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Note from Editor

Dear members,

It is with great pleasure that I have taken on the role of newsletter editor. This  is only my second year of
membership so it has  been a fast track way of meeting the people involved in making the LHS  what it is. I
see it is a very active group and look forward to attending the many excellent talks and coach outings. I am
currently a self employed gardener based in South West London so I have hands on experience  in the trade.
I have also worked in private squares, country gardens with obligatory orchards and bijou back yards. I did
many voluntary hours with the National Trust at Ham House, and Morden Park, and have spent many a day
at  Fulham Palace and with sundry other gardening and wildlife projects.. I also did a stint in gardening retail
but found it wasn’t to my taste. My allotment I was happy to pass on to others when my paid workload
increased and my own garden, my first, acquired 7 or so years ago will now largely have to look after itself.
It’s nice to sit for a while and work on the computer dealing with garden related topics. If anyone wants to
contribute to a future issue with a relevant article, a report, photo, or something which may be of interest
to readers please get in contact via  e mail.

Best wishes to you all,

Heather Miranda
Heathermira567@gmail.com

A potted early history of Lambeth Horticultural Society

The current Society owes its existence to a group of council allotment holders of West Norwood who
formed a gardening association in 1951, calling themselves the Lambeth council tenants’ horticultural as-
sociation. Its aim was to provide members with facilities to trade, loan equipment, attend lectures, organ-
ise competitions and shows and ‘encourage good gardening in the borough’. Meetings were held every
fortnight, the first annual show taking place in September 1952. A variety of locations served  as venues
over the  years and membership grew to around 300. In 1964 the Society dropped the ‘council tenants’ el-
ement to its name and focused on expanding operations. The first trading hut was a wooden shed on a
council allotment. An initial investment in cwt of Growmore at a trade price to sell off piecemeal to mem-
bers provided the capital for further purchases and trading at the hut took off. By 1968 new premises had
been found:a disused laundry, which is still the site used.  In time the adjacent building was taken over.
The name was to remain as ‘The Trading Hut’. In the meantime, a room was hired at Lambeth town hall for
monthly meetings.

The LHS’s first annual fruit, flower and vegetable show was held at Norwoods’ Girls’ School on a Saturday
in September. With over 600 exhibits it was a great success so it was decided to create 3 or 4 shows a year,
Spring, Summer, the Main Show in September and then Christmas.

The first annual Brockwell Park Flower Show was organised by LHS, and the Lambeth Arts & Recreation As-
sociation (LARA) in July 1967. The then secretary, John Delaware filled the show with plants. The LHS also
took part in the Britain in Bloom scheme.. In 1969 Streatham common was the venue  for the main show.
Meanwhile the Brockwell Park show continued to expand welcoming other horticultural societies. The
council took over the management and it developed into  what became the Lambeth Country Show.  In
1997 LHS entered  the RHS’s Chelsea Flower Show Courtyard Competition, being awarded a bronze medal
for its entry ‘City Oasis’. The following year gaining silver gilt with ‘a Garden for an Urban Gardener’. This
won publicity on TV and in magazines. We have twice hosted Radio 4’s Gardener’s Question Time and it is
planned to do so soon again.

H.M (adapted from A history of Lambeth’s horticultural societies by Judy Harris)
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What’s in a name?

My story starts when my Religious Education teacher Mr Watt walked into the classroom asking if anyone
wanted some of the large bundle of green shoots with bulbs hanging below. I was drawn to them as the
flowers were a beautiful blue and felt they would be a welcome addition to my small collection of plants I
had in my garden. He told me that they were grape hyacinths and were very easy to grow. I helped myself
to a handful of bulbs which I took home to plant in an area of garden that was allocated to me. They colo-
nised the area very quickly and became a little invasive. I liked plants like that because they were plants
you can dig up and give to friends and neighbours.

Grape hyacinths or Muscari Armeniacum as it is rightly called originates from Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, the
Caucasus, the Mediterranean and Asia Minor and according to the plant classification system can be classi-
fied in both the asparagus family and the hyacinth family. These popular bulbs have a light musk fragrance,
which is reflected in its scientific name of Muscari.

Although commonly known as Grape Hyacinth, it should not be confused with Hyacinths. It is so called be-
cause the flowers look like bunches of grapes. Muscari Armeniacum is the most popular and most culti-
vated species of Muscari. At the Keukenhof Gardens in Holland there is a dense planting of Muscari
Armeniacum that winds through the gardens known as the “Blue River”.

Once I knew how easy and productive they were to grow I was enthused to look at other species that I
could grow and when flicking through the bulb catalogue to order bulbs for the Trading Hut, I came across
a variety of Muscari called “Valerie Finnis” which have dense racemes of pale blue flowers instead of the
usual brilliant blue blooms.

Just as easy to grow they enjoy a moist but well drained sunny position, they are not as invasive but will
suit any garden aspect. It was an easily remembered name but I didn’t know who Valerie Finnis was. I
thought it might have been the name of the breeder; or maybe the name of a family member and left it
there. However the name Valerie Finnis crept up again when I heard the name mentioned as a variety of
Artemisia ludoviciana. Apparently given to Beth Chatto by Valerie Finnis many years ago and named after
her. Highly valued for its new young shoots terminating in large rosettes of startling whiteness, like silver
flowers. Another artemisia, Artemisia stelleriana ‘Boughton Silver is named after her garden at Boughton
House Northamptonshire.

Valerie Finnis was born in Crowborough, Sussex in 1924. She went on to become a much respected gar-
dener, plantswoman and photographer. For nearly thirty years Valerie was associated with Waterperry
Horticultural School for Women at Waterperry House just outside Oxford. During her time at Waterperry
she taught dozens of girls who went on to be gardeners. She would often be seen gardening in the Water-
perry grounds dressed in the propriety summer uniform of pale green dungarees and a short-sleeved
white shirt. She spent a lot of her time in the greenhouses at Waterperry cultivating and propagating al-
pines with which she had fallen in love. Valerie was a prolific photographer and amassed a library of fifty
thousand plant portraits.  After her marriage in 1970 to Sir David Scott, she developed the garden at their
home. This led to a number of other plants named after Boughton House which she had found and bred.
Along with the Artemisia and Muscari there was also Hebe recurve ‘Boughton Silver’, Helleborus x sternii
‘Boughton Beauty’, Heliathemum ‘Boughton Double Primrose.

In 1990, four years after the death of her husband, she set up the Merlin Trust. Named after Sir David
Scott’s son Merlin, a talented naturalist, who was killed in World War Two aged 22, it assists young horti-
culturalists’ to travel and gain experience.

Under the terms of Valerie’s Will in 2006 the Finnis Scott Foundation was established to give grants in the
areas of horticulture and plant sciences as well as in fine art and art history reflecting her and her
husband’s long standing interests.

Valerie was awarded the RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 1975 and the Kew Medal in 2003.

It’s amazing how the love of plants takes you on a journey and who you meet on the way!

Tony Pizzoferro
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Lambeth Country Show

The Lambeth Country Show will again take place in Brockwell Park over the weekend of 20th and 21st July.

We are again working in conjunction with Lambeth Council to stage the flower show. We need as much
help as possible over that week end, so if you can spare a few hours any time between Friday afternoon
(19th July) and Sunday (21st July) please get in touch with Rhiannon or Tony and sign up on the rota. We
need help on Friday afternoon setting up the show before staging commences; we need stewards to help
the judges between 12 pm and 2pm on Saturday; we need stewards to keep an eye on exhibits from 2 pm
until 8 pm Saturday (2hr shifts) and Sunday between 12 pm and 6pm. We also need a person with a van on
Friday afternoon and Sunday afternoon, again if you can help please contact either Rhiannon or Tony.

The walled garden of
Brockwell Park

Dates for 2019
Weekend Fayre
July 20th and 21st Lambeth Country Show, Brockwell Park

Coach Trips

Saturday
15th June
Pashley Manor, Ticehurst, near Wadsworth and King John’s Lodge, Etchingham, East Sussex

13th July
Nymans, Handcross, Sussex, and Falconhurst, Markbeech, Edenbridge, Kent

14th September
Herstmonceaux Castle Gardens, Hailsham, Sussex A few spaces left!

Wednesday Talks
July 24th Bee keeping awareness Dr Paul Vagg will enhance our knowledge of bees’ behaviour with the aid
of an observation hive.

August 28th  The Victorian Gardener Dr Judith Hill
In the 1860’s gardening was mainly the preserve of professionals on large estates, but a new breed was
emerging - ordinary householders.

Late Summer Show St Luke’s Church
7th September - open to the public 2pm

Talks take place on the 4th Wednesday of every month from April to November inclusive, at The Old Library
Centre, 14-16 Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0HY
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The Flowers That Bloom in the Spring

Colin Jones started his talk on The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring by giving us his definition of spring. He
thought spring started with the first snowdrop and ended when a lady’s foot print could cover five daisies.
For Colin spring started with the first snowdrop flowering in his garden in October, in fact it was an autumn
flowering variety Olga regale. He went on to show the great displays at Welford Park where The Great
Bake Off is recorded, there they have two square miles of snowdrops each February. Daffodils followed
with the displays at Hampton Court and the Royal Parks. April is cherry blossom time and Colin took us to
Japan where the cherry tree is worshipped. It is thought that by bringing the trees from the mountains to
the cities the Gods will follow and bring good fortune. The queen of the spring flowers he thought was the
tulip and we were shown the great displays at the Kukenhof gardens in Holland were seven and a half mil-
lion bulbs can be seen in mid-April followed by the great flower parades and the competitions held in
Dutch towns to build mosaics from individual hyacinth flowers pinned to a board. His last stop was at the
Punch Bowl gardens in Windsor Great Park and the wonderful display of rhododendrons and azaleas. He
finished his talk as he had predicted with a ladies foot print covering five daises.

Colin Jones

Spring Bring and Buy Sale

Thanks to everyone who helped make sure we had another popular plant sale. Spread over several week-
ends it gave members a choice to donate unwanted plants and replace with a new choice. The total raised
was £260 a welcome addition to the society income..

However the primary reason for the bring and buy was and is a  bonus opportunity for people to get new
plants at reasonable prices.

The next one is in October. So please think ahead to pot up or divide plants when possible ready for another
bargain plant sale.

Betty Cox

Floral Art Classes

Ever thought you would like to enter the floral art classes in the LHS
shows, but lacked the expertise? The group NPG Activities Hub meets every

Tuesday daytime in school terms, at the Old Library, 14-16 Knight's Hill,
West Norwood, SE27 0HY. Among numerous classes held, we have a flower

arranging class with a professionally qualified tutor, only £5 for each 2-hour class.

Resuming after the summer break on Tuesday 3rd September, 10.30am to 12.30pm.
Enquiries to Jill Dudman

Telephone: 01883 624741 or 020 8670 6466
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MAY DAY TRIP
 TO THE SWISS GARDEN, BIGGLESWADE AND THE MANOR HOUSE, STEVINGTON

On our first outing of the year on Saturday 11 May we visited the Swiss Garden, Old Warden Park, Bedford-
shire.  The garden was created in the 1820s by the 3rd Lord Ongley who was influenced by his experiences
on the Grand Tour.  It is an example of the Regency fashion for creating landscapes in a “Swiss style” and
has a number of buildings and features designed in the alpine style. The focal point of the garden is the
Swiss Cottage which is situated on an artificial mound at the centre of the garden and which at the time of
our visit had a beautiful montana clematis growing up one side.
In the 1870s the 9 acre garden was bought by the industrialist, Joseph Shuttleworth, who introduced Victo-
rian improvements while retaining the original layout. The garden was restored in 2014 with a grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The garden is well laid out with lots of evergreen shrubs and mature trees including a Cedar of Lebanon
and a Wellingtonia. There are a network of winding paths which all lead to the Swiss Cottage.  One of the
other main features of the garden is the Grotto and Fernery.  This is a Grade 2 listed building with a glass
dome which houses a variety of different ferns. There are a number of other listed structures in the garden
including a chapel with a beautiful stained glass window, an Indian Kiosk, again with stained glass, and
ironwork bridges and arches.   The garden has a resident peacock which was a little camera shy.
There are a wealth of plants in the gardens but those that particularly stood out for me included the very
fragrant yellow Rhodendron Luteum, the Ribes Sanguineum (flowering currant) with its pretty pink flowers
the Rubus Benenden (a thornless  ornamental blackberry), the pinkish white Symphytum  (comfrey),  the
Darmera Peltata (Indian rhubarb plant) and the lilacs.
There were plenty of seats in the garden where you could relax and enjoy both scenic vistas and the tran-
quillity and peace of the surroundings.  There was also a woodland walk which led to a lake and a sculpture
trail.   The sculptures were carved from wood collected during the restoration of the garden.
All in all well worth the visit.  Thanks once again go to Brendan for organising it.

Inside the Grotto and
The Fernery
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Our second garden to visit, known as Kathy Brown’s Garden nestling in the Great Ouse River Valley in Stev-
ington, North Bedfordshire was delightful.

We had a very warm welcome from Simon and Kathy. Kathy meeting us at the coach in the village and es-
corting us to their Manor. Both gave us an interesting talk on the history of the house and how the garden
was developed. They explained in great detail various parts of the garden we must see and not miss.

It is interesting to note that the Manor dates back to the mid 1200s when a hospitium known as a guest
house was erected to shelter pilgrims visiting the holy well still flowing beneath the church. As a monastery
it was looked after by nuns,but sadly after Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries the land and buildings
were sold and eventually bought by the Duke Of Bedford.

However,in 1987 along came Simon a Supreme High Court Judge and Kathy Brown who wanted to move
from Highgate in London,bought the property and some extra land to go with it.

It was a visit to France that inspired the couple to frame a formal garden linked with the architecture of the
house.

Over the last 15 years they have developed art themed gardens 2 of which the Rothko and Mattise stand
to attention with clipped hedges of abundant red and maroon. The Monet, Hepworth and Hokusai have
prairie style planting.

The wisteria walk was breathtaking with yellow laburnum,pink and white wisteria covering arches. Else-
where around the garden were tulips,striking alliums ‘purple sensation’ and blue camassias in abundance.
Blue wisteria were massed on the walls of the house.

Always making changes and new ideas,now building up a collection of peonies. Maybe soon they will have
a National Collection. They looked stunning among the borders with other perennials.

Towards the end of our visit we were served a delicious tea and cakes made with ingredients foraged from
her edible flower border. Kathy spends a lot of time foraging which saves her many visits to Sainsburys or
Lidl.

Jess and Pandora two adorable dogs joined us continually on our way round and especially at tea time.

Antony Glaser

King John’s Lodge
Visited as part of the June Day trip



8

JUNE DAY TRIP

In spite of all the heavy rain forecast we were blessed with sunshine and heat for our visit to both stunning
gardens. We had some rain on the way home which did not bother us as we were sitting comfortably on
the coach. Our first visit was to Pashley Manor which is described as the finest garden in England. We were
not disappointed. We arrived on the last day of the rose festival and the roses were still truly magnificent.

Pashley has a number of garden rooms which meets one with waves of colour on entering, not to mention
the herbaceous borders. Throughout the gardens and surrounding areas were very elegant. The exhibition
of sculptures dotted around gave an inviting addition to the ambience.

The vegetable garden was one we all wanted to take home. A collection of so many vegetables, herbs and
flowers, all edible. All the vegetables are used in the café to serve visitors delicious meals. Violas attracted
attention as they were growing so tall above most of the marigolds and other species. I cannot understand
how they reached such a height, but there was nobody about to ask at the time we were there. There are
so many more rooms to mention, but the rock garden and lake added joy to our visit.

We then moved on to King Johns Lodge and Nursery to be greeted by Harry Cunningham who explained to
us that they had a vintage fair in progress and and as we were special guests we would be served our tea
and cake in the Big House (namely the lodge) instead of the café. This was approved by all my members
and friends who also took advantage of the fair and nursery supplies and filled the coach with lots of some
unusual plants and objects out of the ordinary.
We had stunning grounds to explore, roses, foxgloves, a wildflower meadow all beautiful and well kept.
The main House where we had our tea was amazing taking us back to another time when King John of
France was held prisoner.

Brendan Bryne

Sculpture lady at Pashley Manor
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Results of the February 2019 questionnaire

A magnificent ninety one members returned completed questionnaires, a big thank you to all of you, an
amazing response.

It is clear that our biggest asset is you the members, fifty one percent of respondents had heard about the
society by word of mouth from a friend, neighbour or an existing member. The next biggest source was the
Lambeth Country show which accounted for some twenty percent of responses.

On the question of have you used or attended in the last twelve months the order went: the hut, shows,
talks and coach trips (38%, 26%, 23%, 13%). Also eighty four percent of respondents have a garden, forty
four percent houseplants and three percent a balcony; regrettably it was neglected to ask in the question-
naire if you had an allotment or a window box which some of you clearly have.

The age profile of the respondents was that ninety percent fell in the age group 51 to 90; broken down as
to thirty nine percent in the 51 to 70 age group and fifty two percent in the 71 to 90 age group. Members
were asked how satisfied they are with: being made to feel welcome, facilities at the “Hut”, quality of ven-
ues for talks, opening times at the “Hut” , communication of events, physical access, horticultural advice
and other – please specify. Satisfaction was in all cases above seventy percent and as high as ninety per-
cent as to being made welcome. On the other side we need to pick up our communication of events.

There was a tremendous response -

Number of responses
concerning

Suggestions for improv-
ing or changing the
Society’s offerings

Is there anything you
think the Society does
well which new mem-
bers should know about

Can you suggest any-
thing the Society should
do to retain members
and attract new ones

Hut 9 24 5

Reminders 3 1

Publicity 11 1 31

Trips 8 7 2

Talks 6 8

Workshops 5 1

Open gardens 3

Subs, offers etc 2 10

New things 2

Networks, links 3 20

Shows 2 2 1

Other 10 12 13

To start to use and put into action all the valuable suggestions, the LHS committee is starting first at public-
ity before moving on to the next area. The publicity priority is to make ourselves much more visible at the
upcoming Lambeth Country Show, update the new members pack and a produce a codified approach to
poster placement, we will be looking for volunteers to put up and take down posters at specific pre agreed
locations in their local areas.

For those of you who wish to see all the comments and analysis it will be available at the hut and at talks.

Bob Tydeman
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TRADING HUT

Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview road, Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0QE

Opening times: Saturday: 2pm - 4.30pm (last customer 4.15pm)
      Sunday:    10am - 12.30pm (last customer 12.15)

Exceptions - The Hut will be closed on Show dates - Saturday 1st September (LHS Late Sum-
mer Show)
and the  weekend of 20th - 21st July Lambeth Country Show

Full of gardening equipment and  sundries. with adjacent library and free back copies of popular gardening
magazines.

Chair

Tony Pizzoferro
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way
West Norwood
London
SE27 9HR

020 8761 5543

Show Secretary

Bob Tydeman
58 Gipsy Hill
London
SE19 1PD

020 8766 6438
bob@roberttydeman.co.uk

Secretary and Membership Secretary

Rhiannon Harlow Smith
32 Chatsworth Way
London
SE27 9HN
020 8244 9317
secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Outings Organiser

Brendan Byrne
10A The Pavement, Chapel Road, SE27 0UN
020 8761 5651

brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk

Newsletter Editor

Heather Miranda
36 Clarence Crescent
SW4 8LJ

07534937742

heathermira567@gmail.com

Trading Secretary

Eveline Cragg
8A the Woodlands
Beulah Hill
London
SE19 3EG

020 8771 4311         evesjardin@icloud.com

LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS
Lhs Website address: www. Lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk


