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EDITORIAL 
 
In this issue I have been overwhelmed with the response to my plea for copy – what a pleasure! Not 
only is there a crackingly atmospheric description of the Lambeth Country Show by Matilda Smith,  
but also a completely unexpected short piece by a young lady who was astonished at winning prizes 
for her entries; Betty Cox updated us on her garden at The Hut; and Steve Cutler was so impressed 
by Chris Smith’s Heritage Vegetables talk that Chris gave him some tomato plants – and their 
breathtaking journey to Steve’s garden is related on page 4.  
 
The LHS year has been going well with the monthly talks, outings and appearances by the Society at 
various local events. Brendan’s outings so far have been blessed with good weather, lovely houses, 
splendid gardens and at least one scrumptious tea, plus luxury travel in very comfortable coaches. 
There are still seats available for the final trip of the year, to Ayletts Nurseries and Chenies Manor on 
16th September; if you’d like to go, please contact Brendan: his details are on page 11.  
 
We have also been lucky enough to secure new webpersons, Sarah and Nick Lomax McCusker, and 
they are getting to grips with the websiteband the monthly news updates. They will be sending out 
the electronic versions of this newsletter and the Late Summer Show Schedule. 
 
The Late Summer Show is on 2nd September in St Luke’s Church, Knights Hill – we hope for a good 
turnout of entries and visitors, so come along at 2pm and see what people have been tending with 
loving care in their plots all year, and cleaning and polishing the previous evening. If you would like 
to enter a class and are worried that you don’t know how to prepare and  stage an entry in the show, 
the RHS’s new book “The Great British Village Show” will tell you all you need to know in a very user-
friendly manner. See page 8 for details.  
 
At home, down in the Nature Reserve, huge baby birds are being 
fed by tatty and exhausted parents. The house sparrows have 
increased hugely in numbers as each pair can have two or even 
three broods of youngsters. I have also seen fledgling blackbirds, 
robins, dunnocks, blue tits and great tits, all very demanding. At 
least a dozen dragonflies have emerged from the pond, but alas 
no damselflies have been seen. The newts are fine, but again no 
tadpoles of either frog or toad have been seen.  
 

                                                                        
                                                        Mum, am I a dunnock? Or a robin? 
 

I am delighted that my Clematis viticella ‘Lady Betty Balfour’ 
(named  after Lady Eve’s mother), after an absence of two years, 
has resprouted, and having survived an early attack of clematis 
wilt, is now in flower and bursting with buds. I take no 
responsibility for this, but never gave up hope. It must be the 
weather. 
Christmas is coming, inevitably, and The Hut will be ready to 
supply your present needs, see p12. 
Copy date for the Spring 2018 issue is January 21st.  

Happy gardening! 
Val Hunn
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50 YEARS OF SGT. 
PEPPER’S LONELY 
HEARTS CLUB BAND 
Chiswick House, in conjunction 

with Gavin Jones Ltd and Clifton 

Nurseries, celebrated their role in 

the release of The Beatles’ Sgt. 

Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 

Band album 50 years ago by 

recreating part of the famous 

album cover. 

The Beatles had used the gardens 

of Chiswick House for music 

videos for both Paperback Writer 

and Rain. 

The album cover featured famous 

people above a flower bed which 

included  hyacinths and peperomia plants. The recreation featured life size topiary models of the 

Beatles and a reinterpretation of the flower bed. 

Clifton Nurseries in Maida Vale provided the flowers both for the original shoot for the album and its 

recreation. 

Jean Gray, June 2017 (text and photo) 

****************************************** 

Talk: BEING HEAD GARDENER AT HEVER CASTLE  
by Neil Miller, 26th April 2017 
 
Neil joined the gardening team at Hever 12 years ago. The last LHS outing 
there was in May 2016 (see LHS Autumn 2016 newsletter, p5) and most of 
us are familiar with the castle and gardens, so we were able to picture 
ourselves in the scenes throughout Neil’s  talk, which was beautifully 
illustrated.  
The castle began as a wooden building in 1120. The gatehouse dates from 
1150 and the main castle from 1450. It was the childhood home of Anne 
Boleyn, and was lived in by Anne of Cleves for many years. The various 
owners from 1500-1900 left the castle in a bad state of repair, and 
surrounded by mud and marsh. 
In 1903 William Waldorf Astor fell in love with the castle, and had it 
restored to his vision of a Tudor mansion. There was no garden before 
1920, when Astor laid down his Edwardian pleasure-ground in 4 years, 
using Irish navvies for the labour.  
Now the yew and box topiary is 110 years old. There is a Tudor chess set topiary garden, a rose garden, a 
maze (it takes 2 weeks to cut the yew hedge), and a spring border.  A garden regeneration programme is 
under way, since a period of relative neglect from the 1960s. 
Astor travelled in Italy in 1910 and brought back a lot of urns and statues. The Italian garden which resulted 
now covers 9 acres, and all the statues are on show – most are Roman, over 2000 years old. The Pompeii Wall 
consists of a series of “rooms”, each based on a part of Pompeii. It is south facing, with Mediterranean plants, 
figs, olives, pistachio, pomegranates.  The sunken garden was a Roman bath until the 1960s, when it became a 
Mediterranean garden with a sunken pond.  A sandstone loggia at the far end faces the lake, and has a 
fountain based on the Trevi Fountain in Rome.  
All this splendid vegetation grows without any chemical sprays or pesticides – except for spraying the roses 
against black spot. With events such as jousting, archery, Santa Claus and his grotto, and 300 Christmas trees, 
the castle is open 11½ months a year. The head gardener’s life is not a quiet one! 
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IT WAS ALL BECAUSE OF CHRIS SMITH………..! 
 
It all began with the annual inspirational talk by Chris Smith [Wednesday 24

th
 May 2017], the vegetable-based 

god! Just to read his heritage seed catalogue in tomatoes alone is enough to encourage anyone to grow a rare 

heritage tomato in a romantic fashion - but to have a talk from the gold Chelsea Flower Show winner was a 

Christmas gift at the beginning of the growing season.  

 

Chris, having talked about the new and the old varieties of vegetable, made me want to grow once again. 

During his talk Chris had mentioned the patio plum tomato; this incredible-sounding bush variety of tomato 

which grows as a micro tomato plant of around 8 inches and is highly yielding! Was it too good to be true?  

I managed to talk to Chris before and after (I can only compare how I felt to the time I met Jonny Wilkinson). 

He mentioned during the talk that he was selling plug plants of the patio plum…..I had to get some! We 

arranged that he would leave some at Roots and Shoots after the Chelsea Flower Show. Bingo! I thought, and 

on Monday off I rode to Roots and Shoots!  

 

Not having been there before, I found it to be completely blissful with ferns to die 

for. It's a mental massage to wonder and wander in its grounds........at first the guy 

in reception couldn’t find the plug plants... Drat! I thought this was too good to be 

true!  

Relief! We found out that they were hiding in a corner of the greenhouse. 

Looking at them... ah, I thought: “All of these?” I asked the receptionist. “Yep, 

they’re all that he left you”.  

 

30 plug plants later I'm working out logistics...Uber... no... bus... hmm don't think 

so... In the end I put all the plants on the back of my panniers, started praying that 

the precious cargo would not be damaged and then proceeded to wheel the bike 

while balancing the plants from Kennington to St Thomas' Hospital (I had to go 

to work to deliver a proposal). With looks from porters and consultants alike, I 

played it cool. These weren't any Money Maker tomatoes, these were Chelsea 

Flower Show tomato plants!  

Proposal dropped off, I set off on the next leg of the tomato journey, to London 

Bridge in order to get the plants home. After two trains, one bike and a mixture of looks I made it home, 

hurrah!  

I keenly potted them on, taking my time lovingly. I decided to pot them up in the “multipurpose” compost that 

had been sitting since last year in the shed.  

Two, three, four days had passed... nothing. They need a bit of sun, perfect, I can stick them on the shed, they'll 

have a lovely time up there.  

 

Day 7: “Are they meant to be yellow?” Jess asks me from the kitchen. “Don't be daft! You know nothing, you 

weren't at the talk!” I hastily chased up to The Hut: “Betty! Eveline! Anyone! Why are me toms going yellow?” 

Eveline, “I think they need ammonia”. Me and Betty go to that big book that sits in The Hut, telling you 

everything about gardening you’ll ever need to know, and look it up. Yes! They're lacking potassium! “You 

could always wee on them”, Eveline says. “Pardon?” She then went on to explain about the ammonia in urine. 

In the end I repot them in John Innes No.3.  

 

I get home... “Hello darling!” “Steve, why have you planted your tomatoes in bark?” “It was in the compost 

bag!” “Yes, but that's ‘cos Tony had nothing else!” Aaaarghhh!  

The tomatoes are now green, safe, and bearing fruit! Marvellous! What other adventures will these fruits take 

me on? Let's hope it's along the lines of a delicious salad!  

 

Stephen Cutler  

(Picture from Pennard Plants website) 
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COACH OUTING: GREYS COURT, HENLEY ON THAMES and CHALKHOUSE GREEN FARM, 
KIDMORE END, near READING, Saturday 17th June 2017 
 

We had a lovely sunny day for our visit to Greys Court, near Henley, 

Oxfordshire. This beautiful house, the main fabric of which is Tudor, is 

actually a patchwork of knapped flint and clay tiles, stone and brick, 

timber and render. Rather like Sissinghust, the current house exists within 

the ruins of mediaeval towers and outbuildings, connected by a curtain 

wall. It has connections with many historical figures.  

Mentioned in Domesday Book in 1086, and fortified by the De Greys in 

1346, it passed by marriage to the Lovell family in the 1400s, Francis 

Lovell being a chief ally of Richard III. The house was given to Jasper 

Tudor, uncle of Henry VII, then passed to Sir Robert Knollys in 1514. In 

1575-6 Sir Francis Knollys rebuilt the main house, which was again 

remodelled in 1758-60s by Sir Thomas Stapleton. It stayed with the 

Stapletons until1934, by which time much of the estate had been sold off. 

Mrs Evelyn Fleming, mother of Ian and Peter Fleming, had the house 

until 1937, when it was bought by the Swiss family Brunner. 
             Greys Court  

Sir Felix Brunner was the great- grandson of a Swiss Protestant minister 

who came to Lancashire in 1832. His grandfather was Sir John Brunner, 

co-founder of the chemical company Brunner Mond, which 

amalgamated to form ICI in 1926. Sir Felix(d.1982) and his wife 

brought up four sons in the house. Elizabeth, Lady Brunner, grand-

daughter of Sir Henry Irving, continued to live in the house until her 

death in 2003, though it had been given to The National Trust in 1969.  

The gardens are arranged as a series of rooms, each with a picturesque 

backdrop of ancient buildings and ruined masonry, the whole 

surrounded by a grade-2 listed parkland. The gardens were largely 

developed by the Brunners, who made a Tower Garden, Rose Garden, 

Wisteria Walk, Kitchen Garden, Maze, Cherry Garden, Knot Garden, 

Arboretum and Orchard. It takes a while to cover all of these, close 

together though they are, because there is so much detail in the planting 

and architecture. We were lucky to see an exhibition of sculpture on our 

visit.  

After a picnic lunch, we departed feeling that there was still more to see; 

maybe we could return when the wisteria is in flower?                                   Sculpture  and the Tower 

 

Our next port of call was Chalkhouse Green Farm and gardens, near Reading. This is a small traditional farm 

with a difference. Owned by the Hall family since 1960, a lovely garden has been developed alongside the 

farm.  

Frequently open for schools, groups and the NGS, there is a lot to see packed into a small area. Many events 

held there support the charity Soundabout, co-founded by the Halls, which helps children with special needs 

through music. 

We were greeted by Mrs Sarah Hall, who led us into an immense old cruck-beamed barn, sat us down, and told 

us all about the history of their time on the farm. Then we were given carte blanche to roam. Many of us headed 

for the stables, where a lovely lady talked us through the horses in their stalls. They have a small venture 

breeding Suffolk Punches, an endangered breed. The youngest, Daisy with her foal, was not on display, but we 

saw two others, magnificent beasts, and two other horses. In the gardens, which are maintained by Mrs Hall, we 

were served a traditional NGS tea, with a magnificent array of cakes, tea, coffee and soft drinks – more than we 

could finish off! In between cups we could see the herd of British White cattle, the donkeys, the ducks, and 

generally marvel at the quietness, although so near to motorways and the City of Reading. The gardens were 

ideally laid out with plenty of lawn but also lots of hidden areas and corners to sit in and enjoy different views.  

We left reluctantly, but with full stomachs; a very satisfying day out. 

 

(Photos: Jean Gray) 
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LAMBETH COUNTRY SHOW 15-16TH July 2017 
 

Over 100,000 people flocked to Brockwell Park to enjoy the delights of the city-based Lambeth 

Country Show. The Flower Zone this year occupied a larger space, to make way for the increasing 

support of the Royal Horticultural Society who made their debut last year. This year saw a rise in the 

number of workshops, talks and craft sessions on offer. The Flower Zone marquee remains the jewel 

in the Country Show crown – the large marquee buzzed throughout the weekend, with particular 

excitement around the eagerly awaited ‘Vegetable Characters’ which continued their political theme, 

focusing heavily this year on ‘Theresa Maize’ and the ‘D U Pea’. The queue was long and slow 

moving, and in spite of some volunteers’ valiant attempts to convince people to simply “come and 

have a look”, it continued throughout the weekend – apparently we are a nation who likes a queue!  

 

The particular highlight for me this year was the floral art – 

it’s only ever a small category, but I am always impressed 

by the skill and creativity that entrants bring to their 

exhibits. This year, I received an email from a concerned 

parent that the “under 16” category had been removed. 

Fortunately, I was able to convince her that her daughter 

could enter anyway, and after a short email exchange, I was 

told she had decided to design a floral exhibit for “Sporting 

Event” (classes 65-69) and depict rock climbing. It turned 

out to be a wonder – her display included Lego men, a rope 

and some beautiful roses, apparently kindly donated by the 

local florist. It seems I have a good eye – the judge awarded 

it a first prize, and best in show!  

 

The Flower Zone marquee is always amazing – it’s busy 

throughout the weekend, even when we aren’t open (but 

Lambeth decided we were and kindly opened the tent to the 

public without our knowledge) but the fantastic array of 

exhibits, from wonderful dahlias (Sue Wallace gets a special 

mention here – it was one of the flowers that was talked of 

most over the course of the weekend, and below is a photo 

for you in case you missed it!), beautiful roses, bounteous 

trough and basket arrangements, numerous cakes, crafts,                         

           Josie’s Rock Climb                          cacti, succulents, bonsai and, of course, outstanding veg! 

 

 

Last year, we were visited by a publishing house who 

interviewed some exhibiting LHS members for their book, and 

Sarah Plescia was interviewed amongst them. Sarah has 

exhibited for a long time, and has been fortunate to win 

consistently every year. This year she won “Best in Show” for 

her tray of vegetables (class 57) and was contacted shortly 

after the show by Waitrose Weekend magazine to do a 

telephone interview. The article will be appearing around 11
th

 

August, so keep your eyes peeled for a mention of the 

Lambeth Horticultural Society in there – we will soon be 

famous!                                                                                                        Sue’s dahlia  
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We were delighted this year to award Steve Ullah the Banksian 

medal. Many of you will know Steve for his amazing bonsai trees, 

which he exhibits with his son Robert. The Banksian medal is 

awarded by the Royal Horticultural Society to the winner of the 

largest total amount of prize money in the horticultural classes. 

The Mayor of Lambeth, Councillor Marcia Cameron, presented 

Steve with the award at a prize-giving ceremony alongside the 

other cup winners. Well done Steve! 

 

It goes without saying, this year, as every year, that the Flower 

Zone marquee simply couldn’t happen without the tireless work 

of the LHS committee, with Tony as Chair and the amazing work 

of the volunteers who give their time so freely over the weekend. 

A particular mention should be made of Rosemary who worked 

non-stop throughout the weekend in the kitchen, tending to our 

every need and producing amazing brownies!  

 
         Sarah’s Vegetable Tray 

 

Every year, Lambeth throws us a ‘curve ball’ and every year we bat it back. This year was no different 

– increased security in the park and especially around vehicle movement proved challenging, but we 

managed to pull off another fantastic show – one of our biggest in terms of entrant numbers yet! 

Congratulations to everyone who participated and special thanks to Rosemary, all the volunteers and 

the LHS Committee. 

 
Matilda Smith 

  

MY COUNTRY SHOW  
By Charlotte (age 10) 
 
I collect cacti and succulents, and have entered 
some of them into the Lambeth Country Show 
‘Flower Zone’ competitions for the last two 
years and have even won a prize or two.  This 
year I decided to enter more categories than 
ever - ten in all - and thought I would have a go 
at flower arranging too. I liked the ‘Garden 
News’ category, because I had an idea how to 
use three terracotta pots in a design on the 
theme of garden restoration.   
To my amazement I got a first prize, and was 
lucky enough to win prizes for all my cacti and 
succulents as well. I even got more prizes than 
my mum did with her flowers!   
My grandparents came to the show with me, 
and it was lovely to go round the flower tent 
with them.  They, and my dad, have been 
coming to the show ever since it began.                                Charlotte’s “Garden News” entry 
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MAJOR PRIZE WINNERS AT THE LAMBETH COUNTRY SHOW 2017 
 
Award for best rose (classes 5-7)  Nick and Sarah Lomax McCusker 

Cup for best exhibit in cut flowers (classes 1-11) Valerie Lambert 

Rose bowl for best exhibit (classes 12-22) Angela Mitchell 

Shield for best exhibit in cacti and succulent classes (23-24) Valerie Lambert 

Lambeth Council Cup (class 33) Benedict Pizzoferro 

Cup for best exhibit in bonsai (classes35-42) Robert Edgar 

Cup for best tray of vegetables or salad vegetables (classes 57-58) Sarah Plescia 

Cup for best exhibit in vegetable classes (57-58) The Redingtons 

Cup for best exhibit in floral art (classes 65-69) Josie Donaldson 

Cup for best exhibit in children’s classes (75-80) Sam Noakes 

Cup for best exhibit in domestic classes (75-80) Sharon Rhys-Davies 

Cup for best exhibit in handicrafts (classes 81-85) Cas Baker 

Banksian Medal Steven Ullah 

 
THAT BOOK! 
RHS Great British Village Show: What goes on behind the scenes and how 
to be a prize-winner. 
 By Thane Prince, Matthew Biggs, foreword by Alan Titchmarsh 
Dorling Kindersley Ltd, 3 Apr 2017 - 224 pages 
RRP £20 hardback (but see below) 
 
With hundreds of country shows and fairs taking place across the UK every 
year, The RHS Great British Village Show reveals what goes on behind the 
scenes. Discover the weird and wonderful varieties of home-grown 

produce on display at village shows across the country as well as the stories of the growers, flower 
arrangers and home cooks. Interviews with judges, and organisers reveal their stories behind the 
shows including mishaps and triumphs.  
This book explores the wonderful British tradition of village shows and uncovers what it takes to win. 
It features official RHS guidance for preparing and staging over 100 different exhibits, all illustrated 
by authentic photography from real shows. This book also describes how to prepare and present 
with judging notes, showing how the judges score. 
From winning cake and preserve recipes with expert advice from 
Thane Prince, and top tips on everything you need to know to enter 
first-class fruit, vegetables and flowers for competition from 
Matthew Biggs, as well as a foreword by RHS Vice President Alan 
Titchmarsh, this book has everything you need to grow your way to 
winning entries. 
Many of the photos in this book were taken at last year’s Lambeth 
Country Show – and you will recognise several faces! There are 
articles by various local experts and entrants, including our own Tony 
Pizzoferro, Carol Pacifico and Sarah Plescia. 
                                                                                                                         
(Book details courtesy of RHS Publications- RHS offer price £17                 Tony, Matilda and Rhiannon                                           
Amazon e-book £6.99;  www.thebookpeople £6.99 hardback)                             with the book                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                            

https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Thane+Prince%22
https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Matthew+Biggs%22
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BETTY COX CORNER 
My garden at The Hut - update 
 

My guerilla gardening started when I had plants left over from the 

Bring & Buy Sale and planted them in the bare strip between the 

grass and the brick wall. Unfortunately they were strimmed! Not to 

be beaten, I then decided to dig up the grass. So in September 2015 

I began.  

Each week I dug up a strip of grass and planted whatever I had 

available. It is a very eclectic mix of plants and bulbs: no plan at 

all, and carried on all year. (see LHS Spring 2016 Newsletter, p 4). 

There are over 70 different types of plant and bulb, from the Bring 

& Buy, bought or from friends. At home I have some to go in 

during the autumn. Some will fill the gaps left after clearing the 

remains of a lovely drift of scarlet poppies. Lots of small-flowered, hardy geraniums were planted to fill space 

while other plants got established. However, they have done so well that the others are hidden! So in the 

autumn I will clear another small patch and move the geraniums, to the benefit of all of them.  

The soil is very good but full of rubble, so has been difficult to dig. Luckily I’ve only had to dig deep for a 

couple of shrubs. The people I meet at The Hut all say how they like the garden. There has been some   

vandalism -  last year the single spike of acanthus was taken, and the worst was this year when the echiums in 

full height and flower were destroyed. 

The garden has more than exceeded my hopes. It starts in spring with crocuses and daffodils, and the white 

daisy never seems to be out of bloom. With such dense planting weeds are hardly visible and so it is nearly 

maintenance–free. A small square raised bed nearby has  lavender, rosemary and low pink ground-cover 

geraniums. I hope others like the garden as much as I do, and may be encouraged to copy the ideas.  

Betty Cox 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

Talk: MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE, ONE STREET AT 
A TIME by Jason Prentis, 28th June 2017 
Jason is the Communications, Education and Outreach Team leader for 
Veolia, a multinational company who look after Lambeth’s street cleaning 
and rubbish disposal.  
He impressed us right away, not only by his IT and presentation skills, but 
also by his warmth and humour. In a job which requires managing teams 
of workers, and also recruiting local people to help start and, more 
importantly, maintain street projects, he seems to be admirably qualified.  
 

He started with the Lambeth Community  Freshview project. The council are aware of inner city problems 
such as antisocial behaviour and isolation, and the “broken window” effect – graffiti and rubbish dumping, if 
left neglected, attracts more, and local neighbourhood respect goes down. The remedy is to engage local 
people to help in identifying areas that need work, and then to maintain the improved surroundings. One of 
the most successful methods is to clean up an area of neglect, then build planters from scaffold boards, and 
plant them up with Veolia Progrow Compost (made from local recycled waste) and plants which are donated, 
bought or provided by sponsors. A team of residents then maintains them. Jason built a planter for us (see 
picture). They can be made much bigger, or joined in a row. (The instructions will appear on our website in 
“Links”).  From the photos we saw these green corners seem to be very successful. 
We also heard about the Street Champions project, which involves local people, from each street ideally, 
encouraging their neighbours to reduce litter and waste, rather than have the council organise ever-increasing 
collection and disposal, and to improve community relations. There are now 600 Street Champions, who use 
posters, painting, and street parties to encourage participation.  
Jason revealed to us layers of council activity that we never knew about, and the good results were very 
heartening. 
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COACH OUTING: WEST GREEN HOUSE 
GARDENS, HARTLEY WINTNEY, HAMPSHIRE 
Saturday 8th July 2017 
 
Once again we Lambethans were lucky enough to have 

a lovely sunny day for our trip. Hartley Wintney is 

supposed to be one of the best places to live in England, 

and certainly the surrounding countryside was very 

beautiful – and quiet.  

We travelled down bosky lanes for some time to reach 

West Green House (not open to the public), which is 

owned by the National Trust but leased to Marylyn 

Abbott, and Australian garden  designer and Chelsea 

Flower Show medallist.  

                    West Green House 

 

The estate has had a chequered history. The manor house dates from the 1720s, built for General Henry 

“Hangman” Hawley, who led a cavalry charge at Culloden in the 1745 rebellion, and subsequently committed a 

series of brutal atrocities. His descendants lived at West Green until 1898, when the Playfair family took over.   

They employed an Arts & Crafts architect to remodel the house front and design new gardens. From 1904-1939 

Evelyn, Dowager Duchess of Wellington lived at the house with her cousin. They continued to perfect the 

garden. The house was finally left to the National Trust in 1957.  

 

During the 1980s Lord McAlpine leased the house, and had an architect design a collection of follies, 

ornaments, bird cages and garden buildings in classical styles. These add a lot of interest to one’s circuit of the 

gardens, especially the water garden and the large water feature at the top of the hill above the moon gate. 

 

In the 1990s things went downhill for West Green. A bomb (thought to be IRA) badly damaged the house and 

the garden was left to decay. The house was on the verge of demolition, but the NT decided to repair it and sell 

it on a 99 year lease to someone who would revitalise the whole estate.  

 

Enter Marylyn Abbott; she has restored and redeveloped the gardens, 

so that now one can walk round them in a series of circuits, 

discovering new features as one goes – dragons, bridges, fountains, a 

large lake with an island, grottos, temples, and a lovely walled 

garden which includes a well and a potager.  

 

Marylyn has also introduced Country House Opera, which has been 

running since 2000, developed with the help of Sydney Opera House 

into a major event held in a specially built glass-sided garden 

auditorium. This year’s productions, held in July, have been Un ballo 

in maschera (Verdi), Rita (Donizetti) and Die Entführung aus dem 

Serail (Mozart). Because of the opera setup, we were not able to 

walk round all of the garden, and unfortunately several of the water 

features were not running because of the prolonged lack of rainfall.  

 

It was late in the afternoon, as we gathered by the café to lick ice-

creams, that someone discovered the greenhouses. “Greenhouses” is 

a bit of an understatement. The large U-shaped structure was a 

veritable fairy-tale palace decorated with plants, flowers, greenery, 

climbers, grapes – used for weddings and other entertainments, with 

its own catering facilities and seating, this was a wondrous venue                     The Moon Gate 

which filled our last moments there with true pleasure.                                                                        
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Dates for 2017  
  
August 23rd        Talk: More secret London gardens  Colin Jones needs no introduction.  He will draw  
                             upon his vast knowledge of gardens and  huge slide collection to lead us round more             
                             gardens on our doorsteps that we probably haven’t come across 
 
September 2nd   LHS Late Summer Show, St Luke’s Church (Saturday – open to the public 2pm) 
 
September 27th  Talk: Mediterranean plants; why buy from abroad?  Iain Pentney runs Classiflora   
                              Imports and is responsible for the purchasing and selling of Mediterranean plants.   
 
October  25th     LHS Prize-giving and Social 
 
November 22nd  Talk: Restoration, Renovation, Reworking  Guy Deakins will give us an illustrated  
                              guide on how to approach a garden of historical importance. How can we preserve   
                              and restore our national heritage? 
 

Please see the Newsletters, the website, the monthly email news calendars, 
or enquire at The Hut for information about upcoming talks. 

 
Talks take place on the fourth Wednesday of every month from April to November inclusive, 

at The Old Library Centre, 14-16 Knight’s Hill, London SE27 0HY 
 

All talks start at 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm) and finish at 10pm. 
Entry is free and non-members are welcome! 

 
The Shows will continue to be held at St Luke's Church, Knights Hill, West Norwood, 

for the foreseeable future. 
 
 

LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 

LHS website address: www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  
Chair 
Tony Pizzoferro 
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way, West Norwood 
London SE27 9HR                   Phone: 020 8761 5543 

Show Secretary 
Bob Tydeman 
58 Gipsy Hill, London SE19 1PD 
Phone: 020 8766 6438 

Secretary and Membership Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith 
32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 
Phone: 020 8244 9317 
Email: secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

Outings Organiser 
Brendan Byrne 
10A The Pavement, Chapel Road,  SE27 0UN 
Phone: 020 8761 5651 
Email: brendan.byrne1@tiscali.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor  
Val Hunn 
33 Boughton Avenue, Hayes, Bromley, Kent BR2 7PL 
Phone: 020 8402 0433 
Email: valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com 

Trading Secretary 
Eveline Cragg 
8A the Woodlands, Beulah Hill, London SE19 3EG 
Phone: 020 8771 4311 
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TRADING HUT 

 
The TRADING HUT is well stocked for the autumn – prices are competitive and the advice is free!  
See below for the autumn plant sale! And don’t forget those autumn bulbs. 
Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree Grove (off Lakeview Road, Knights Hill, London SE27) 
Opening times: 
Saturday: 2.00pm – 4.30 pm   (last customer 4.15) 
Sunday:  10.00am – 12.30pm (last customer 12.15) 

Closed Saturday 2rd September – Late Summer Show (St Luke’s Church, from 2pm) 
 
AUTUMN PLANT BRING AND BUY SALE! 

  

30th September/1st October, 7th/8th October 2017 

We are repeating this event as it has been a big success for the last two years. This is an ideal time to 
divide plants that have grown into large clumps and need splitting and replanting, or to pass on 
those which didn’t fit in with your garden plans. 
So come and donate, then choose some new plants for next year’s display. 
If you don’t come you will never know what bargains you missed! 
 

CHRISTMAS CLOSING AND NEW YEAR OPENING DATES! 

 

Last day open before Christmas – Sunday 10th December 2017 
Spring reopening – Saturday 17th February 2018   
 

The volunteers wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year – and look forward 

to helping you with your Christmas shopping! 
Always popular are the pre-planted baskets of bulbs, 

keep a couple handy for those unexpected Christmas gift 
 needs; and every gardener can use another pair of gloves! 

 

Don’t forget the Late Summer Show on Saturday 2nd September! 
Have a look through your photos and see if you’d like to enter the classes: 

 

(Prints up to A5, mounted on card or paper) 

2 Coloured prints – “Before and After” 

1 Print – “Landmarks” 

. 1 Print -  Any subject maximum size 7” x 5” 

 

The Show Schedule is enclosed with this newsletter, or can be seen on our website and 

at The Hut. Enter something you haven’t entered before – you may win a prize! 

 
(Articles and photos in this issue are by the Editor unless otherwise stated) 


