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Dear Readers,
I have never previously recommended a book, but I was sent details about a new book a while back and
once I dived in, found it a very informative, delightfully illustrated and most importantly, very readable
book on a subject of interest to many of us. Here is a note from the author, Bernd Brunner;
Please let me take the liberty to introduce myself. My book "Taming Fruit" incorporates science, cultural
anthropology, and history to make a case that understanding fruit cultivation in orchards and beyond is essential to understanding the evolution of humans' relationship to nature.
The first 'orchards' may have been oases dotted with date trees, where desert nomads stopped to rest. In the
Amazon, indigenous tribes maintained mosaic gardens centuries before colonization. Modern fruit cultivation developed over thousands of years in the East and the West. As populations expanded, fruit trees sprang
from the lush gardens of the wealthy and monasteries to fields and roadsides, changing landscapes as they
fed the hungry.
It is published by Greystone Books, translated from the German by Dr. Lori Lantz.
https://greystonebooks.com/collections/bernd-brunner/products/taming-fruit
Some endorsements:
“This rich combination of glorious illustrations with cultural history, botany, anthropology and personal anecdote will enthral and delight anyone curious about the origins of orchards and the fruit they bear.” —
Helena Attlee, author of The Land Where Citrus Grow
“A beautiful exploration of the life-giving bonds between trees, fruits, and people. Brunner is an astute guide
to the fascinating reciprocal relationships between orchards and human culture.”—David George Haskell,
author and Pulitzer finalist of The Forest Unseen, and Burroughs Medalist, The Songs of Trees. Professor,
University of the South
"In Taming Fruit, Bernd Brunner takes his readers on a sweet pilgrimage. We go in search of orchards large
and small, both close and faraway, and meet a curious cast of characters, from orchardists and fruit breeders
to pomological pioneers. An exquisitely beautiful and fascinating book.”—Caroline Eden, author
of Samarkand and Red Sand
"Taming Fruit is an enchanting journey through the world of orchards and botanical curiosities. We learn,
among other things, about medieval orchards, picking cherries and apples, pomegranates and quinces. Brunner is a captivating guide, who gives us a remarkable menu of esoteric, and not so esoteric, botanical expertise. And we learn about sheep and orchard undergrowth into the bargain! Beautifully illustrated and written
with infectious and cultured enthusiasm, anyone who is even a tentative gardener will cherish this lovely
book."—Brian Fagan, author of The Intimate Bond
“Amidst all the doom and gloom about the destruction of nature, a beam of light: Bernd Brunner’s fantastic
book opens our eyes for the orchard as a way of life in which nature and culture co-exist. I’m now dreaming
of the world as one gigantic orchard, teeming with life." —Christian Schwägerl, journalist biologist and author of The Anthropocene
My earlier books were reviewed in major publications such as the TLS, NYT, WSJ, The New Yorker, The
Times etc. I'm an alum of the John-F.-Kennedy-Institute for North American Studies at the Free University
of Berlin and of the Logan Nonfiction Program. I'm also working with W. W. Norton and Yale University
Press.
Bernd Brunner, M.A.
Ackerstr. 13, D-10115 Berlin, Germany
twitter: @BrunnerBernd
www.berndbrunner.com
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LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY CONTACT LIST

www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
Chair
Tony Pizzoferro
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way
West Norwood
London
SE27 9HR

Secretary and Membership Secretary
Rhiannon Harlow Smith
32 Chatsworth Way
London
SE27 9HN

Phone: 020 8761 5543 /
pizzoferrotony@gmail.com

Phone: 020 8244 9317
email:secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Outings Organiser
Brendan Byrne
10A The Pavement
Chapel Road
SE27 0UN
Phone: 020 8761 5651

Trading Secretary
Eveline Cragg
8a The Woodlands
Beulah Hill
London
SE19 3EG
Phone: 0742 133 6968

Email: brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk

email:evesjardin@icloud.com

Show Secretary
Bob Tydeman
58 Gipsy Hill
London
SE19 1PD

Editor
Heather Miranda
36 Clarence Crescent
Clapham
SW4 8LJ

Phone: 020 8766 6438

heathermira567@gmail.com

showsecretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
Hillary Box - webmaster@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
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