
 LHS Spring 2019 Newsletter Page 1 
 

  

NEWSLETTER 
 Issue 96                                                  Spring 2019       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West Dean Gardens, LHS outing on 15th September 2019 (Photo: Jean Gray) 

In this issue 
A letter from the Chair 
2 
Editorial 
2 
Membership news & renewal 
form 
3 
Hardy Plant Society – 
Southern Counties Group 
events 
4 
LHS Coach Outings 2019 
5 
Letter from our Northern 
Correspondent 
6-7 

Bookham Open Gardens 
7 
LHS Late Summer Show 
8 
LHS Prize-giving & Social 
8 
Late Summer Show awards 
2018 
9 
LHS 1st Annual Show  - 40 
years on 
10-11 
Talk: A year at Kew 
12 
Talk: Restoring a mediaeval 
meadow 
12 

Coach Outing: West Dean 
Gardens 
13 
Talk: Entering the Floral 
Design competition at the 
Chelsea Flower Show 
14 
Dates for 2019 
15 
LHS Officers 
15 
The Hut – hours and events 
16 
LHS Spring Show – advance 
warning 
16



 LHS Spring 2019 Newsletter Page 2 
 

A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
Dear Members, a belated Happy New Year to you all! Let’s hope 2019 brings us good growing 
weather whatever we choose to grow in our gardens, window boxes or pots this year. 
What do we need to help make it a good gardening year? Well, we need a good spring to start the 
season; we need more members to re-join and then go and get others to join and then use the 
Trading Hut, attend the monthly talks, go on the trips and enter the shows. 
As we say hello again to members old and new, we are going to say goodbye to one of our valued 
committee members. Val Hunn has decided to pick up hiking sticks and move on. 
Val joined the society and subsequently the committee in February 2005. In 2006 she took on the 
role of assistant editor and then the substantive role a year later. She has managed to keep the 
material flowing and made the Newsletter a must-read publication for our members. She has 
continued to publish both paper and electronic copy, and widen its appeal with an abundance of 
photographs, in colour in the electronic version. 
In 2006 Val, along with Dot Cutbush, was instrumental in organising our own Open Garden Scheme 
which ran for a number of years. It was a great opportunity for members to share their gardens with 
others and for members to meet up, compare notes and usually have a cup of tea. What a wonderful 
way to spend a Sunday afternoon! 
Val also organised and served the teas at our talks and flower shows. If she couldn’t make it she 
made sure it was covered by someone else. There was always a cuppa and piece of cake ready and 
waiting at the interval of every talk. 
As you  can imagine she will be a great loss to the Lambeth Horticultural Society but we thank her for 
her years of dedicated years of service and on behalf of the membership wish her the very best for 
the future, and hopefully look forward to getting regular letters about gardening on the Island of 
Jersey. 
Val’s departure means we are looking for someone to take up the baton and become our newsletter 
editor, as well as someone who might organise the refreshments at our talks and shows. They don’t 
need to be done by one person, the more the merrier. 
If you feel you can commit to either of these roles or would like more information, please get in 
touch with Rhiannon. 
I look forward to seeing you at the Trading Hut, the talks, flower shows or trips. 
Tony Pizzoferro  
 

EDITORIAL 
It seems strange to be writing my last editorial after all these years. They have been wonderfully 
enjoyable years. I have learned a lot, especially about Microsoft Word; and met so many lovely 
people, some of whom will be my friends for ever. I will miss everything about the Society, but 
especially you people. I will stay as a member in exile, and send in my Letter from your Jersey 
Correspondent to my successor as Newsletter Editor. Whoever you are, step up soon, so we can have 
a good handover period. Microsoft Word is perfectly adequate. 
The same applies to the new tea lady; or maybe a tea gentleman? The job requires organisational 
skills and a sense of humour. Many of you will be eligible! 
Now – why are we sending the whole Spring Mailing by post this time? Because we are including a 
questionnaire about the society’s falling membership, and we’d like you all to fill it in and send it 
back. We don’t want the LHS to fade away…..or become a tontine - last person standing gets the 
cash. There won’t be much as we depend on membership subscriptions to keep going! So please fill 
in the questionnaire and return it; and long may the LHS thrive! 
Val Hunn 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS and RENEWAL REMINDER 
Your membership runs for one year from spring until the following spring, when membership must be renewed. 
The Spring Newsletter is the final one included in a year’s membership, and contains the renewal form, below.  
You will see on the renewal form that you can choose to have your newsletter and other leaflets sent by post, or 
by email link and web link. Please indicate your choice for the coming year on the renewal form. Please choose 
one method only! 
If, during the year, you would like to change the way you receive your paperwork, or, importantly, if you change 
your email address or your home address, please drop an email to:                                      
webmaster@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk                 
or to Rhiannon  at  secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  so that all mailing lists can be kept up to date.        
 
For most members this will be the last newsletter covered by your 2018 subscription. The LHS committee has 
decided that the subscription will be £10 from Spring 2019 onwards. (We have not raised the subscription since 
2013). Also, the Spring 2019 mailing will all be by post, for reasons which are covered in the Editorial, p2. 
 
Membership is due for renewal from January 2019. You can do this by post (in which case please enclose a 
small stamped self-addressed envelope for your membership card); or in person when The Hut reopens on 
Saturday 16th February 2019; or at one of our talks. 
Please note that if you took advantage of the special price membership offer at the Lambeth Country Show 
in September 2018, you have already paid up to Spring 2020 and do not need to pay again now. 
 
The subscription, which entitles you to shop at The Hut and book onto our Coach Outings, is excellent value at 
£10.00! 
PLEASE be sure to use the form below when renewing. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

LHS Membership Joining / Renewal form 2019 
I wish to join/renew my membership of the LHS   (please indicate)                              
 I enclose £10.00 cash/cheque (payable to LHS)                                                            Date……………………………..2019 
 
Title…………. ..  First name…………………………….      Surname……………………………………………….. 
  
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..         Postcode……………………………………... 
 
Telephone……………………………………………………….                 Mobile………………………………………………………..  
 
Email……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and other leaflets ELECTRONICALLY, tick here ………………. 

     OR 

If you would like to continue receiving the newsletter and other leaflets  BY POST, tick here ………………. 

 
If you are a couple at the same address paying a subscription each, would you like ONE or TWO newsletters by 
post? (Please circle) 
 
Lambeth Horticultural Society (LHS) undertakes not to disclose your details to any third parties.  
The information provided here by you is for LHS use only. 

Please return to: Rhiannon Harlow Smith, 32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 

PLEASE ENCLOSE SMALL S.A.E. FOR MEMBERSHIP CARD 
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HARDY PLANT SOCIETY - SOUTHERN COUNTIES GROUP  
The Hardy Plant Society is a national charity whose particular interest is hardy herbaceous perennials 
and the Southern Counties Group is the local group covering Surrey and South London.   
The group holds meetings once a month at Bookham’s Old Barn Hall (55 Church Road, Great 
Bookham, Leatherhead KT23 3PQ) on Saturdays from January till April and then October and 
November. There is a varied programme of talks on many aspects of plants, gardens and gardening.  
In the summer months members enjoy a programme of garden visits. 
Visitors are welcome and pay £4 on the door, including free refreshments.  Plant sale.   
Our February to April 2019 talk programme is as follows 

Saturday 16th Feb (10.00 for 10.45) ‘Epimediums’ - Sally Gregson    

Saturday 16th Mar (10.00 for 10.30) AGM followed by ‘Plant hunting in Manipur’ – Paul 
Barney 

Saturday 13th Apr (2.00 for 2.30) note 
afternoon meeting  

‘On the Wild Side – an experiment in new naturalism’ – 
Keith Wiley 

You can find out much more about us on our new website at  
www.hps-southerncounties.co.uk or you can contact us at info.hps.scg@gmail.com, or ‘Like’ us on 
Facebook – Hardy Plant Society – Southern Counties Group. 

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

On the reverse is your MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM! 

 

Please jump to it and return it to Rhiannon as  

soon as possible with your subscription. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
(Illustration from Clip Art) 
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LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY COACH OUTINGS 2019 
 
2019 is here and as usual we have a great year ahead, with lots of activities being arranged by your 
Society. The outings to gardens and houses of interest, arranged  by the brilliant Brendan Byrne, 
form part of these activities. 
For the first trip this year we will be travelling north of London, to Bedfordshire, where romance is in 
the air at The Swiss Garden at Old Warden, Biggleswade, and we revisit the Manor House at 
Stevington, where the teas were particularly memorable last time!  
The next three trips are to Kent and Sussex. In June we see Pashley Manor again, this time when the 
roses will be in bloom, and more romance at  King John’s Lodge Garden and Nursery at Etchingham. 
The mighty grade 2 listed National Trust garden at Nymans, followed by a family-owned garden at 
Falconhurst, Edenbridge, are our July destinations. The outings year closes in September with a day 
at the moated  Herstmonceux Castle and Gardens in Sussex, with an optional tour of the castle itself. 
The castle was home to the Royal Greenwich Observatory from the 1950s to 1989. 
 
Guideline Coaches will be taking us again, with very helpful and friendly drivers. A tip for the driver is 
included in the cost of the trips. Once again Brendan has done his best to keep costs down. 
A leaflet with details of all outings and a booking form is enclosed with this newsletter. 
  
We hope you will all join us again, and remember that you can bring friends and family members for 
the same price as members on these outings. Booking on to all these trips represents a fantastic 
week’s holiday! 
 
If you need any more information please contact Brendan.   
Email:  brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk        Tel:  020 87615651 
Address: 10a The Pavement, Chapel Road, West Norwood, SE27 0UN 
 
  

 

The following are the outings we have arranged for 2019 
 
For details, please see the accompanying leaflet and booking form. Bookings will  only be accepted 
on this form!  
The booking form is NOT available on the Society’s website. 
 
Saturday 11th May  Cost £36.50 
The Swiss Garden, Old Warden, Biggleswade and the Manor House, Stevington, Bedfordshire 
 
Saturday 15th June   Cost £39                
Pashley Manor, Ticehurst, near Wadsworth and King John’s Lodge, Etchingham, East Sussex 
 
Saturday 13th July   Cost £41.50, NT members £35 
Nymans, Handcross, Sussex and Falconhurst, Markbeech, Edenbridge, Kent                        
 
Saturday 14th September   Cost £26 
Herstmonceux Castle Gardens, Hailsham, Sussex 
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LETTER FROM OUR NORTHERN CORRESPONDENT 
 

Dear Friends, the 2018 story begins with the tale of the garden steps. Our garden is some fifteen feet below the 

level of the terrace outside the houses. Below the terrace is a stone wall about 10 feet high, against the foot of 

which is a steep bank of around fifteen feet in width supporting the wall. To access the garden we replaced the 

rotting wooden flight of steps with a cast iron flight, bolted to the wall. There is a long, narrow path the length 

of the wall along the top of the bank at the foot of the iron steps. So steep is the bank down to the level part of 

the garden that back in 1985 Caroline and I collected all the flat pieces of York stone which were in the garden, 

and with the pieces already there, we made a curving run of stone steps from the base of the wall to the garden 

below. Over the years these had begun to tilt a little in places. I was used to their idiosyncrasies and had no 

trouble with them, but Ken said the stones were uneven and  we ought to get someone to  level them and 

concrete them in  place. Christmas 2017 the family put their heads together and decided that a joint present 

would be best – they would have the steps to the garden re-done for us, with some posh Italian stone paving, 

and Ken wanted a handrail.  

We approached a father and son team who lived just 

along the road.  It took about 2 months of chasing 

for them to do the steps. The son and a mate began 

with 2 days’ work when they removed all the old 

stones and left an impassable mud slide. In the 

following few weeks they came for the odd hour. I 

think they found the job a bit beyond their 

experience. They miscalculated the depth of the 

steps and left them too steep for me, and had to 

come back and dig out the path at the top to give 

room to make them shallower. I tried them out when 

they were first declared finished but was so 

shattered by the scene of destruction I have scarcely 

been in the garden since! All the earth and stone 

slabs from the original steps have been dumped on the borders each side of the steps, regardless of the ferns and 

other plants which used to grow there. In time the ‘handrail’ appeared in the form of a very elegant cast iron 

railing, made in a workshop in the Black Dyke Mills in the village by the father of the man who did the steps.  

The work began on March 16th and was finally completed 1st June. When the steps were eventually usable, 

albeit still without the handrail,  Ken was dashing up and down catching up with things which we had not been 

able to do while the steps were off  limits.   Inevitably he pulled a muscle in his left leg and was in much pain 

until eventually he had some physiotherapy, but he now has to use two sticks to help him walk about.  

 

There is something about the first week of January in Queensbury.  Both this year and last we had really wild 

winds. In 2018 there were gusts over 100 mph.  Our roof is of massive stone ‘slates’ but when the wind is really 

roaring these rattle and bang, and scarcely a picture is hanging straight since the house, despite being stone 

built, shakes. The first snow fell on 15th January, and with the thaw and rain which followed we had to call 

Yorkshire Water to clear the central drain on the terrace ten days later. 

February and March were just as bad.  It was impossible to do any gardening in those conditions, added to the 

work being done on the steps. When the snow was on the ground we even had a pair of deer in the garden 

investigating the vegetable beds, something I had never seen before. In the middle of April, overnight it 

seemed, the temperature zoomed up and the daffodils finally opened.  The terrace had almost been as neglected 

as the garden so I turned my attention to that and Ken undertook to get into the greenhouse to rescue as much as 

possible.  

The Beast from the East really battered the plants on the terrace; they are almost all in pots so tend to be more 

vulnerable to wind and cold. The hardy fuchsias, clematis and lilies were all very late flowering and I lost two 

hebes and a big ceanothus.In the spring and summer months the dawn chorus is wonderful – it starts around 

3.35 am each morning. My niece opened her garden along with 7 others in their village and they made £1,000 

towards their church roof repairs! We always thought we would like to open ours, but the confounded steps 

would never have passed the 'elf’n’safety. Now we have secure steps with a handrail in decorative ironwork the 

garden is totally impossible to show to anyone. I last made it to the greenhouse on Boxing Day 2017!  I did get 

all the way down the steps the day the hand-rail was installed to test it out, but I took one quick glance and 

scrambled back up again – don't talk to me of woodland gardens and wildflower plantings Monty Don!!   
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Since you get a better view of the trees and shrubs 

from the terrace and you cannot see the weeds I have 

been delighted with the best blossom for several 

years. The abelia, ornamental cherry, fruiting cherry, 

magnolia, and camellia all flowered their socks off. 

As they departed, aided by some stiff winds, the 

apple trees, lilac and “Maigold” and “Canary Bird” 

roses opened along with the Clematis montana, 

Japanese quince and berberis. I did battle with the 

terrace plantings, buying only a few plants to go in 

the wall boxes and one small hanging basket.  I put 

up a decent display of geraniums on the stand in the 

garage entrance using some elderly ones which I 

keep in the house all winter, plus 4 or 5 new ones. 

Mostly I kept to sedums and sempervivums. It did 

become difficult when the weather turned really hot. I think it is a good thing we always have a chilly breeze in 

Q.  

With a through draught we survived in the house, and Ken did OK in the garden, but the terrace was a 

problem. All that black asphalt!! At Midsummer the sun came out about 3.45am and by 7am it was 85 - 88F out 

there. The bats do their last dives around 3.30 a.m. just as the light strengthens.  All our energy went in 

watering, not so much in the garden, but the pots on the terrace and in the greenhouse and cold frames. The 

raspberries and white currants did not seem to object to the heat, neither did the apples and we had good 

pickings off all three. 

 

A big bumble-type bee discovered the dodgy bit of the front door frame, right down at ground level, and moved 

in after some excavating. The numbers increased steadily.  There appeared to be more than one type of bee 

using the hole and we were  glad it wasn’t wasps! Dear knows if we should have let them continue or if we are 

going to regret it.  It will be interesting to see if they reappear when warmer weather arrives. The birds were 

using one of my seed trays as a dust bath. We had a wren’s nest in the ivy by the kitchen window, well out of 

the way of magpies and crows.  

 

I tried a Monty Don solution for the slugs on the hostas; garlic in quantity, chopped up and boiled to a pulp in 

plenty of water. The garlic solution added to a watering can at 1 in 10 rate and watered on. It did seem to work 

and the lily beetles didn’t enjoy it much either. I’ll give it another go this year. Unfortunately for our gardening 

plans I have spent an inordinate amount of time in surgeries and hospitals in 2018. Fortunately nothing really 

dramatic but very time and energy consuming.  I have my fingers very firmly crossed that this year will not be 

an encore! On the plus side Ken and I celebrated our Diamond Wedding last August. 

 

Best wishes and good gardening to you all!   

Audrey Luff 

 

BOOKHAM OPEN GARDENS 2019   Sunday June 16th June - 10am to 5pm 
 
Enjoy looking at some lovely gardens in Great and Little Bookham, Surrey and pick up ideas in a 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  Around 10-15 gardens will be open. Tickets on sale from mid-May 
or you can buy them at the first garden you visit. Proceeds go towards the upkeep of our village hall 
where on the day there will be refreshments, a grand raffle, and some stalls. Free minibus transport 
around the garden route.  
For more information visit: www.bookhamopengardens.co.uk from May  
Look for ‘Bookham Open Gardens’ on Facebook  
or contact Tina Hutton on 01372 457598 / Email: tina.hutton@btinternet.com 

                

 



 LHS Spring 2019 Newsletter Page 8 
 

LHS LATE SUMMER SHOW: Saturday 1st September 2018 
It was a fine and sunny day for our autumn show, staged as usual in St Luke’s Church, West 
Norwood. We had entries in most classes, but we are still lacking in the chrysanthemum sections. 
The Salad Vegetable Collection and the LHS Top Tray were not entered – a shame, because these can 
look so good if attention is given to good clean vegetables, nicely arranged on an appropriate 
background. Often a few blemishes are overlooked if the overall presentation is good. The Domestic 
section was as popular as ever, as were the Handicrafts , Photographic and Floral Art.  
Many thanks to Show Secretary Bob Tydeman, for his many months of planning, coming to fruition 
on the day; to the Show Judges; to Rhiannon Harlow Smith, our Secretary, who recruits the judges 
and mans the membership desk; to Eveline Cragg, who had an outstanding display of goods from The 
Hut; to Matilda Smith, who produces the lunches; and to the afternoon refreshments team, Brenda, 
Jean and Val.  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Some of the many prize- 
           winning entries 

 
 
 
LHS PRIZE GIVING and SOCIAL: Wednesday 24th October 2018 
Held this year in the Old Library, this annual event was presided over by  our Chairman, Tony 
Pizzoferro. The Mayor of Lambeth, Councillor Christopher Wellbelove, presented the prizes, which 
are listed opposite. The mayor also presented his own special certificate to our Chairman, in 
recognition of his significant contribution to the community in Lambeth through his work with the 
Lambeth Horticultural Society. Well done, Tony! 
Our entertainment, provided by Philip Spedding, was a horticultural quiz, which strained all our 
memories! After all that brain work the refreshments were very welcome (many thanks for all the 
edible donations, all went!), and a lot of social interaction occurred. The evening concluded with a 
raffle. 
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LHS LATE SUMMER SHOW 1 September 2018 – Trophies awarded 

 
CLASSES   

1 - 96 BANKSIAN MEDAL most prize money won 
2017 Don Willsmore 2016 Sue Wallace 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

1 - 23 VEGETABLE SECTION best exhibit,  
NVS society medal 

Kit Farrow  

24 COLLECTION OF 4 SALAD VEGETABLES winner, Society 
trophy 

No entry 

25 COLLECTION OF 4 KINDS OF VEGETABLES, The Lambeth 
cup 

Sarah and Nick 
Lomax McCusker 

26 LHSTOP TRAY £10 hut voucher 
        £5  hut voucher 
        £3 hut voucher 

No entry  
No entry 
No Entry 

1 - 26 VEGETABLE SECTION most points 
Eric Hunt challenge cup 

Kit Farrow 

27 - 33 FRUIT SECTION best exhibit, The Worshipful Company of 
Gardeners cup 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

27-33 FRUIT SECTION most points,  
David Shaw cup 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

34 - 43 CHRYSANTHEMUM SECTION          NCS silver medal 
                                   NCS bronze medal 

No entry  
No entry 

38 CHRYSANTHEMUM – vase of 5 blooms 
The Charles Jeal shield 

 
No entry 

44 - 50 DAHLIA  silver medal 
                             bronze medal 

Annette Kingsley-Scott  
Robert McConnell 

73 HANGING BASKET Garden News shield Annette Kingsley-Scott  

78 LHS TOP VASE   £10 hut voucher 
                             £5 hut voucher 
                             £3 hut voucher 

Robert McConnell  
Annette Kingsley-Scott 
Gabrielle Garton 
Grimwood 

51 - 78 GENERAL FLOWERS most points  
Les Cooper cup 

Sue Wallace 

51 - 78 GENERAL FLOWERS best exhibit  
Mrs E Plant cup 

Dusty Lori 

79 - 83 PELARGONIUM SECTION best exhibit,  
Society trophy 

Brenda Wheeler 

84 - 96 HOUSEPLANT & CACTUS best exhibit  
Tony Farrow shield 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

97 - 103 FLORAL ART best exhibit  
The Turton trophy 

Mark Crick 

103 FLORAL ART beginners trophy Sophie Dark 

104 - 111 DOMESTIC SECTION most points  
The Lambeth trophy 

Michael Grimwood 

112 - 116 HANDICRAFT SECTION best exhibit  
Bronze trophy 

Gabrielle Garton 
Grimwood 

117 –119 PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION best exhibit  
Society trophy 

Petra Dark 

120 –123 CHILDREN'S SECTION best exhibit  
Society trophy 

Sophie Dark 
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LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 1st ANNUAL SHOW – FORTY YEARS ON 
(This is a reprint of the article first published in the LHS newsletter in 2006) 
 
In June 2006, I gave a talk to the LHS outlining the history of Lambeth’s horticultural societies. At 

that meeting I mentioned its first flower and vegetable show on Saturday 10
th

 September 1966. 

Afterwards, one of the audience pointed out that this was held forty years ago and suggested the 

original programme be reproduced as a souvenir. I doubt this would be cost-effective and I do not 

have an original programme, but I thought a comparison of the 1
st
 and the 40

th
 September shows 

might make interesting reading. My initial reaction was that 1966 wasn’t very long ago and little has 

changed. But time flies as you enter the Third Age; for example, I told the audience in June that my 

talk was first given to the Society in 2003 – it was actually 1999. On reading the 1966 programme, I 

realise it’s a historical document to anyone under fifty! 

 

My photocopy of the 1966 programme is courtesy 

of the late Mr T Cowell, who allowed me access to 

his LHS archive when I was researching for my 

booklet A History of Lambeth’s Horticultural 

Societies (£2.50 from the LHS). 1966 was the year 

when the Lambeth Council Tenants Horticultural 

Society, founded in 1951, became the Lambeth 

Horticultural Society. Mr Cowell, a founder 

member of the LHS, was Trading Secretary in 

1966. His name is engraved on the memorial stone, 

at the entrance to West Norwood Cemetery, which 

commemorates those who have made a significant 

contribution to the Society. 

 

The 1
st
 Annual Fruit, Flower & Vegetable Show 

was held at the old Norwood Secondary School, 

Gipsy Road SE27. The programme includes the 

secretary’s annual report, and advertisements. In the 

days before home computers, a professional printer 

designed the A5-size programme, which has about 

16 pages. The front cover (reproduced) was also 

used as the advertising poster. It incorporates the 

emblems of the Royal Horticultural, the National 

Chrysanthemum and the National Dahlia Societies, 

to which it was affiliated. Today’s schedule is equally professional-looking, but much easier and 

cheaper to produce. 

 

In 1966, the officials and committee listed comprised: the President (the Mayor of Lambeth), seven 

vice-presidents, the chairman, secretary, treasurer, horticultural adviser, trading secretary, trading 

assistant, show secretary, publicity secretaries and a committee of nine. Today’s officers comprise the 

chair, secretary/membership secretary, newsletter editor, assistant editor, show organiser and outings 

organiser; that is, fewer people but similar activities. The secretary’s report outlined the intention of 

holding four annual seasonal shows, the inauguration of the monthly meetings and a request to 

support the trading hut.  

  

The balance sheet for the previous year is included. The income/expenditure for the year ending 

November 1965 was £818 11s. Over half the income came from the trading hut and the largest 

donation was £150 from the Borough of Lambeth. The expenditure included almost £379 from the 
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trading account and honorarium awards to the secretary and trading assistant of £10 and £5. The total 

show expenditure seems quite high. 

 

About fifty country-wide commercial sponsors are listed, all of whom responded to an appeal for 

support to the prize fund or advertising space. Another eight organisations contributed special awards. 

Also of interest are the subjects and designs of the eleven advertisements; the one most prominent 

being for Coca-Cola, ‘Things go better with Coke’. The advert for Woman’s Own magazine may seem 

surprising, but, in the 1950s/60s, the magazine sponsored many such events. I remember my mother 

was always very proud of the Woman’s Own certificates she received for her needlework entries in 

local produce shows in Yorkshire. 

 

The show was open to the public from 3.30pm to 7.30pm, with light refreshments. The regulations 

state an entry fee of 6d (2½p), with exhibitors permitted only one entry per class. The exhibits were 

staged between 9 and 10am, with judging at 1.15pm, and no exhibit was removed before 8pm. Prize 

giving was 6.30–7.30pm, the raffle, drawn at 7pm, was followed by the auction of produce at 8pm. 

Any protest was to be made in writing by 4.30pm and accompanied by a deposit of 2s 6d (12½p), 

which was returned only if the protest was upheld. 

 

Three prizes were awarded; usually 5s, 4s and 3s (25p, 20p and 15p) but a few sponsored prizes of 10s 

(50p) and £1 were offered in the chrysanthemum and dahlia classes. In addition, nine classes are listed 

of the Gardens and Allotments Competition, held the previous July. These were for large and small 

front gardens, back gardens, flat dwellers’ plots, flower and vegetable gardens, window boxes, 

balconies and allotments. About two thirds of the classes were for members only and there were 15 

additional special sponsored awards.  

 

The 2006 Summer Show, held on Saturday 2
nd

 September at the modern Nettlefold Hall, West 

Norwood Library, was open to the public from 2–5pm, reflecting, perhaps, the reluctance of some 

members to go out in the evening. The adult exhibitors’ entry fee was a modest 15p. The exhibits 

were staged on Friday evening (6-7pm) or Saturday morning (9am–12noon), much more time than the 

hour allowed in 1966. Judging started at 12.15pm and exhibits had to be cleared at 5pm. The prize 

money for the Floral Art classes was £4, £3 and £2; for other classes, it was £1.50, £1 and 50p. Prize 

money was collected at 4pm and the 22 trophies (medals, cups and shields) were presented at the 

October meeting. Any protest required a £1 deposit. The schedule (1966 comparison in brackets): 

offered an amazing 125 (89) classes: vegetables – 26 (24), fruit – 7 (6), chrysanths – 10 (10), dahlias – 

7 (14), general flowers – 28 (19), pelargonium and geraniums – 5 (0), houseplant & cactus – 13 (0), 

floral art – 7 (6), domestic – 8 (7), handicraft – 5 (0), photographic – 3 (0), children’s – 4 (3). The 

show also offered 2 oddities classes. 

 

To my surprise, the comparison seems to be show very little difference. Perhaps long-term members 

of the LHS can tell us their observations of shows in the early years? It is impressive that the number 

of classes has increased, although I note the prize money is not inflation-linked! The general running 

costs and available man- (and woman-) power seem much lower now. Today we have three annual 

shows, a thriving and well-stocked trading hut, the newsletter, outings and monthly meetings. It seems 

the only real difference may be in the number of members and exhibitors participating today. Like 

most other local groups, reflecting changing life-styles, membership fell, then steadied, and the 

average age of active members has risen, but the LHS continues to thrive. 

                   

Judy Harris  
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Talk: A YEAR AT KEW by Colin Jones, 25th July 2018  
 

Colin needs no introduction, as he gives us a talk each year, and often judges the flower classes at our shows. 

He has a wealth of talks under his belt, and this time regaled us with a whistle-stop tour of his favourite things 

over a year in Kew Gardens. The best thing to do is sit back, fasten your seat-belts and enjoy! 

Colin has been visiting Kew Gardens for over 70 years. The 300 acre gardens support 30,000 different plants. 

We had a history of the gardens, a roundup of the historic buildings on site, and heard - and saw - a month-by-

month selection of plants. As ever the information was beautifully illustrated with slides, and interspersed with 

funny signs and anecdotes. 

The flowering year starts in February with the orchid festival in the Princess of Wales conservatory (named 

after Princess Augusta). In here Chinese water Dragons deal with the pests. Later, the National Collection of 

snowdrops appear, then early-flowering crocuses and alpines. The wedge-shaped Alpine House was built in 

2006. The crocus carpet announces that spring is here, followed by daffodils, snake’s- head fritillaries, tulips, 

and chinodoxia, “the glory of the snow”. 

Bluebells carpet the wild areas, such as Queen Charlotte’s Cottage, in April. After this the rhododendrons 

appear. For herbs, the King’s Herb Garden at the Dutch House (Kew Palace) will repay a visit. The house was 

built in the 1790s for George III to escape to during his mad phases. 

Francis Masson was Kew’s first plant hunter, lucky enough to go on Captain Cook’s second voyage in place of 

Joseph Banks. He settled at the Cape in Africa for 30 years, sending hundreds of plants back to Kew, including 

strelizia, the Bird of Paradise plant.  

The Temperate House reopened in 2015 after 5 years of renovation, during which time most of the plants were 

removed. The cost was £41 million, and there are 15,000 windows. 

The Pagoda, designed by William Chambers, has recently reopened after a £5M restoration. To go up it, pay £4 

online, and climb the 253 steps! 

Marianne North was a prolific Victorian botanic painter. She donated 833 paintings and financed the Gallery 

they are shown in!  

 %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 
Talk: RESTORING A MEDIAEVAL MEADOW by Frank Knowles, August 22nd 2018    
 

Frank is Chairman of the Friends of Gedling House Wood, near Nottingham. There are two nature reserves on 

the plot, 14 acres of woodland and 14 acres of meadowland. The aim of the restoration is to increase 

biodiversity by improving the meadowland habitats. The meadow had been badly trampled and over-grazed by 

horses, turning it to a mud bath. 

Work began in 2013, and Frank introduced us to it in 2016 with an update in February 2017( see LHS Summer 

2017 Newsletter, p4). Bramble and shrubs had been cleared, hedges and fencing reinstated, weeds sprayed off 

and sheep introduced to keep the grass regrowth low, keeping the nutrient levels down and spreading seed.  

70 Black Hebridean sheep grazed over winter  during 2015-2017. Over these years a huge increase in wild 

flowers was seen, such as oxeye daisies, buttercups, knapweed and St John’s wort, with more insects, 

especially butterflies. 

The winter of 2017/18 was long and wet, and was followed by a drought in July and August. This caused a fall 

in growth. The Notts Wildlife Trust, which had provided the sheep, suffered cutbacks and couldn’t supply 

them. Luckily local farmers were desperate for fodder, and were glad to graze their sheep over winter on the 

meadow. Sheep graze to ground level, leaving only thin stalks. Knapweed is eaten last. The stalks still have to 

be mown down, and removed – for composting, due to the amount of dog poo….! 

Despite the vagaries of the weather, the diversity of flowers and animals is increasing. Slow worms have been 

seen, and these are rare in South Notts. There was a huge increase in butterflies from 2017/18, including 

brimstone,  common blue, brown argus, comma, gatekeeper, speckled wood, skipper, holly blue, meadow 

brown, orange tip, red admiral, ringlet, small tortoiseshell; moths included 6-spot burnet and white ermine . 

Most of these were new to the meadow, and benefitted greatly from the increased variety of food plants and  

egg-laying sites in the hedges and meadow flowers.  

Birds had found improved nest sites and insect food. Andy Newton spotted carrion crow, buzzard, kestrel, jay, 

redwing, blue tit, coal tit, goldfinch (in decline nationally), mistle thrush , blackbird and robin.  

It is good to see the Friends’ efforts paying off handsomely, and we wish Frank and his colleagues good luck 

for the future. Perhaps we should take a lesson from this for our own gardens – increase the hedge plants and 

flowers – and encourage our neighbours. Joined-up areas of  flowering gardens are terrific for wildlife.  
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COACH OUTING: WEST DEAN GARDENS, Saturday 15th  September 2018 
 

Our last visit of the year was to West 

Dean Gardens near Chichester. The 

gardens are extensive and include a 

Victorian walled kitchen garden, 13 

restored Victorian greenhouses, a sunken 

garden which has recently been restored 

and is now planted with a variety of low 

growing plants and bulbs, a Spring garden 

which features plants with strong form 

and distinctive leaf shape and includes a 

network of flint bridges, a 300 foot 

Edwardian pergola which is one of the 

largest in the country and the 50 acre St 

Roche’s arboretum. The River Lavant 

flows through the grounds in the winter 

but when we visited the river beds were dry. 

 

There are numerous different types of tree in the 

grounds but those that stood out for me included the 

Wellingtonia Sequoia giganteum (giant sequoia), 

Magnolia macrophylla (bigleaf magnolia), cork 

oak, cucumber tree, and strawberry tree. The 

grounds offer wonderful views of the Sussex 

Downs and also contain the flint house of the West 

Dean College of Art and Conservation, which runs 

a variety of different courses. We came across a 

number of students who were painting or taking 

photographs. What a wonderful location in which to 

study! 

The walled kitchen garden is laid out using a classic 

Victorian design of two cross paths bounded by a perimeter path, producing four central beds and a 

series of borders at the base of the surrounding walls. Fruit and vegetables were growing in abundance 

and included parsnips, potatoes, chard, cabbage, rhubarb, fennel, chicory, leeks and thornless 

blackberries.  In addition around 100 different varieties of apple and 45 varieties of pear are said to be 

growing in and around the walled garden. 

One of the highlights of the visit for me was 

browsing around the beautifully restored 

glasshouses. These were originally built 

between 1890 and 1900 and offer year-round 

colour with their tropical and temperate plants, 

orchids, vines ferns, pelargoniums, begonias, 

chillies, peppers, tomatoes, and ornamental 

gourds.  

Thanks go once again to Brendan for organising 

such an interesting visit. 

 

Jean Gray (text and photos) 
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Talk: ENTERING THE FLORAL DESIGN COMPETITION AT THE CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW  
by Maggie Temple, 28th November 2018 
 

Maggie started entering the Floral Design classes at Chelsea in 2004. Since then she has won seven 

gold medals. She explained that the entry process is complex and swift – once you have decided what 

to enter, you apply and go into a ballot. The classes are allocated in mid-March. 

 

In 2018 Maggie had entered a class entitled “Formations”, and decided to 

represent a lava flow. A volcano in Hawaii erupted just before Chelsea! A 

tall black metal stand was supplied, and on top Maggie placed the base 

flow of the lava.  This she made from a black foam sheet, moulded with a 

heat gun, so it bubbled up and became rough; then added a layer of glue, 

and black aquarium sand and grit. The space allowed was 1m20 square, 

1m75 tall, and the stand was 1m20 tall – so not a lot of room on top. Also 

the entries are viewed by the judges from the front – but behind the stand 

was a glass wall, which reflected the back of the design. Hence the 

arrangement has to be viewable from all round. The fire and heat of the 

lava flow were represented by red and orange flowers – pincushion  

proteas, black cordylines, red anthuriums and dark heuchera leaves, which 

cascaded over the black “lava” base – and clearly pleased the judges! 

 

For her practical demonstration this evening, Maggie 

brought a similar stand, but had to use different flowers 

as it was a different time of year. She passed around 

pieces of the lava flow for us to handle, and then gave 

us an amazing talk on how to do floral design, while 

doing it non-stop, cutting the flower stalks with a 

pruning knife, and swiftly adding the blooms to the 

display. Into a block of soaked oasis, taped into a tray 

affixed to the top of the stand, on top of the “lava 

flow”, she placed various leaves, mostly from her 

garden, such as bergenias. These covered the oasis 

completely. Then she layered in pincushion proteas and 

deep red roses. She took the leaves off the roses - too 

fussy – but left the thorns, as removing them can leave 

a scar than can let in infection. All the flowers came from a supermarket, apart from the Japanese 

bamboo nandina, from her garden, which has little red berries.  

 

After the refreshment break, Maggie made a further three 

arrangements while giving us advice about how to keep displays 

going at home for as long as possible. She made a table 

decoration, and two hand-tied sprays, a mostly with flowers and 

foliage from her garden. She included fatsia leaves, as these can 

be trimmed to size, and will not go brown. 

 

Finally all the displays were raffled off, so four happy members 

went home with a piece of “Chelsea art”! 

 

Maggie was a consummate performer and expert in her field. 

Her demonstration really brought home to us how skilled the 

gardeners entering the Chelsea Flower Show have to be.  
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           DATES FOR 2019  
March 27th        Annual General Meeting   If you have any questions for discussion, please send them to the   
                            Secretary beforehand, for inclusion in the agenda. 
 
April 6th             LHS Spring Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm) 
 
April 24th           Talk: the flowers that bloom in the spring: Colin Jones needs no introduction – we will have a           
                            talk full of interest, lovely photographs, anecdotes and funny signs! 
  
May 22nd            Talk: Chris Smith of Pennard Plants will be with us during Chelsea week.  Title TBA. 
 
June 26th            Talk: The gardens of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission: Victoria Maytom has           
                            worked in France with the Commission, and will give insight into how the fallen of both world    
                            wars are  commemorated through memorial garden design. 
 
July 20/21st        Lambeth Country Show, Brockwell Park (Saturday & Sunday) 
 
July 24th   Talk: Beekeeping awareness: Dr Paul Vagg will enhance our knowledge of bees’ behaviour   
                             with the aid of an observation hive.  
 
August 28th        Talk: The Victorian Gardener: Dr Judith Hill  In the 1860s gardening was mainly the preserve             
                            of professionals  on large estates, but a new breed was emerging – ordinary householders.     
     
September 7th   LHS Late Summer Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm)  

Please see the Summer 2019 Newsletter, the website, the email news updates, 
or enquire at The Hut for information about upcoming talks.  

For specific Hut events, see back page. 
 

Talks take place on the fourth Wednesday of every month from April to November inclusive, 
at The Old Library Centre, 14-16 Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0HY 

All talks start at 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm) and finish at 10pm. 
Entry is free and non-members are welcome! 

 

The Shows will continue to be held at St Luke's Church, Knights Hill, West Norwood, 
for the foreseeable future. 

LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 

LHS website address: www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  

Chair 
Tony Pizzoferro 
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way, West Norwood 
London SE27 9HR                       Phone: 020 8761 5543 

Show Secretary 
Bob Tydeman 
58 Gipsy Hill, London SE19 1PD 
Phone: 020 8766 6438 

Secretary and Membership Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith 
32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 
Phone: 020 8244 9317 
Email: secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

Outings Organiser 
Brendan Byrne 
10A The Pavement, Chapel Road,  SE27 0UN 
Phone: 020 8761 5651 
Email: brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor  
Val Hunn 
33 Boughton Avenue, Hayes, Bromley, Kent BR2 7PL 
Phone: 020 8402 0433 
Email: valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com 

Trading Secretary 
Eveline Cragg 
8A the Woodlands, Beulah Hill, London SE19 3EG 
Phone: 020 8771 4311 
Email: evesjardin@icloud.com 
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TRADING HUT 

 
Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview Road, Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0QE) 
Opening times:  Saturday: 2.00pm – 4.30pm (last customer 4.15) EXCEPT Saturday 6th April  
                                                                                   when The Hut is closed due to the Spring Show 
                               
                               Sunday:  10.00am – 12.30pm (last customer 12.15) 
 
The TRADING HUT reopens on Saturday 16th February 2019, when you will find it well-stocked with 
all your spring gardening needs.  

 
We will have a wide variety of bulbs, very keenly priced, including gladioli, 
begonias, lilies, dahlias, anemones, cannas, crocosmia and zantedeschia. 
 
Many varieties of SEED POTATO will be in stock. Buy early while stocks last! 
 
The seed order is in. Get ready for 
spring sowings, and look out this 
year for cut flower opportunities. 
Allotments:  use cloches or plastic 
sheet to raise soil temperatures 

pre-sowing. Start in date order with lettuce, spinach, 
onions, peas, cabbage, carrots and beets. If daytime soil 
temperatures are 15˚C you are in the clear. 
(Illustrations from Clip Art) 
 

SALE DATES 

 
BRING & BUY SALE: 7th April, 13/14th April, 20th /21st April 2019 
Bring all those potted-up cuttings that you haven’t got room for – and buy something that suits your 
space! Vegetable plants will be especially welcome. 
 
BEDDING PLANTS SALE:  4/5th May, 11/12th May, 18th/19th May 2019 
Patio plants, vegetables, roses, tender perennials, annuals, hanging basket materials - everything you 
need to get the gardening year off to a flying start.  

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

Our Spring Show is on Saturday 6th April – see the enclosed Schedule – why not 

enter this time? You may find, in your house or garden, daffodils, narcissi, 

hyacinths, foliage plants and succulents, or you could plant up a trough – there 

are classes for all of these. Maybe you could make jam, or bake a cake? 

Don’t forget the photographic classes! You could win a prize! 

And it’s all good fun! 
 
(Articles and photos in this issue are by the Editor unless otherwise stated) 


