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Nymans in July
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Lambeth Country Show
Brockwell Park 20th and 21st July 2019

Hugely popular, with long queues to see the exhibits. It was estimated that there were 188 exhibits from
more than 90 exhibitors. Positive feedback from exhibitors many of whom indicated that they would return
again next year. It was recorded that an estimated 3500 members of the public visited the vegetable
character exhibits, which subsequently fed in to the flower show.  Despite the newly installed wall, there was
a pleasant atmosphere and good weather. The horticultural area and farm area, with animals from Vauxhall
city farm, were very popular and there was best in breed of the ovine, including long wool, short wool,
primitive, hill and heath, city farms and primitive breeds. The alpacas also proved a hit. Another successful
year!

START SPREADIN’ THE NEWS ... PUBLICISING THE LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

One of the themes that emerged from the membership survey was publicity, so the Committee has been
thinking about how we can raise awareness of Lambeth Horticultural Society and attract more new mem-

bers and more people to our events.

I already have a mailing list of more than 30 local people and organisations to whom I email the poster for
our talk every month.  If you know of anyone else who might like to have information about our talks and

might like to join our email circulation list, please let me know.

We are also looking for people who could take a poster to display on their local community notice board,
at their doctor’s surgery, church hall or wherever.  If you could help with this, please get in touch.

Lastly, if you’re on social media, please like our page on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.  If you’re not
on social media, please spread the word to friends and neighbours who are and encourage them to like

and follow us.

@LambethHortUK

 https://www.facebook.com/LambethHortUK

Gabrielle Garton Grimwood

Publicity officer

publicity@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
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LHS OUTING TO NYMANS AND FALCONHURST:  SATURDAY 13 JULY 2019

A coachload from LHS had the good fortune to visit Nymans in West Sussex on a beautiful summer’s day on
Saturday 13 July. T he gardens, which were established by Ludwig Messel in 1890, cover 33 acres and are a
grade 1 historic landscape.    They were created around the expeditions of famous plant hunters and fea-
ture specimens from China, Nepal, Tasmania, Chile, South Africa and New Zealand.  Taken on by the Na-
tional Trust in 1953 the gardens are divided into a number of different areas:  top garden, summer
borders, sunken garden, rose garden, wall garden, rock and heath gardens etc.

The summer borders which are the centrepiece of the wall garden were filled with a mix of very flamboy-
ant and colourful perennials and annuals.  The gardeners have the task every spring of planting over 6000
annuals in the borders – not a job that I would relish.

The garden has a vast collection of trees including reputedly the tallest tree in Sussex – a giant Redwood -
various types of cornus and a couple of trees that particularly caught my eye - Aluma apiculata (Chilean
myrtle) and Crinodendron Patagua (lily of the valley tree).   There was also a long avenue of lime trees
which filled the air with the most wonderful fragrance.

The house at Nymans was devastated by a fire in 1947 leaving most of the house a ruin.  Several rooms
were saved from the fire and are displayed almost exactly as they were when Anne, Countess of Rosse and
mother of Anthony Armstrong Jones, lived in them from 1979 to 1992.

After a leisurely look around the gardens and house, there was just enough time to enjoy the delights of
the café and buy a couple of plants from the well-stocked nursery before moving on to Falconhurst.

Jean Gray

The remains of Nymans house after the
1947 fire
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Falconhurst, Markbeech near Edenbridge

We were welcomed at Falconhurst by its current owner Nicola Talbot who explained the history of the
house and garden.  Interesting to learn it has been  in the same family for 160 years.  The walled garden
was renovated 15 years ago. It is based in the Weald, an area of outstanding natural beauty, where we
were lucky to be served  tea and cake with such beautiful views.

The main  garden had a  heart shaped door and in it was a Magnolia Grandifora. On turning were the cut-
ting gardens which provided flowers for weddings, which were held at the Centre. Further on still there
were greenhouses which were used to propagate the plants for the garden.

Through the Orchard Walk you arrive at the main lawn  with mixed borders  and yonder still an Oak Per-
gola gently swayed. My favourite tree the Maple was at the bottom of the walled garden. The disused
swimming pool  consisted of a mixture of grasses and Salvias , Cosmos and Dahlias.

The ruined  garden beside the original house which was pulled down in the early 1960s  due to dry rot had
box hedging and afforded generous views of Ashdown Forest.  As this is additionally an organic farm the
owners were in the process of  renovating barns for a farm shop duly intended for 2019.

Nicola explained her influences and mentioned Great Dixter and the How Green Nursery as her source of
plants.  She liked being fairly chaotic in her garden design with splashes of colour, juxtaposed  with struc-
ture and tones . She liked strongly cut edges and strong walls. Four part time gardeners dedicated them-
selves to the garden.

Antony Glaser

Members enjoying a day out at Falconhurst
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2019 Royal Maundy
 Good news from a long term member of LHS

Doris Woodeson and her husband Donald have been members of LHS for many years. Doris has won lots of
awards for flower arranging and crafts. Donald used to be responsible for organising the prize money at
our shows. Now  they are unable to attend as often as they would wish we thought it would be nice to
share her good news.

I have been going to St. James Clapham since I was 15 and taught and ran the Sunday school for 60 years
till I was 80. I was thrilled to get a letter from Buckingham Palace in November to say I was one of the 93
women alongside men to receive the Maundy money in April the 18th at St. George’s chapel Windsor from
the Queen.

We left home at 8.30pm, my niece was my companion as my husband could not come. Her husband drove
us to Windsor, we got there at 10am and were met by a golf buggy and taken to the chapel, where we
were shown to our seats. The service sheet was on the seat and a badge with my name to wear. We were
on the North side of the chapel, so I saw all the procession come in followed by the Queen and Princess
Eugenie. The service started and after the first lesson the Queen gave out purses on the South side, one
red and one white. The service continued and the rest of us on the North side were given our purses, after
the second lesson, which contained a £5 coin marking 200 years of Queen Victoria, a 50p Sherlock Holmes
in the Red purse and in the White one was the Maundy money dding up to 93p to make up the Queen’s
age. It was wonderful to see the Queen up close and accept the purse and curtsey.

We came out and were met by a gold buggy and taken to the State apartments for refreshments. When
this ended at 2.30pm we were taken back to our cars. We went across the road to a restaurant and met up
with the rest of my family. We had a glass of champagne and the boys saw the Maundy money. I had three
guests who were able to listen to the service and see the Queen arrive and leave. We got home at 6.15pm
a great and memorable day.

Doris Woodeson
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September talk

Claude Monet: painter and gardener by Dr John Hughes

Our September talk was given by Dr John Hughes, who many of us will have met in his role as a judge at our
shows.  In his talk, John considered the flowers and plants that can be seen in Monet’s many paintings of his
garden at Giverny and those that can be seen there now.

Monet (known to us as Claude but to his family as Oscar) was born in Paris in 1840.  When he was five years
old, the family moved to St Adresse, near le Havre.  After his aunt bought him out of his military service, she
paid for him to go to the conservatoire in Paris.

Monet’s home at St Adresse is depicted in his painting Terrace at St Adresse (1867), which shows nasturti-
ums, pelargoniums and gladioli in the garden.  Indeed, Monet seems to have been fond of gladioli because
he painted them in 1886 and was still growing them in the 1920s.

In 1883, Monet rented the house at Giverny, which he later bought in 1890.  This was a substantial house,
where Monet converted the west wing into a studio, with a garden covering about two and a half acres.
Monet employed 7 gardeners to tend it.  One notable feature is the grande allée, which leads away from the
house.  The borders then (and now) were colour-themed.

In 1893, Monet bought and started to develop the water garden on the other side of the road.  The ponds
are full of European and tropical water lilies (much painted by Monet), surrounded by weeping willows.  The
Japanese bridge had been installed by 1895 and in 1899 Monet started a series of paintings of it.  Today, it
is clothed in wisteria sinensis.

A photograph of Monet in front of his house in 1921 shows a planting of standard roses, zonal pelargoniums
and dianthus.  Roses remain a feature of the garden, chosen for their scent and simplicity.  More continuity
is provided by Delftware pots - Monet’s painting The Garden at Argenteuil (1873) shows plants in Delftware
pots and fuchsias are grown in similar pots now.

Many of Monet’s favoured plants are still grown at Giverny.  Tulips provide formality in the spring.  In June
2019, alliums and foxtail lilies made an impressive display on the grande allée.  Other plants that can be seen
there now include many dahlias and agapanthus (both of which Monet painted), albizia julibrissin “Rosea”,
salvia uliginosa, brugmansia, datura, tithonia rotundifolia, senna af corymbosa, leonotis leonurus, asclepias
curassavisa and cleome.

For anyone inspired to visit it, Monet’s garden at Giverny is accessible by public transport.  Trains from the
Gare St Lazare go to Vernon, from where there’s a connecting bus to Giverny.  More information about the
garden (including travel information and ticket bookings) is available at:

http://giverny.org/gardens/fcm/visitgb.htm.
Nearby is the Giverny Museum of Impressionism - http://giverny.org/museums/impressionism/guide/.

Gabrielle Garton Grimwood
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Apologies for the late publication of this newsletter, necess est melior! (must do better!)

Upcoming Dates

October 23rd
8pm

Prizegiving and Social
at the Old Library, West Norwood

November 27th
Wednesday Talk

8pm
Clematis through the Seasons  - Speaker Everett Leeds

at the Old Library, West Norwood

The Hut closes on the weekend of December 7/8th 2019
and will re-open on the weekend of February 8/9th 2020

Copy deadline for the Spring Newsletter January 7th 2020
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TRADING HUT

Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview road, Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0QE

Opening times: Saturday: 2pm - 4.30pm (last customer 4.15pm)
      Sunday:    10am - 12.30pm (last customer 12.15)

Spring bulbs and onions in stock.

Full of gardening equipment and  sundries with adjacent library and free back copies of popular gardening
magazines.

LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS
Lhs Website address: www. Lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk


