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A TRIBUTE TO DOROTHY “DOT” YATES 
 

Sadly, Dorothy Yates died on 7
th

 March 2018 

in Kings College Hospital after suffering 

another fall at home. 

Dot was a great friend to the LHS and will be 

sorely  missed. She lived for most of her life 

with her sister Joan at 64 Grecian Crescent not 

far from the Trading Hut. Her school life 

started at Rockmount Primary School and then 

went on to Coloma Catholic Girls’ school near 

Croydon. As a girl, she attended the Methodist 

Sunday School in the evenings. In later life 

she and her sister Joan occasionally attended                   

  Dot (centre) with her friends Betty Cox and Betty Cowie    All Saints Church. 

 

As a girl, it seems that Dot was a keen collector of certificates and awards. During the Second World 

War she was in the First West Norwood  Girls’ Life Brigade, which awarded her certificates in raffia 

work, passé partout – the craft of framing cut-out images in a particular way – and home nursing. She 

also passed needlework with honours. What may have been the most significant, though, was Dot’s 

pass in a certificate in gardening, which paved the way for horticulture to become a great passion in 

her later life. 

In 1943 she was awarded a first class certificate for regular attendance and conduct at Sunday school, 

and a certificate of merit by the National School Union for a scripture examination. And then in 1944, 

at the age of 14, she passed the elementary grade in pianoforte at the Royal School of Music. 

Dot worked for many years at Southwark Borough Council until retiring in order to pursue her many 

and varied hobbies and interests. 

 

Dot and Joan enjoyed each other’s company and liked going on day outings and coach trips together. 

Both sisters were keen gardeners and particularly enjoyed visits to notable gardens and specialist 

nurseries, an enthusiasm that many of you shared through the Lambeth Horticultural Society and, in 

its day, the Jolly Gardeners. It’s over thirty years since they joined the LHS. In May 1988 they joined 

the committee as observers, becoming committee members the following year. Then in 1993, Dot 

took on the role of  Treasurer, a position she held for fourteen years. She was a reliable, diligent 

officer, who paid attention to detail and looked after the society’s finances carefully and meticulously. 

Even after retiring from the post she remained an active committee member, making sure that she was 

on hand to help her successor. Dot also became one of the Society’s Vice Presidents. 

 

She loved her cottage style garden of perennials and deeply scented old rose varieties, as well as fruit 

in the form of an annual crop of loganberries. Dot revelled in telling people about the plants that she 

and Joan grew. She would enter the Lambeth Horticultural Society’s seasonal shows, at which she 

continued her habit of collecting certificates. In spring she would enter daffodils, tulips, wallflowers 

or primulas. In summer she was noted for her vases of perennials, such as her much- loved 

Michaelmas daisies or centifolia roses’ otherwise known as moss roses due to the moss-like growth on 

the sepals.  

 

Dot was a caring, thoughtful friend who will be sadly missed, but leaves us with lots of happy, joyful 

memories.     

 

Tony Pizzoferro 
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EDITORIAL 
 
After yet another strange and very dull and cold spring, the 
weather is behaving well at the moment. Down in my wildlife 
garden things are burgeoning, with plenty of flowers – forget-me-
nots, alkanet, alliums, clematis and the lovely, scented  ‘Maigold’ 
rose which I feared would not open in May at all – due to my late 
pruning; but it has come up trumps! Foxgloves are in evidence this 
year, good news for bumble bees.  
In fact all flowers are good news not only for bees, but also 
hoverflies, butterflies, and all the other thousands of insects which 

need nectar or pollen to survive – at the same time pollinating the               My lovely Rosa ‘Maigold’ 
plants.  According to Ken Thompson (The Daily Telegraph Saturday 12 May 2018) flower-filled gardens are 
more important than ever, as bees particularly need a huge area of pollen-producing plants to raise their 
larvae. So we should all grow more flowers, especially those open in March and April when Queen 
bumblebees are setting up their colonies. 
 
Once again our programme of talks and outings is under way, please check inside for times and dates. The Hut 
is open at weekends for all your gardening requirements and also advice – please use it  - and if you can spare 
some time to help out, you will be doubly welcome! 
 
You may notice that this newsletter is a mite thinner than usual – I would really welcome articles and photos 
from YOU THE READERSHIP – as I am not always smitten with inspiration! Anything relevant to gardening , 
whether it is locally, on your holidays or something you have read – is very welcome. Photos are particularly 
desirable, and may well turn up  on the front cover! Also, if anyone feels that they would like to write up a talk 
or outing that they have enjoyed, I will greet it with open arms. Please help make your newsletter more 
interesting and relevant to you! 
Copy date for the Autumn 2018 Newsletter is Monday 23rd July – let’s make it a bumper issue! 
Happy gardening! 
Val Hunn 
 

COACH OUTINGS UPDATE 
 
This year our outings cover a wide area of the Home Counties. We have just had a wonderful trip to St Paul’s 
Walden Bury, childhood home of the late Queen Mother, near Hitchin in Hertfordshire, coupled with a visit to 
Aylett Nurseries near St Albans, which has everything a gardener may need – and more! 
Try not to miss the remaining three outings:  
On Saturday 16th June we will visit Polesden Lacey near Dorking. This magnificent National Trust house, 
garden and estate has plenty to keep us all busy for the day.  (£30, NT members £24) 
Saturday 7th July will see us heading for Oxford. Here we will visit two gardens – those of Magdalen College, 
by the River Cherwell, which has 60 acres of garden and deer park; and just across the road, the University of 
Oxford Botanic Garden, the oldest botanical garden in Great Britain. I enjoyed a visit here last year – for more 
information see the LHS Summer Newsletter 2017, p10. (£29) 
Our autumn visit is to the 35 acre West Dean Gardens near Chichester, on Saturday 15th September.  For 
those of us needing exercise, there is a two and a quarter mile circuit walk! But there is plenty more to see 
close to the restaurant and garden shop. (£27) 
 
Places for all of these are still available, and members are welcome to bring friends or relatives.  
To book contact Brendan Byrne -  email: brendanbyrne1@tiscali.co.uk   telephone: 020 8761 5651 
Address: 10a The Pavement, Chapel Road, West Norwood SE27 0UN 

 

 



 LHS Summer 2018 Newsletter Page 4 
 

COACH OUTING: AYLETT NURSERIES and ST PAUL’S WALDEN BURY Saturday 12th May 2018 
 
We visited Aylett Nurseries last September, but by popular 

request we called again so that members could buy plants, 

especially dahlias. 

 Due to the timing of our afternoon visit, we had quite a 

while at Ayletts, and we were able to see their huge range 

of stock in detail. As well as the usual range of plants, there 

were exotics such as carnivorous plants, zantesdeschias and 

succulents, hanging basket displays, and any amount of 

hardware and furniture: and a lot of people! 

Several of us wended our way to the Celebration Garden, 

behind the field which will soon house the dahlia display. 

Here we could wander in peace, and see the last of the 

tulips, and plants which are currently in their prime. A good 

place to take a cup of coffee, sit and contemplate. The boot 

of the coach was quite full when we left……… 

 

Our second port of call was St Paul’s Walden Bury, 

the childhood home of the late Queen Mother. 

We were greeted by the present residents, Caroline and 

Simon Bowes-Lyon. (Simon is the son of the Queen 

Mother’s younger brother, David). We were welcomed 

into the house, which dates from the 1720’s, and 

immediately provided with tea, coffee and biscuits in 

the dining room, which was very welcome.  

 

 

 

Simon gave us an outline of how the gardens were designed – 

they were laid out in the early 18
th
 century, as a formal 

woodland garden with temples, statues and ponds, influenced 

by French 17
th
 century architects, such as André le Notre. 

Three avenues or allées radiate from the front of the house in 

the classic patte d’oie or goose-foot design, running through 

woodland and lined with clipped beech hedges. There is a 

more recent woodland garden and flower gardens. The 

atmosphere and planting are very informal and relaxed. 

Caroline then took us on a guided tour of the ground floor of 

the house, explaining the family history and the provenance 

of many of the pictures and pieces of furniture. We were impressed by the hospitality shown to us - we were 

invited to sit whenever we wanted, including on the 6 chairs bought by the family from the coronations of 

George VI and Elizabeth II; and the house stayed open for us throughout our visit.   
 

 

This was very welcome as rain set in for the afternoon, but it did 

not prevent many stalwart Lambethans from exploring the gardens. 

Our thanks are due to Simon and Caroline for inviting us into their 

lovely home. 

 

The day was thoroughly enjoyable, another coup for Brendan! 
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Talk: MORE SECRET GARDENS OF LONDON 
by Colin Jones, 23rd August 2017 
 

Colin is the Chair of Sanderstead  Horticultural 

Society, and one of our regular Show judges. He often 

talks to us on a variety of topics, and is famed for his 

passion for collecting amusing signs. This time , 

“Adventure before dementia” on the back of a rather 

racy vehicle was greeted with great acclaim. 

He cantered through over 50 gardens to be found in 

London, illustrated with slides and witty anecdotes. 

Some, such as Eltham Palace, Kew, Crystal Palace 

Park, and  The Rookery many of us are already 

familiar with. 

However, Colin mentioned many which we may not 

know about. The recently-restored gardens of Fulham 

Palace, home of the Archbishops of London since the 

12
th
 century, are free to enter. In Richmond Park, in 

Pembroke Lodge gardens, stands King Henry’s 

mound; on this eminence Henry VIII waited for the 

signal to confirm the beheading of Anne Boleyn. 

There is a 6’8” statue of Peter the Great in Deptford, 

in a park in Sayes Court housing estate, on the 

Thames Path near Gove Street; Sayes Court was the 

home of John Evelyn, the diarist. Peter stayed there 

and trashed the house! The Thames Barrier park was 

built to resemble a dock, with yews cut to mimic 

waves. The Horniman Museum in Forest Hill has 

lovely, recently restored gardens and a magnificent 

1894 conservatory, which was brought from tea 

merchant Horniman’s house in Croydon, Combe 

Lodge, in the 1980s. The garden of the Whitgift 

School in Croydon usually opens for the NGS and 

Open House weekend; 4 full-time gardeners look 

after  landscaped gardens, a maze, exotic wildlife, a 

lake and a Japanese garden. 

How lucky we are in London to have so many 

gardens around us! 

Talk: MEDITERRANEAN PLANTS: WHY BUY 
FROM ABROAD?  
by Iain Pentney, 27th September 2017 

 
Iain is from Classiflora, a nursery in North London 

specialising in the import of hardy European  

specimen plants, trees, shrubs and topiary. He talked 

to us on behalf of Perennial (Gardeners Benevolent 

Fund). 

Buying from abroad provides a much larger range of 

plants in a variety of sizes, sourced from 10 European 

countries. The majority are from the “Green capital of 

Europe” – Pistoia in Tuscany. 90% of plants brought 

from Italy will survive in the UK. Their season is 

February-November, ours April-September. Italy has 

a huge range of climates, from snow on mountains to 

40°C in the valleys. 

Plants imported include acers, which can be grown in 

containers; Carex grasses, sold in large clumps; 

bamboo,; Nandina domestica, the sacred bamboo, all 

year round colour; agapanthus – breeders are still 

trying for a black flower; fatsias, which like woodland 

shelter; wisterias, grapevines, bougainvilleas, citrus – 

and many more.  

Iain told us of some techniques he uses to help plants 

grow in the UK- fig trees in huge pots, the trunks can 

be 18” (60cm) in diameter; olives from Spain can be 

salvaged – cut the plant and roots to fit in very large 

containers, and they regenerate well. They like dry, 

shallow, poor soils. New plants can be less vigorous 

due to hybridisation, so he keeps selling older plants, 

but trains and shapes them, and grows them in 

containers. Plants are imported in refrigerated lorries, 

at 16ºC in the summer, a good ambient temperature. 

This was a fascinating journey into an area we knew 

little about.  

 

Talk: 20 PLANTS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD by Colin Jones, 22nd November 2017 
 

Replacing the booked speaker at short notice, Colin gave us, in a new talk,  a whistle-stop tour of plants which 

have been and are essential for our lives, whether by producing oxygen, as food for us or animals, etc.  

These are: yams, rice, wheat, maize, pomegranate, cotton, grapes, hops, sugar cane, tea, opium, coffee, potato, 

bamboo, nutmeg, English oak, cinchona, oranges, coconut and rubber. 

The reasons for including many of these are self-evident, but Colin revealed many snippets of information 

which were a surprise! 

Yams are now a staple food for 100M people, and were grown when hunter-gatherers became farmers. The 

contraceptive pill is made from chemicals produced by the yam. 

The pomegranate, grown by the ancient Egyptians, is a treatment for tapeworms. Cotton caused the Industrial 

Revolution in Britain and the Civil war in America. Opium cannot be synthesised. This source of morphine and 

heroin has to come from a poppy. 25% of the Chinese population became addicted to heroin when the East 

India Company traded it for tea …..which arrived in Britain in 1657, and became more popular than beer. 

Britain lost America because of the tax on tea and the Boston Tea Party! 

Cinchona is the source of quinine, which treats malaria. Malaria has killed more people than all the wars and 

plagues combined. Colin is truly a walking encyclopaedia! 
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LHS SPRING SHOW: Saturday 7th April 2018, at St Luke’s Church, West Norwood 
 
Despite it being a fine warm day, this was a rather quiet show. The unusual spring weather had made 
it difficult to bring together the plants that would normally be in flower at this time. However, there 
were plenty of blooms on display, and that lovely spring flower perfume was in the air throughout 
the church. 
The Cut Bloom section in particular showed some spectacular and fragrant entries. The Floral Art 
was a little sparse but there were some striking entries.  
The Photographic and Domestic classes were as usual very popular – these at least are 
weatherproof!  
The refreshment area was busy all afternoon and the raffle as popular as ever. 
Our thanks, as ever,  are due to our judges: Pauline Shockley, Peter Schneiter, Pam Fox, Colin Jones 
and Audrey Head.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Just a few of the amazingly colourful entries! 
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           DATES FOR 2018  
 May 23rd           Talk: Chris Smith of Pennard Plants will be  with us once again during Chelsea Flower   
                            Show week.   
 
June 27th            Talk: Japanese gardens, shrines, temples and countryside in autumn: Jan Dick, who gave us    
                            such a thrilling talk on Costa Rica a while back,  will be regaling us with her recent travels in          
                            Japan. 
 
July 21/22nd       Lambeth Country Show, Brockwell Park (Saturday & Sunday) 
 
August 22nd        Talk: Deforestation in the Democratic Republic of Congo: our speaker has worked in the DRC   
                             for a women’s charity, and has observed the dramatic effects of deforestation on the local   
                             climate and wildlife. 
 
September 1st    LHS Late Summer Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm)  
 
September 26th   Talk: Restoring a mediaeval meadow: Frank Knowles has been involved in restoring an   
                              ancient meadow near Nottingham for some years. He introduced it to us in August 2016 (see   
                              LHS Summer Newsletter 2017, p4) since when much has happened! 
 
October 24th       LHS prize-giving and Social 
 
November 28th  Talk: Entering the Floral Art competition at the Chelsea Flower Show: Maggie Temple,  
                             Chelsea  gold medal winner, will relate her experiences of entering the show. She will      
                             demonstrate her successful  Floral Art techniques, and will raffle off her creations. 

 
Please see the Summer 2018 Newsletter, the website, the monthly email news calendars, 

or enquire at The Hut for information about upcoming talks. 
 

Talks take place on the fourth Wednesday of every month 
 from April to November inclusive, 

at The Old Library Centre, 14-16 Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0HY 
 

All talks start at 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm) and finish at 10pm. 
Entry is free and non-members are welcome! 

 
The Shows will continue to be held at St Luke's Church, Knights Hill, West Norwood, 

for the foreseeable future. 
 

Goodbye, John Brookes and Beth Chatto 
John Brookes died in March 2018, aged 84 This garden designer and author changed garden design radically 
during the second half of the 20thcentury. In his first book Room Outside (1969) he introduced the idea of the 
garden as an outdoor room, not just for plants, but for people to enjoy themselves in  –  leisure, eating, 
relaxing.  Many of us will have The Small Garden or The New Small Garden (1989) on our shelves. In the last 
week of his life he was publicising his memoir, A Landscape Legacy, at The Garden Museum. 
 
Beth Chatto died on 13th May 2018, aged 94. We had a memorable trip on a hot day to her gardens at 
Elmstead Market, Essex, some years ago, when she came out and chatted to us as we sat cooling down with  
ice creams. She believed that plants should grow in conditions comparable to their natural habitat. She 
famously converted a car park to a Gravel  Garden. The holder of 10 consecutive Chelsea gold medals, she 
wrote numerous books, including The Dry Garden (1978), and also collaborated with Christopher Lloyd on 
three books.  
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TRADING HUT 

 
Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview Road, Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0QE) 
Opening times:  Saturday: 2.00pm – 4.30pm (last customer 4.15) 
                              Sunday:  10.00am – 12.30pm (last customer 12.15) 
 
Exceptions – The Hut will be closed on Show dates – Saturday 1st September (LHS Late Summer      
                        Show) and the weekend of 21st-22nd July (Lambeth Country Show). 
  

CURRENT STOCK AT THE HUT 

 
The Hut is fully stocked with composts, fertilisers and manures. You may also find patio 
plants, vegetables, roses, tender perennials, and annuals. There are always plenty of flower 
and vegetable seeds, hanging basket materials, containers, tools - everything you need to 
keep up the momentum of the gardening year; and, of course, free advice from our seasoned 
gardeners!  

***************************************** 
 Early warning – Late Summer Show photographic classes 

The LHS Late Summer Show will be on Saturday 1st September 2018. Why not get ahead by 

planning to take some photos over the next few months, to enter in the photographic classes? 

The titles of the three classes are: 

 

2 Coloured prints –  “Sunrise or sunset” 

 

1 Print –  “A view from the bridge” 

 

1 Print – Any subject maximum size 7”x 5” 

  

Have a go – you may just surprise yourself and win a prize! 

 
LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 

LHS website address: www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  

Chair 
Tony Pizzoferro 
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way, West Norwood 
London SE27 9HR                       Phone: 020 8761 5543 

Show Secretary 
Bob Tydeman 
58 Gipsy Hill, London SE19 1PD 
Phone: 020 8766 6438 

Secretary and Membership Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith 
32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 
Phone: 020 8244 9317 
Email: secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

Outings Organiser 
Brendan Byrne 
10A The Pavement, Chapel Road,  SE27 0UN 
Phone: 020 8761 5651 
Email: brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor  
Val Hunn 
33 Boughton Avenue, Hayes, Bromley, Kent BR2 7PL 
Phone: 020 8402 0433 
Email: valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com 

Trading Secretary 
Eveline Cragg 
8A the Woodlands, Beulah Hill, London SE19 3EG 
Phone: 020 8771 4311 
Email: evesjardin@icloud.com 

 

(Articles and photos in this issue are by the Editor unless otherwise stated)                         


