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EDITORIAL 
Another winter of seemingly endless rain, and already water companies are applying for summer hosepipe 
bans. What is going on?  I suspect, something like what was outlined in the excellent Lost Effra Project talk 
(See below). Too much rain suddenly in the wrong places, unable to sink into the ground fast enough to fill the 
underground  aquifers on which many areas, including London, depend. We can all do our small bit to help 
mitigate this problem.  
Once again the LHS has a full programme for 2018 –the AGM, then talks from April to November, four 
excellent coach outings, two in-house shows, and our part in the Lambeth Country Show; plus several smaller 
events where volunteers will be made very welcome. All these events will be announced on our website, 
lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk; or inside the back page of the three main newsletters; or at The Hut; or on   
the Coach Outings leaflet enclosed with this mailing, plus the Spring Show Schedule. Please come to as many 
events as you can! They add up to a good couple of weeks’ holiday per year. 
Apart from fighting back the encroaching ivy (my fault) and leylandii hedge (my neighbour’s….) in my garden, I 
am now puzzling over how to attach a rain garden to the downpipe at the front of the house.  I’ll let you know 
if I succeed. 
Copy date for the Summer Newsletter is 1st May. All articles, photos, and items of interest will be gratefully 
received! Happy gardening!  
Val Hunn 

 

Talk: LOST EFFRA PROJECT by Rachel Dowse, 26th July 2017 
 

Rachel, from the London Wildlife Trust (and only in post for a few days), is involved in running the Lost Effra 

Project in conjunction with communities in Herne Hill and the surrounding area. 

The Effra is one of London’s “lost rivers”. Rising from various streams in the Norwood area, it runs north 

through Lambeth, entering the Thames under the MI5 building. 

From its early life as a stream it became an open sewer, and has been gradually culverted and piped until nearly 

all is underground. It is still part of the sewage system, and in times of high rainfall, water entering the sewers 

from the various tributaries, and rainwater runoff from the roads, buildings and paved-over gardens, can 

overcome the Effra’s drainage capability. This can cause serious flooding, especially in the Herne Hill area. 

 

The Lost Effra project aims to reduce rainwater runoff from buildings and gardens, not just by encouraging 

people to enable their gardens to soak up water, but by designing small systems that local people can build 

themselves to divert rainwater into the ground. 

We were shown a variety of ingenious schemes. Planters made from scaffolding boards, connected to rainwater 

downpipes (eg in Milkwood Road), soak up excess water, releasing it slowly. Rain gardens, which people can 

make at home,  consist of a shallow bowl about a foot deep, dug into the ground about 3 metres from a house 

wall. Layers of crushed stone and sandy soil fill the bottom, then the growing medium. It is planted up with a 

variety of drought and water-loving plants to cope with all weather conditions, and connected to a rainwater 

downpipe from the house roof by a range of pipes and channels, whatever is convenient. When there is sudden 

rainfall, water will collect here, and drain away slowly. Successful schemes are under way in Cressingham 

Gardens estate, SW4, and the Rosendale Gardens estate. 

 

Other ideas for householders are de-paving paved-over gardens – even if a few slabs 

are removed, and the space planted up, drainage will be helped; putting a green roof 

on sheds; installing a water butt; connecting a downpipe to your pond or water 

feature. Rachel encouraged our interest by letting us take part in a practical 

demonstration of water flow through a mini-rain garden, a plant pot filled with 

various layers of gravel, sand and soil. 

 

I found this talk so interesting that shortly after I joined the London Wildlife Trust. I 

hope others of us will be inspired to improve the drainage in their gardens. 

(Learn more about the London Wildlife Trust’s projects on www.wildlondon.org.uk, 

from where this booklet ‘Living with Rainwater’ can be downloaded). 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS and RENEWAL REMINDER 
Your membership runs for one year from spring until the following spring, when membership must be renewed. 
The Spring Newsletter is the final one included in a year’s membership, and contains the renewal form, below.  
You will see on the renewal form that you can choose to have your newsletter and other leaflets sent by post, or 
by email link and weblink (the thrice-yearly Newsletter is too big a file to be sent directly by email). Please indicate 
your choice for the coming year on the renewal form. Please choose one method only! 
Another service run by our webmasters  Sarah and Nick Lomax McCusker is the monthly reminder calendar, 
which lists LHS events for the coming month. If you would like to take advantage of this service, please email 
them at newsletter@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk   
If, during the year, you would like to change the way you receive your paperwork, or, importantly, if you change 
your email address or your home address, please drop an email to:                                      
webmaster@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk       Val Hunn   valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com           
and to Rhiannon  at  secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  so that all mailing lists can be kept up to date.        
 
For most members this will be the last newsletter covered by your 2017 subscription. 
Membership is due for renewal from January 2018. You can do this by post (in which case please enclose a 
small stamped self-addressed envelope for your membership card); or in person when The Hut reopens on 
Saturday 17th February 2018; or at one of our talks. 
 
Please note that if you took advantage of the special price membership offer at the Lambeth Country Show 
in September 2017, you have already paid up to Spring 2019 and do not need to pay again now. 
 
The subscription, which entitles you to shop at The Hut and book onto our Coach Outings, is excellent value at 
£7.00! 
PLEASE be sure to use the form below when renewing. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

LHS Membership Joining / Renewal form 2018 
I wish to join/renew my membership of the LHS   (please indicate)                              
 I enclose £7.00 cash/cheque (payable to LHS)                                                            Date……………………………..2018 
 
Title…………. ..  First name…………………………….      Surname……………………………………………….. 
  
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..         Postcode……………………………………... 
 
Telephone……………………………………………………….                 Mobile………………………………………………………..  
 
Email……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and other leaflets ELECTRONICALLY, tick here ………………. 

     OR 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and other leaflets BY POST, tick here ………………. 

 
If you are a couple at the same address paying a postal subscription each, would you like ONE or TWO 
newsletters by post? (Please circle) 
 
Lambeth Horticultural Society (LHS) undertakes not to disclose your details to any third parties.  
The information provided here by you is for LHS use only. 

Please return to: Rhiannon Harlow Smith, 32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 

PLEASE ENCLOSE SMALL S.A.E. FOR MEMBERSHIP CARD 
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DULWICH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP 
Spring gardens talk – Troy Scott Smith on 
“Sissinghurst – revitalising Vita” 
7.30pm Thursday 22nd March 2018 
at the Lecture Theatre, Alleyn’s School, Townley Road, 
London SE22 8SU 
 
This year’s Spring talk will be given by Troy Scott Smith, the 
Head Gardener at Sissinghurst Castle Garden since 2013. 
Before his move to Sissinghurst, Troy was Head Gardener at 
Bodnant in North Wales, another celebrated National Trust 
garden. 
Troy’s talk will tell us about the 7-year project that he and 
his team are carrying out to revitalise the garden, bringing 
about a more authentically Vita Sissinghurst – a celebration 
of beauty, romance, intimacy and emotion.  After the talk 
there will be an opportunity to meet Troy over a glass of 
wine. 
 
Tickets are £10 each (including a glass of wine) and may be purchased through www.eventbrite.co.uk (search 
“Dulwich Society”), or by sending a cheque payable to the “Dulwich Society” and SAE to Jeremy Prescott, 142 
Court Lane, London SE21 7EB. 
Enquiries to:  JeremyMPrescott@gmail.com 
 
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 
 
 

 

On the reverse is your MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM! 
 

Please return it to Rhiannon as soon as possible with 
your subscription. 
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LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY COACH OUTINGS 2018 
 
Hello everyone! 2018 is here and we have a great year ahead, with lots of activities being arranged 
by your Society. The outings to gardens of interest, with the odd home included as well, form part of 
these activities. 
Many of you have expressed an interest to visit Aylett Nurseries, Hertfordshire, in the spring, when 
dahlia plants are for sale, after enjoying the dahlia exhibition so much in September (See p10). We 
are very pleased to include it on our first outing in May, and to follow it on the same day with a visit 
to St Paul’s Walden Bury. This is the birthplace of Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, where her 
first cousin still lives, a little younger than Her Majesty. 
                             
Our other outings this year take us to Surrey, Oxfordshire, and Sussex, still staying in close proximity 
to our green capital. Guideline Coaches will be taking us again, with very helpful and friendly drivers, 
and a small fare increase on a couple of our routes.  
A leaflet with details of all outings and a booking form is enclosed with this newsletter. 
  
Entrance fees to gardens are always increasing and 2018 is no exception. However, we have kept our 
outing prices as low as possible. 
We hope you will all join us again, and remember that you can bring friends and family members for 
the same price as members on these outings. 
 
Do get in touch if you need any more information. My contact details are: 
Email:  brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk        Tel:  020 87615651 
Address: 10a The Pavement, Chapel Road, West Norwood, SE27 0UN 
 
Brendan Byrne  
 
 

The following are the outings we have arranged for 2018 
 
For details, please see the accompanying leaflet and booking form. Bookings will  only be accepted 
on this form!  
Members who receive electronic mailing will find that a booking form has been sent to them by 
email. The booking form is NOT available on the Society’s website. 
 
Saturday 12th May  Cost £36 
Aylett Nurseries, St Albans and St Paul’s Walden Bury, Whitwell, Hertfordshire 
 
Saturday 16th June   Cost £30, NT members £24 
Polesden Lacey, near Cobham, Surrey 
 
Saturday 7th July   Cost £29 
Magdalen College gardens, Oxford and Oxford Botanic Garden (See Summer 2017 Newsletter, p10) 
 
Saturday 15th September   Cost £27 
West Dean Gardens, near Chichester,  Sussex 
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LHS LATE SUMMER SHOW: Saturday 2nd September 2017 
Staged as usual in St Luke’s Church, We were lucky to have a sunny day which encouraged visitors in 
the afternoon.  
All went according to plan, with entries in most classes.  We still need more entries in the Top Vase 
category and the Chrysanthemum section. In the vegetable area, we could use more tray and 
collection entries – these are fun to set up, and many points can be gained by a nice tidy display of 
well-presented items. The Domestic section is always well-filled, and the Handicrafts , Photographic 
and Floral Art entries can be amazing.  
Many thanks are due to Show Secretary Bob Tydeman, who works towards these events from many 
months in advance; the show judges, for their time and expertise; and not least to Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith, who recruits the judges and mans the Membership desk; Trading Secretary 
Eveline Cragg, who sets up her mobile shop so beautifully; Matilda Smith, who puts together and 
serves the lunches; and the afternoon refreshments  team (Jean Gray, Brenda Wheeler and Val 
Hunn), who keep us fed and watered until 4.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the many prize-winning entries 
 

LHS PRIZE GIVING and SOCIAL: Wednesday 25th October 2017 
Back again in St Luke’s Church, this annual event was presided over by our Chairman, Tony 
Pizzoferro. The Mayor of Lambeth, Councillor Marcia Cameron, presented the prizes, which are listed 
opposite.  
Our entertainment, provided by Philip Spedding, was a gardening knowledge quiz, which included 
songs with horticultural allusions, and anagrams. This certainly sorted out the sheep from the goats! 
After all that brain work the refreshments were very welcome (many thanks for all the edible 
donations), and a lot of social interaction occurred. The evening concluded with a raffle. 
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LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
LATE SUMMER SHOW 2ND  SEPTEMBER 2017 – TROPHIES AWARDED 

 
CLASSES   

1 - 96 BANKSIAN MEDAL most prize money won 
2015 A Kingsley-Scott 2016 Sue Wallace 

Don Willsmore 

1 - 23 VEGETABLE SECTION best exhibit,  
NVS society medal 

Sue Wallace  

24 COLLECTION OF 4 SALAD VEGETABLES winner, Society trophy Don Willsmore  

25 COLLECTION OF 4 KINDS OF VEGETABLES, The Lambeth cup Sarah and Nick Lomax 
McCusker 

26 LHSTOP TRAY £10 hut voucher 
        £5  hut voucher 
        £3 hut voucher 

Don Willsmore 
Lomax McCusker  
No Entry 

1 - 26 VEGETABLE SECTION most points 
Eric Hunt challenge cup 

Don Willsmore 
 

27 - 33 FRUIT SECTION best exhibit, The Worshipful Company of 
Gardeners cup 

Sarah and Nick Lomax 
McCusker 

27-33 FRUIT SECTION most points,  
David Shaw cup 

Sue Wallace  

34 - 43 CHRYSANTHEMUM SECTION  
  NCS silver medal 
                             NCS bronze medal 

 
Brendan Byrne 
No entry 

38 CHRYSANTHEMUM – vase of 5 blooms 
The Charles Jeal shield 

 
No entry 

44 - 50 DAHLIA  silver medal 
  bronze medal 

Robert McConnell 
Annette Kingsley-Scott 

73 HANGING BASKET Garden News shield No entry 

78 LHS TOP VASE £10 hut voucher 
 
       £5 hut voucher 
                                  £3 hut voucher 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 
Gabrielle Garton Grimwood 
No entry 
No entry 

51 - 78 GENERAL FLOWERS most points  
Les Cooper cup 

St James’ Church garden 

51 - 78 GENERAL FLOWERS best exhibit  
Mrs E Plant cup 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

79 - 83 PELARGONIUM SECTION best exhibit,  
Society trophy 

Bob Tydeman 

84 - 96 HOUSEPLANT & CACTUS best exhibit  
Tony Farrow shield 

Janice Green 

97 - 103 FLORAL ART best exhibit  
The Turton trophy 

Mark Crick 

103 FLORAL ART beginners trophy No entry 

104 - 
111 

DOMESTIC SECTION most points  
The Lambeth trophy 

Sue Wallace 

112 - 
116 

HANDICRAFT SECTION best exhibit  
Bronze trophy 

Gabrielle Garton Grimwood 

117 –
119 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SECTION best exhibit  
Society trophy 

Annette Kingsley-Scott 

120 –
123 

CHILDREN'S SECTION best exhibit  
Society trophy 

Benjamin Kingsley-Scott 
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LETTER FROM OUR NORTHERN 
CORRESPONDENT 
Dear Friends,  

With the arrival of winter it is time for me to write 

again.  This year it seemed the weather maps showed 

an almost permanent diagonal line across the country, 

reaching from Cornwall to just above Hull, one side 

of which the weather was glorious and the other side 

of which the weather was cold and wet. I think Sod’s 

Law came into play in that, on the rare fine days I 

always seemed to have appointments to keep, and 

when I planned days for the garden the rain was 

always tipping down. 

December last year was quite kind, we even managed 

an hour or two of gardening on Christmas Day and 

Boxing Day -  by the 28
th
 it was snowing of course. 

More followed on and off all through January so 

gardening was mainly limited to working in the 

greenhouse, where I keep  plants  ticking over out of 

the worst of the weather. I had pots of snowdrops, 

chrysanths, fuchsias, cyclamen  and azaleas  all 

flowering through January and into February.   

Pots of Hyacinths and Narcissus I start in the garage. I 

keep the mice and the light out with the thick foil 

‘dishes’ quiches come in. I tried the polystyrene discs 

they use under pizzas but these were invitations-to-

dine for the mice! I have long since given up on 

prepared bulbs; instead I find top quality bulbs 

planted as early as possible and  left in the dark until 

the leaves start. In the light of the big garage window 

the flower buds grow well, and produce flowers from 

mid-February. For a first try I chose Tazetta 

Narcissus ‘Bridal Crown’ and was delighted with 

them; they flowered for weeks and the perfume filled 

whichever room they were in. I have used that variety 

again and this year’s are in the spare bedroom,  just 

peeping through as I write. Last year’s bulbs were 

hiding in the garden-house and only recently came to 

light. I intended to plant them in the garden but with it 

being so late I have put them in pots again. I wonder 

how they will do as the leaves had started and there 

were roots growing which were trying to grow into 

the next-door bulb! 

February was true to form – spells of snow 

interspersed with rain and fog. To go with the 

unhelpful weather we had yet another skirmish with 

our unhappy neighbour. Not satisfied with throwing 

some of our plants down 15  feet  into the garden and 

tipping the rest out on our doorstep so as to clear ‘his’ 

patch of ground (it isn’t his but we couldn’t afford the 

solicitor’s fees !) he had workmen roll up 

unannounced and erect a 6ft high black metal fence. It 

is bolted to our garage wall (no permission requested) 

and runs tight across the end of the garage so that we 

cannot even open the window. It continues along a 

length of the terrace wall so now it is all but 

impossible to reach to prune my climbing roses and 

quite impossible to put my pots of herbs on the wall. 

We have decided that our garden looks so like a Wild 

Wood  that the neighbour is afraid that it hides wolves 

and wild boar or has mistaken the local ginger puss 

for a tiger, against all of whom the iron fence offers 

some protection!  The one plant he was unable to 

move was a Japanese Acer which had grown through 

the base of the pot and into the ground, but he 

damaged the pot so that the roots were exposed.  I 

offered the Parks Department the acer along with two 

junipers which were too near a neighbour’s drain, as 

they too had grown out of the barrel they were in. 

Fortunately  the Parks Department were delighted to 

have three nice specimen trees and did the job in a 

morning. All three are now growing happily in Lister 

Park.. 

March – days of snow, fog, rain, cold winds with the 

occasional workable day when Ken and I could begin 

pruning roses and enjoy  the hellebores and the  

snowdrops. In all we managed just 6 days when we 

could work outside that month. I got the tender seeds 

going in the heated propagators however. There are 

times when the house looks more like a greenhouse 

we happen to live in! 

Ken and I celebrated  All Fools’ Day by finally 

potting up the 6 roses we had heeled into a raised bed 

‘temporarily’ 18 months previously!  April began 

well with us getting in the garden for varying lengths 

of time for the first 10 days of the month. Then my 

heart suddenly decided to play up and I fetched up in 

the local hospital for a day or two. A week or two of 

daily April showers, and the arrival of the summer 

bulbs which needed putting into pots, successfully 

prevented me from doing anything too strenuous and 

by the time the Harrogate Spring Show came around 

we had a thoroughly enjoyable day there. It hardly 

needs saying that we returned with bags full of 

treasures. The tail end of April had a sting in it with a 

couple of days when the ‘April showers’ were of 

snow and hail – a swift reminder that you keep half-

hardy stuff under cover for at least another month. 

The first two weeks of May were disappointing. Day 

after day I noted that there was a very cold, strong 

wind which dried out all the pots and even some parts 

of the garden. We fetched out the hoses, an annual 

task we do not enjoy, but we had emptied all 5 

rainwater butts. Needless to say as soon as we had 

laid them out round the garden the daily showers 

returned ! The wretchedly cold weather continued 

into June and on the 7
th
 and 8

th
 we had damagingly 

high winds. Blossom and buds were like confetti on 

the ground and later we picked only 3 apples although 

we have 8 apple trees. The excessively wet and windy 

weather continued and it was the 13
th
 June before the 

wind had dropped. Even then it was only for a day or 

two that we had some respite.  Ken did his best to 
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keep the garden ticking over but unfortunately the 

older I get the less inclined I am to chance life and 

limb on the slippery stone steps to the garden, and 

there was enough damage done to the plants on the 

terrace to keep me busy there. As the cold, wet June 

became a cold wet July, followed by an August which 

didn’t warm up until ten days in, Ken went in the 

garden whenever he got the chance whilst I coped 

with the plants on the terrace. We hoped September  

would provide an Indian Summer and we did get a 

few days at the end of the month when we saw rather 

more sun.  It was late October when I finally got  

down the steps into the garden and then on only two    

days. It is hard to realise I did not go into the garden  

from mid-May until late October. Far too much of my 

time has been swallowed up by medical matters. 

Anyway all the bulbs are in the ground or in pots, all 

the geraniums are in the house and we got the fleece 

on the terrace plants just before the dive in the 

temperatures to 30°F and the arrival of six inches of 

snow last night. Now to go through the seed 

catalogues in a warm room.   

Wishing you all good gardening in 2018!  

Audrey and Ken Luff 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Before  fence                                                                           After fence 

 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
The South London Botanical Institute (SLBI) has published its spring calendar of events. Upcoming talks 
include Ancient English oaks, Murder most florid, and Leaf fossils as an indicator of climate. For International 
Women’s Day (Thursday 8th March) there is a walk in Brompton Cemetery, looking at spring flowers and the 
graves of women pioneers. There are other walks in local woods, workshops, and children’s activities. The 
Institute is open every Thursday.  For full details see the website:  www.slbi.org.uk    
323 Norwood Road, SE24 9AQ   020 8674 5787                 email:  caroline@slbi.org.uk 
 
The Garden Museum (gardenmuseum.org.uk) will show an exhibition on Cedric Morris: Artistic Plantsman 
from April 18th to July 22nd. This British artist (1889-1982) founded the East Anglian School of Painting and 
Drawing at Benton End in Suffolk, and is famed as a plantsman, breeding irises, and a painter. 
 
The Temperate House at Kew Botanic Gardens will reopen from May 5th, after a 5-year restoration. This is the 
world’s largest Victorian greenhouse, and contains around 10,000 endangered and rare plants, some original 
and some newly-propagated. Some of the largest plants had to stay in place throughout the restoration! 
 
Looking further afield, 2018 is the Humphrey Repton Bicentennial year. Many historic houses, parks and 
gardens will celebrate the 200th anniversary of his death (on March 24th 1818) throughout the year. He was 
born in Bury St Edmunds in 1752. (www.thegardenstrust.org.uk       020 7608 2409) 
 
The first Ascot Spring Garden Show  will be held on Ascot Racecourse on April 13th/14th. There will be 
specialist nurseries, plants for sale, garden accessories and 6 winning Chelsea show gardens. For a full day out, 
Windsor Great Park and The Savill Garden are nearby. (www.ascot.co.uk) 
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COACH OUTING: AYLETT NURSERIES and CHENIES 
MANOR, Saturday 16th September 2017 
 
Our first visit of the day was to Aylett Nurseries in 

Hertfordshire. There was plenty to keep us occupied. Aylett 

Nurseries specialise in dahlias and have an annual Autumn 

Dahlia Festival featuring a dahlia marquee showcasing cut 

blooms and a field at the back of the nursery ablaze with colour 

displaying around 60 different varieties of dahlia.  

As part of their celebrations for 60 years as a Nursery and                             

Garden Centre, Ayletts created a Celebration Garden to                               

               Dahlia ‘Honka yellow’                       demonstrate how versatile dahlias can be when planted in a 

garden. They also created a wild flower border at the edge of the field complete with its own insect hotel. 

In addition to the dahlias Ayletts had a big selection of bulbs, autumn bedding and other plants for us to browse 

around and there was also a small butterfly house with a selection of brightly coloured butterflies and butterfly-

friendly plants such as lantana.  

 

After lunch we moved on to Chenies Manor and 

Gardens in Buckinghamshire. The Manor House is a 

Tudor Grade 1 listed building originally owned by 

the Cheyne family and once known as Chenies Palace 

although it was never a royal seat or the seat of a 

bishop. It was said to have been visited on numerous 

occasions by King Henry VIII and Elizabeth 1. The 

estate was owned by the Russell family (Dukes of 

Bedford) for years and sold to its present owners, the 

Macleod Matthews family, in the 1950s, who then 

started a long process of restoration. The house itself 

was not open on the day we visited but the gardens 

more than made up for it.    

 

Winner of the Historic Houses and Christies Garden of the Year 2009 Award, the Garden is divided into 

various compartments such as the sunken garden, white garden, kitchen garden, physic garden.  There are also 

two different mazes in the grounds. The garden features a large display of dahlias - around 900 dahlia tubers are 

planted annually. There is  a wide range of other flowers and shrubs to complement the dahlias including 

cosmos, salvias, roses etc. A number of sculptures also enhance the surroundings. 

 

We were all bowled over with the elegance and wonderful 

condition of the gardens so late in September and must 

take our hats off to the hard work of the garden team. In 

the spring the gardens are a showpiece for tulips with 

around 7000 bulbs planted. 

The house and gardens are frequently used by TV and 

film companies. Antiques Roadshow was filmed there in 

2014; other filmings include Poirot, Little Dorrit and 

Midsomer Murders. Our afternoon was rounded off with 

delicious home-made cake and tea in the gardens and 

there was just time to pay a quick visit to St Michael’s 

Church (located just outside the grounds) which dates 

back to the 15
th
 century and contains the private 

mausoleum of the Russell family. 

 

Thanks once again to Brendan for all his hard work in arranging such an interesting programme of outings for 

2017. 

Jean Gray (article and photos) 
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DATES FOR 2018 
 

February 17th   The Hut reopens (Saturday and Sunday – see p 12 for opening hours) 
 
March 28TH        Annual General Meeting   If you have any questions for discussion, please send them to the   
                            Secretary beforehand, for inclusion in the agenda. 
 
April 7th              LHS Spring Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm) 
 
April 25th           Talk: The Jerusalem Botanic Gardens ……and much more: Neil Miller is Head Gardener at               
                            Hever Castle and has a wide repertoire of gardening talks. 
 
May 23rd            Talk: Chris Smith of Pennard Plants, will be  with us once again during Chelsea Flower   
                            Show week.   
 
June 27th            Talk: Japanese gardens, shrines, temples and countryside in autumn: Jan Dick, who gave us    
                            such a thrilling talk on Costa Rica a while back,  will be regaling us with her recent travels in          
                            Japan. 
 
July 21/22nd       Lambeth Country Show, Brockwell Park (Saturday & Sunday) 
 
September 1st   LHS Late Summer Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm)  

 
Please see the Summer 2018 Newsletter, the website, the monthly email news calendars, 

or enquire at The Hut for information about upcoming talks. 
 

Talks take place on the fourth Wednesday of every month from April to November inclusive, 
at The Old Library Centre, 14-16 Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0HY 

 
All talks start at 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm) and finish at 10pm. 

Entry is free and non-members are welcome! 
 

The Shows will continue to be held at St Luke's Church, Knights Hill, West Norwood, 
for the foreseeable future. 

 
LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 

LHS website address: www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  

Chair 
Tony Pizzoferro 
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way, West Norwood 
London SE27 9HR                       Phone: 020 8761 5543 

Show Secretary 
Bob Tydeman 
58 Gipsy Hill, London SE19 1PD 
Phone: 020 8766 6438 

Secretary and Membership Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith 
32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 
Phone: 020 8244 9317 
Email: secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

Outings Organiser 
Brendan Byrne 
10A The Pavement, Chapel Road,  SE27 0UN 
Phone: 020 8761 5651 
Email: brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor  
Val Hunn 
33 Boughton Avenue, Hayes, Bromley, Kent BR2 7PL 
Phone: 020 8402 0433 
Email: valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com 

Trading Secretary 
Eveline Cragg 
8A the Woodlands, Beulah Hill, London SE19 3EG 
Phone: 020 8771 4311 
Email: evesjardin@icloud.com 
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TRADING HUT 

 
Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview Road, Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0QE) 
Opening times:  Saturday: 2.00pm – 4.30pm (last customer 4.15) EXCEPT Saturday 7th April  
                                                                                when The Hut is closed due to the Spring Show 
                              Sunday:  10.00am – 12.30pm (last customer 12.15) 
 
The TRADING HUT reopens on Saturday 17th February 2018, when you will find it well-stocked with 
all your spring gardening needs.  
We will have a wide variety of bulbs, very keenly priced, including gladioli, begonias, lilies, dahlias, 
anemones, cannas, crocosmia and zantedeschia. 
Many varieties of SEED POTATO will be in stock. Buy early while stocks last! 
  

SALE DATES 

 
BRING & BUY SALE: March 31st/April 1st, 8th April, 14/15th April 2018 
Bring all those potted-up cuttings that you haven’t got room for – and buy something that suits your 
space! Vegetable plants will be especially welcome. 
BEDDING PLANTS SALE:  5/6th May, 12/13th May, 19th/20th May 2018 
Patio plants, vegetables, roses, tender perennials, annuals, hanging basket materials - everything you 
need to get the gardening year off to a flying start.  
 

BETTY COX CORNER – My Garden at The Hut 

 
I have now nearly filled the space with perennials or self-seeders. Most local residents are very 
happy to see the garden, but unfortunately somebody cannot resist breaking off the tall spikes. In 
the past we have lost acanthus and ecchiums. All year round there is great variety in the foliage, 
interspersed with hardy geraniums, brilliant poppies, white daisies and evening primrose. At the 
moment the winter foliage is still of interest. Soon there will be crocus, daffodils and hyacinths to 
bring early colour, and then I will do some tidying so that everything can be seen. It is not meant to 
be immaculate, but a lot more fun than grass!  
I have now retired from working at The Hut at weekends, and MORE VOLUNTEERS are needed! 
Often only two people are available to cover a session. PLEASE consider going to help, even if only 
for a day now and then. It is good fun and good companionship, with a free cup of tea and biscuit, 
and usually plenty of laughs. (To volunteer, contact Eveline Cragg, see p11 for details). 
Thank you, and a Happy New Year to all!  Betty Cox 

  
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 
Our Spring Show is on Saturday 7th April – see the enclosed Schedule – why not enter 

this time? You may find, in your house or garden, daffodils, narcissi, hyacinths, foliage 

plants and succulents, or you could plant up a trough – there are classes for all of these. 

Maybe you could make jam, or bake a cake? 

Don’t forget the photographic classes! You could win a prize! 

And it’s all good fun! 
 
(Articles & photos in this issue are by the Editor unless otherwise stated) 


