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Editorial 
 
As I write this, the snow has gone, the sky is nearly blue, and the 
sun is struggling to come out; but the garden – oh dear….. what a 
mess. The lawn is spattered with worm casts, the Stipa gigantea is 
lying in the pond, the lavatera is flat on the ground, the rat has been 
pulling stuff out from beneath the compost bins despite the metal 
grid, and under the bird table….well, best not to look too closely. 
However, I am cheered as always by Helen Yemm’s pragmatic 
advice – don’t clear up too much, as new growth needs protection 
from the inevitable bad weather yet to come. Just get on with 
pruning your climbing roses and vines. 
There have been positive benefits from the snow, apart from its 
intrinsic, if ephemeral beauty, in the form of visiting migrant birds, 
particularly the beautiful thrush relatives, the fieldfares and 
redwings. These have been stripping the cotoneaster of berries and 
the crab apple of fruit. I’m so glad I didn’t make crab apple jelly. 
As you will see from the following pages, the Society has had 
another successful and enjoyable year. The social events, outings, 
garden visits and talks have been varied and well-patronised; the 
Hut has been supplying members with a huge range of goods at 
competitive prices, and free advice; we had three very successful 
shows, and have tempted some new entrants into the classes; we 
have been out and about with the RHS (p6); and best of all, 
Rhiannon has returned to us! 
Society events do not happen by magic – they represent hard work 
by our volunteers; so we would like to thank most sincerely all those 
who have contributed to the society’s success in 2009. If you would 
like to help out in any capacity in 2010, please let us know. 
I am indebted to my co-writers on this publication over 2009 - Betty 
Cox, Antony Glaser and Jean Gray; and our benighted gardening 
correspondent up in the Pennines, Audrey Luff. If you think we 
have it hard down here, read her letter (p10-11), and give thanks that 
we live in the south!  
It is always good to receive contributions, so thanks also to 
Rosemary  Dawson (p14) for her account of summer in her Dulwich 
garden. It is amazing how much wildlife can live in a suburban 
garden if the habitat is suitable – and perhaps even the seemingly 
undesirable elements are part of a bigger, balanced picture of 
Nature’s devising. Lindsay Wright, on p13, shows us how we can 
make our gardens more friendly for insect wildlife, which can help 
us out in our efforts to swing that balance just a little more in our 
favour.                                                                                   
Val Hunn 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS – IMPORTANT! 
 
The Society is always looking for ways to provide a better service to the members. Now that 
we are aware that a large proportion of our members have access to e-mail and the internet, 
we are considering the introduction of some new technologies in an attempt to enhance the 
service, cut costs and help save the planet by reducing the consumption of paper! Peter Day, 
our webmaster, has suggested the following: 
 
The first change we would like to try is a monthly e-mail as a reminder of Society events 
taking place in the month ahead. This will list opening days and times for The Hut and details 
of special sales or events. The e-mail will also give brief details of shows, talks, open gardens, 
coach outings and any other special events. 
We hope this ‘calendar’ e-mail will serve as a useful reminder of the events organised for the 
members. 
 
We already have e-mail addresses for many members and will use those for the first calendar, 
which will be sent in February 2010. If you think we do not have your e-mail address, or it has 
changed, please send an e-mail to calendar@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk with the word 
‘subscribe’ as the subject and giving your name and address. 
 
If you would rather not receive this monthly e-mail please send an e-mail to 
calendar@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk with the words “No Thank you” in the subject line 
and with your name and address and we will immediately remove your e-mail address from 
our records. 
 
The second change which we are considering is to give members the option of not receiving 
a physical copy of the newsletter and other LHS leaflets, ie the Spring and Autumn Show 
Schedules, the Open Gardens leaflet, and the Coach Outings leaflet and booking form. 
Production and postage of these is a considerable cost and uses large amounts of paper and 
envelopes.  
We will, of course, continue to have the newsletter and other leaflets printed and 
distributed to any member who wants them, in which case you would continue just as 
before; but we are inviting members who would prefer it to receive them electronically.   
 
You would receive an e-mail with a link to the newsletter and other leaflets on the website 
where you could read them on-screen, in glorious colour, or print one or more or all pages 
yourself. To become an electronic subscriber simply send an e-mail to 
newsletter@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk.  
 
You will still receive a numbered membership card to show at The Hut and the Open 
Gardens. 
 
We hope that you will consider these ideas and decide which plan suits you best – stay as 
before, or go electronic! 
 
Whichever way you decide, it would be immensely helpful if you could indicate it in the 
appropriate places on the membership renewal/joining form opposite. If you join or rejoin 
at The Hut or one of the talks, you will be asked to complete a renewal/joining form so that we 
can keep our records accurate.  
 
Thank you in advance for your co-operation and patience! 
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THANK YOU, FROM RHIANNON! 
 
This is to say thank you for all the cards, letters and messages 
of goodwill I received during and after my dramatic (!) 
hospitalisation last summer. They have been much 
appreciated. I am recovering steadily and look forward to 
seeing you at the AGM – snow permitting! 
 
  
                                   Rhiannon inspecting the vegetables at  
                                   the Summer Show, September 2009 

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 
 
For most members this will be the last newsletter covered by your 2009 subscription. 
Membership is due for renewal from January 2010. You can do this by post (in which case please 
enclose a small stamped self-addressed envelope for your membership card); or in person when 
The Hut reopens on Saturday 13th February 2010; or at one of our talks.  
 
The subscription, which entitles you to shop at The Hut, visit our Open Gardens and book onto our 
Coach Outings, is still excellent value at £5.00! 
 
PLEASE be sure to use the form below when renewing. 
�� -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

LHS Membership Joining / Renewal Form 2010 
 
I wish to join/renew my membership of the LHS. I enclose £5.00 cash/cheque (payable to LHS) 
 
Title……… First name…………………………..Surname……………………………………………….. 
  
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………….Postcode……………………………………... 
 
Telephone…………………………………….Mobile………………………………………………………..  
 
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
If you would like to receive the  newsletter and other leaflets ELECTRONICALLY,                                    
                                                                                                                      please tick here ……………… 
 
If you would like to continue receiving the newsletter and other leaflets BY POST,                       
                                                                                                                             please tick here …………….. 
 
If you are a couple at the same address paying a subscription each, would you like ONE or TWO newsletters 
by post? (Please circle) 
 
Lambeth Horticultural Society (LHS) un dertakes not to disclose your details to any third parties. The 
information provided here by y ou is for LHS use only . 
 

Please return to: Rhiannon Harlow Smith, 32 Chatsworth Way, London SE27 9HN 
(Please enclose small s.a.e. for membership card) 
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COACH OUTINGS  2010   
  
Just a note to thank you all very much for your support in 2009 and for your feedback and suggestions. Enclosed 
with this newsletter is our programme of outings for 2010.   
The dates and destinations have been listed on our website, so I must thank all those who have enquired or 
emailed applications. It does show that our website works to bring in business and bring us closer to each other. 
However, as it is stated on the website, applications can only be accepted on the official application form, due to 
insurance reasons. The Outings leaflet with application form is enclosed with this newsletter mailing. Please book 
as soon as you can when you receive the newsletter to avoid disappointment.  
 
We have selected a number of interesting gardens as usual, some which you have recommended. Many of you 
have asked me to have an outing to a garden centre, as you don’t have your own transport. Our outings include 
Beth Chatto Gardens, which has an excellent garden plant sales section; Wickham Place Farm, which has a lot 
of unusual plants; and Waterperry Gardens, which has too many to talk about! 
Many of the gardens we are visiting stipulate that we let them know the numbers visiting 14 days in advance, and 
we have to pay for that number regardless of cancellations. Please be sure to pay for each outing at least 14 
days in advance, as otherwise it is difficult to make a refund for last-minute cancellations if we cannot find a 
replacement. 
As you appreciate, prices have increased. All gardens have put their prices up and the cost of hiring the coach 
has gone up considerably. We are still very reasonable compared to other tour outings in our area.   
 
You may also be interested in the following tour which is being organised by Janine Wookey on behalf of The 
National Gardens Scheme on Monday 15th February  - Snowdrop Tour to Lodkin, Pembury House and Gatton 
Park; lunch at the Jack and Jill Inn in Surrey. Cost £90. Pickup will be near Victoria Coach Station. Contact 
Janine 0208 6931015 
 
I will be organising garden tours combining lunch for my equestrian group to Gravetye Manor, William 
Robinson’s garden, Rosemary Verey’s garden and Raymond Blanc’s at Le Manoir in Oxford. If you would like 
details of any of these, please email me or telephone. Prices will be about the same as the NGS tours. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all again in 2010!                                                                         Brendan Byrne 

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership form for 2010 is on the other side 
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LHS OPEN GARDENS SCHEME 2009-10 
 
One of the great joys of this scheme is the willingness with which members volunteer their gardens for 
other members to visit. This year we are delighted to show five new gardens, ranging from a tiny herb 
balcony to a gigantic one-third of an acre! We can also revisit Geoff Gent’s famous bonsai garden, 
where he grows his consistently award-winning specimens. 
Our thanks are due to all these garden owners, and the best way to show our gratitude is to visit them! 
Let’s keep our fingers crossed for good weather, and look forward to all those plants, teas, cakes and 
good company. 
The Open Gardens 2010 leaflet is included with this mailing. 
 
Please remember that these gardens are only open to LHS members and their guests, and the 
member in each visiting group must show their membership card – don’t forget to renew! 
 
In 2009 we were very lucky with the weather, rain only falling on Simon and Georgina Cooke’s hosta 
evening, perhaps appropriately for the hostas. All the garden openers were, as usual, knowledgeable 
and hospitable. Owners and visitors all had some very enjoyable afternoons, chatting about plants, 
sitting in the shade with delectable refreshments, and all within a few miles of central London. 
 

                                      
 

                                                 
Clockwise from                               
bottom left:  Paul,  
Diana, Simon, Kate  
And Fran, around  
Martin’s lovely 
garden 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We raised over £400 for the LHS’s coffers, for which the Committee would like to thank everyone 
concerned – their hard work is appreciated. In addition, thanks to the generosity of visitors and the 
owners themselves, the following charities also benefited - Autism Ltd, St Christopher’s Hospice, All 
Saints Church Pipe Organ Fund, and Sound Minds. Some owners donated all extra monies to the 
LHS, for which we thank them. 
 
We hope to see lots of members enjoying visiting these diverse gardens in 2010 – and if you would like 
to open your garden in 2011, I’d love to hear from you! (contact details on p15) 
 
Val Hunn, Open Gardens Co-ordinator 
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RHS DIG-TOGETHER DAY,  Tuesday 1st September 2009 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) wrote to the LHS Committee, inviting all affiliated gardening 
clubs and societies to hold an event or activity of their choice, for the launch of the RHS Dig-together  
Day. This was designed to raise awareness, and increase the profile, of gardening clubs and their 
activities around the UK.  
We registered our Summer Show (see p8) and also participated in the launch event on September 1st in 
St James’s Park, Westminster. This was a village fete-inspired celebration, in and around St James’s 
Park allotments, where local gardening clubs could showcase their horticultural talents, pass on 
invaluable advice and encourage the park’s visitors to give gardening a try –literally getting their hands 
dirty! 
I thought that we could have a table advertising gardening in South London, in particular Lambeth, the 
LHS and our lovely convenient Hut. I love handicrafts, and we had a large amount of new terracotta 
plant pots, ideal for creative people who love to paint.  
Barbara Maycock assisted me, and with Val Hunn helping on the day we manned 2 tables in the 
marquee. One table, inside, held a display of gardening information, leaflets, books, LHS publicity and 
a display of photos of the LHS’s glorious past, prominent members featured with royalty and 
celebrities.  
Our painting section was positioned safely in the open air (luckily it didn’t rain until the very end). We 
had lots of pots and paintbrushes, paints, and protective shirts (courtesy of Emmaus, Knight’s Hill). 
Painting was very popular with the young children, some very young indeed; three teenagers also had a 
go, but, alas, no adults! While the painted pots, which were all very creative, were drying, the adults  
took their charges to see the beautiful Shire horses, and to look at other stalls.   

On returning to claim their beautiful pots, each 
received a pot-full of compost, and the choice 
of a daffodil bulb, a runner bean or a Mother-
of-thousands houseplant to grow in it. They 
were invited to give a donation, and to write 
their name on our list – we collected 35 names, 
and had a very enjoyable day! 
Afterwards, Barbara and I seized the 
opportunity to investigate the “Allotment in the 
Park”, where I did some watering! The 
allotments are destined to stay for a certain                
number of years, then be cleared away, and re-
created in another park. Even Buckingham                   

 Eveline and Barbara with happy pot-painters                         Palace is now has its very own allotment. 
I want to thank our Committee for giving us the opportunity to participate in this event. It is great to be 
seen, and to be in action. 
I also want to thank Rachel Coogan, Development Executive (Community Horticulture) for RHS, and 
her trusty team for doing a grand job of providing the support and organisation of the whole day, for the 
marquee, bunting, bag of compost, the gorgeous Shire horses, and lots more. 
Eveline Cragg, Trading Secretary 
 
SAD LOSSES for the gardening community 
2009 unfortunately saw the loss of three of this country’s best-known gardeners. Pamela Schwerdt, 
one of the famous “Sissinghurst ladies”, died in September, aged 78. More on Pam in the next issue, in 
connection with Waterperry Gardens – also one of our coach outing destinations this year. In October, 
Fred Whitsey died aged 90. He wrote for the Daily and Sunday Telegraphs for many years, giving 
sensible, down-to-earth advice to thousands of home gardeners. Then on New year’s Eve, John 
Cushnie died suddenly, aged 66 – we will miss his wonderful humour on Gardeners’ Question Time. 
We are fortunate still to have access to their wisdom and advice by way of their books and articles. 
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COACH OUTING: INGATESTONE HALL and WICKHAM PLACE FARM 
Saturday 12th September 2009 
 

It is not often that a coach-load of Lambeth 
residents decides that they would like to up sticks 
and move to Essex; but this happened when we 
arrived at Ingatestone Hall, half an hour early, 
and were greeted with great warmth by the 
manager. He led us down the avenue of limes, 
under the gatehouse, and into the outer court of 
this Tudor mansion. The mellow red brick hall 
with mullioned windows and stepped gables, 
owned and lived in by the same family since 
1539, the encircling gardens, the hospitality - all 
combined to make the visit one of the most 
pleasant that we have ever experienced. William 
Petre bought the manor in 1539, in the reign of 
Henry VIII, and despite the family being Roman 
Catholic, they managed to hold onto the manor 
and their heads, by a mixture of pragmatism and 
charisma, through all the intervening reigns to the 
present day. The current incumbent is The Hon. 
Dominic Petre, son of the 18th Baron. 
We were given a guided tour of the house, and 
walked in admiration through the Stone Hall 
(panelled, with portraits); the Drawing Room 
(panelled, with antlers); the Study, with priest’s 
hole: the Main Staircase, with another priest’s 
hole; the Old Kitchen, still with its huge fireplace 
and spits; the Dining Room, with 17th century 
tapestries. Up the spiral staircase in the tower 
were His Lordship’s Bedroom, Dressing Room, 
and Queen Anne Room with family portraits. The 
Long Gallery, where exercise could be taken in 
inclement weather, is 95 feet long, housing many 
religious items, and the Baron’s state robes of 
scarlet and ermine. 
In the grounds, a huge stew pond, which once 
provided fish for the house, is surrounded by trees 
and stately Gunnera. The tranquil walled garden 
has a formal pool and rose beds. The Nut Walk is 
of hazel and cob, and the trees include acers, 
Catalpa, Davidia, cedar, weeping willow, copper 
beech, and a mulberry. Magnificent horse 
chestnuts were dropping brilliant conkers.  
This was a glimpse of life in a bygone age, but 
with pictures, maps, photographs and letters of the 
family, showing how the house has developed up 
to the present day. We were loth to leave.  
Betty Cox/Val Hunn 
 
Moving on reluctantly, we arrived at Wickham 
Place Farm and were welcomed by Judith 
Wilson, who gave us the perfect reasons to 
explore her garden.   
The garden is 2 acres, its prominent feature being a 
single 252-feet Wisteria sinensis. It took 15 years to  

reach that length, and it is one of the longest in the 
country. There are another 5 wisterias and many 
roses that cascade from the walls into wide borders 
bursting with shrubs, perennials and bulbs. 
Altogether there are over 70 borders, the majority 
within the garden walls. In the south-east of the 
garden there is a black mulberry that is thought to 
date from the early 1700’s.The Italian stone folly, 
outside the walled garden, next to the tennis court, 
dates from 1996 replacing 16 rotting poplar trees. 
720 box plants provide a patterned floor, inspired by 
a visit to the late Rosemary Verey’s garden. There is 
a natural pond, with a large carp. Up to now 70 
species of birds have been recorded in the garden 
and woods. A visit to the 12-acre woodland was a 
must - Judith explained that after the great storm of 
1987 she walked through the woods and scattered 
handfuls of Cyclamen hederifolium, which have 
now naturalised, making areas in the woods a sea of 
colour. We had also noticed colchicum and ferns 
perfectly punctuating the dappled shade. Wonders 
have clearly been done, as she has only 8 hours of 
gardening help a week. 
We had noticed her plant sale, so before tea (and 
delicious cakes) was served it was purchase time. 
She apologised that the selection was sparse, due to 
the recent volume of visitors. Only later did I realise 
the plants all came from her walled garden and 
woodland walks area, and were either propagations 
or grown from cuttings. For our group the cyclamen 
from the woods and potentially 8 feet high white 
Lobelia tuba were hot sellers. I liked the Euphorbia 
mellifer (honey spurge) and the majestic yellow 
evening primrose. Hellebores, kniphofia and 
dicentra, were available. Larger plants included 
cornus, rhododendron and rheum.  
Rabbits are quite prevalent and there were rabbit-
proofing schemes, wiring the gates in the Walled 
Garden, and rabbit-resistant box in the Knot Garden. 
Myxomatosis had been cruelly evident this year and 
had decimated their population, although Judith 
thought they would be back next year. 
A visit to a nearby wooden railway viaduct was 
suggested. It  has recently been restored and is the 
only one in the United Kingdom which survived Dr 
Beeching's axe of the Witham-Malton railway line - 
its 14 mile network is now a nature walk. Many of 
us found the time to visit this historic site. We will 
return in May, with Brendan’s first LHS trip, where 
the plant sale will be 10 times bigger with many 
unusual varieties promised. The bluebells in the 
woods will be another highlight. The wisteria will 
be out of this world! 
Antony Glaser 
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LHS SUMMER SHOW: Saturday 5th September 2009 
 
Despite a typical old-fashioned English spring and summer – wet, cool, and not overly sunny – a terrific 
range of produce was on display. There were plenty of entries in nearly all classes, and it was good to see 
some new people entering. The show this year was registered with the RHS as our entry event in their Dig-
together Day promotion, designed to raise awareness, and to increase the profile, of gardening clubs and 
their activities around the UK. We hope that some new visitors came to our Show via this endeavour. 
 
In the vegetable section, a close-fought battle went on between the Young and Old Pretenders to the 
Vegetable crown, Val Hunn and Mary Upstone. After several years of rivalry, Val managed to wrest the 
Lambeth Cup, for the collection of 4 kinds of vegetable, from Mary. Mary fought back by winning the Eric 
Hunt Challenge Cup for most points in the vegetable section, despite Val having thought she had dealt a 
body blow by gaining the National Vegetable Society’s medal for best vegetable exhibit (runner beans). 
Mary then pipped Val to first place in the LHS Top Tray (collection of 3 kinds of vegetable), and Val could 
only get second place there. Honours were fairly even at this point, but when Mary won the fruit section best 
exhibit and the Worshipful Company of Gardeners Cup, Val could only grind her teeth in fury, as birds had 
pecked her apples, which were not placed. Battle resumes in 2010! 

 
John Reed again proved he was the tops in growing chrysanthemums 
and dahlias; Brendan Byrne showed his skills as a hanging basket 
expert and plantsman; Ben Pizzoferro showed a winning collection of 
houseplants and cacti, taking the Banksian Medal for most prize 
money. Vera Hazzard won the Turton Trophy for Floral Art; Dot Yates 
scooped the Lambeth Trophy for most points in the Domestic section; 
for Geoff Gent the Les Cooper Cup for flowers was a snip; Frances 
Stewart sewed up the Handicraft section with a wonderful embroidery, 
“Home Sweet Home”, of the houses she has lived in. Louise Jackson 
snapped up the Photographic trophy, and Francesca Garton Adams 
folded her way to the Children’s section trophy.  
 
The day passed in a happy blur of visitors, teas, raffle, and discussion of 
the exhibits – another very successful show. Roll on the Spring Show on 
10th April 2010! 
 
  
 
 

Turton Trophy winner 
 
Our thanks to Bob Tydeman, Show Secretary,  
for once again taking a lot of time and effort to 
organise a smooth-running and thoroughly 
enjoyable show.  
 
A full list of trophies awarded and presented at the 
Prize-giving and Social can be seen on our website:                                 
www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk                                 
                                                                                         Home Sweet Home! 
 
                                           
The LHS LIBRARY SERVICE  is a free  service for members! 
It holds a wealth of knowledge with regards to gardening, which is currently available on-site as a reference 
book for a quick glance, or for borrowing. 
However, will those members who have borrowed a book please ensure they return it in the New Year!   
Garden book donations are still very much welcomed. 
The LHS Library will be open on Saturdays and Sundays at the same hours as the Trading Hut from 
February 2010. 
Finally, I’d just like to thank members for their continued support of the LHS Library – it’s been very much 
appreciated. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!                                                                  Mavarine Du-Marie, Librarian
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PRIZE GIVING and SOCIAL: Wednesday 28th October 2009 
 
One way of gauging the success of this event is by observing that it is not only the prize winners who attend! 
There is always a good crowd present, and this year was no exception. 
The Mayor of Lambeth, Chris Wellbelove, presented the prizes – he is a keen supporter of the LHS. Our 
Chairman, Tony Pizzoferro, announced the prize winners, and the ceremony took us up to the refreshment 
interval. Unfortunately a few prize winners were unable to attend due to ill-health or other commitments – 
Brendan Byrne’s prizes were collected by Antony Glaser, and Mary Upstone’s by Dot Cutbush. 
 
A good spread of food, with tea and coffee, was organised downstairs by our Catering Manager, Mrs 
Margaret Marchant (to whom we all give thanks), assisted by Dot Cutbush, and a number of washing-up 
volunteers, for whose services we are always grateful. 
 
The second half of the evening consisted of a quiz, the questions read out in stunning declamatory style by 
Philip Spedding. There was great inter- and intra-table rivalry, which was great fun, and I’m sure somebody 
won something, but that wasn’t the point of the event! 
The evening finished with a bumper raffle, everyone having had a very good time. 

Val Hunn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clockwise from bottom left: Dot, Val, John, Ben, Vera, Geoff and Louise (centre) receive their trophies from 
Chris Wellbelove, the Mayor of Lambeth  

************************************ 
 
“[The Show proved] to be a great success with raised amounts of entrants and new participants. 
There was a high standard of entries and a great crowd of people to enjoy the show. The 
delicious refreshments attracted many customers and the competitive, anticipating atmosphere 
for show positions among contestants was, as always, in the foreground, as were the raffle 
prizes…..even I placed several of my creations for the very first time in this show, which then 
became a more involved and exciting way of being there. I encouraged some of my friends to 
participate, five did and one of them won the Cup for Best Handicrafts Exhibit……”          
Eveline Cragg, Trading Secretary 
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LETTER from our NORTHERN 
CORRESPONDENT 
 
Dear Friends, 
I was sure I was going to write this letter in 
October, then I was certain of doing it in 
November and now here it is in December with 
Christmas looming. 
This time round I feel the lines from the 
hippopotamus’s song best suits the situation – 
“Follow me, follow, down to the hollow and 
there we will wallow in glorious mud”. It has 
rained, dear Lord how it has rained! Not for the 
first time I am glad we are up at the top of a 
steep hill, but the garden is level so everything 
got soggy in the spring and has remained so 
ever since. Even the stepping stones I put on 
the paths have sunk below the level of the 
ground, so have a skim of mud on them.  
Getting down the stone steps to the garden is as 
thrilling as wild-water rafting! We only had 
188cm from December last year, but there were 
so few dry days from April onwards (we had a 
couple of dry spells in March and April) that 
the garden never dried out. We seemed to have 
some rain falling daily even if it was simply 
overcast and damp. Everything with leaves on 
has grown huge, but nothing wanted to flower 
so the only fruit to give a good crop were the 
Japanese quinces. Pears, apples, all the berries 
and currants just did not happen. Light levels 
were too low for the tomatoes.  I had high 
hopes for them as, in addition to the Minibell, 
Gardeners Delight and Tumbler I had grown 
other years, my penfriend in Illinois had sent 
me seed of one called Black Prince and a 
yellow tomato which I think was Golden 
Sunrise. I put the Minibell and Tumbler in my 
hanging baskets on the terrace and one in the 
greenhouse, and I did get a tiny crop from these 
and others I kept in the greenhouse and in some 
plastic greenhouses. It sounds grand – 3 
greenhouses – but the plastic ones were small. 
One was a ‘seed-house’ type with 4 shelves, 
which I removed for the tomatoes, and the 
other just fitted over one of our raised beds. 
The plants grew mightily but the only one to 
give me anything was one of the Black Prince. 
Very curious these, instead of going green they 
were almost black and then ripened to a very 
dark red. I have a tiny pinch of seed left so I’ll 
try them again this year. I am determined to get 
a decent picking of my own tomatoes – they all 

flowered well but not until late 
October/November which is useless of course. 
The broad beans, peas, runner beans and 
French beans were like the tomatoes, all leaves 
and no flowers so no crop.  Potatoes did quite 
well, we tried them in potato-buckets this year, 
but the onions and garlic did not get enough 
sun so stayed small. There are some winter 
cabbages and sprouts coming along now. 
The flower garden results were very mixed – 
we had a great deal of late snow and very hard 
frosts but when it finally warmed up the 
various bulbs put on a good show, as did the 
early shrubs like ribes and magnolia, but the 
summer flowers in the garden were not happy 
although the frequent showers kept the pots on 
the terrace flowering prodigiously. There are 
even a few begonias and nasturtiums in flower 
out there now! A fairly new blue hydrangea 
loved the wet, and that too is still in flower 
alongside my big (I really had no idea they got 
so big!) Viburnum bodnantense which began in 
late September and is loaded with blossom 
now.  
We have had some very wild winds again and 
in January we not only lost two of our old 
elderberry bushes in the field hedge which 
were blown into the field, but also one of our 
bonsai stands which Ken made up for me on 
one of those picnic tables with the attached 
benches. This latter was a real blow as, on 
investigation, the wood had rotted too much to 
repair so it means a complete rebuild. It goes 
without saying that the windbreak fence had to 
be repaired a number of times. Both January 
and February were so cold with frost, snow and 
gales that we scarcely got out of the house, let 
alone do any gardening, so we really had to get 
moving in the following three or four months. 
The very bitter weather ‘saw off’ some of my 
shrubs, ones which had survived several 
winters here already. I lost an aucuba, two 
hebes, two ribes, several young hardy fuchsias 
which were in pots on the terrace, a couple of 
roses and lastly my big Rosa ‘Canary Bird’ of 
which I was very fond.  
Ken and I had intended to join a group going to 
Hodsock Priory in February to see the 
exceptional display of snowdrops growing 
there but the weather was so bad the trip had to 
be cancelled.  However we did visit the Spring 
Show in Harrogate from which I brought a few 
small heathers.  Very restrained for once! We 
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also paid a return visit to Manor Heath Park to 
see the spring display of flowers and have 
another look at the tropical plants in the big 
hot-houses there. 
In the late spring our neighbour on the other 
side of the drive decided to have three-quarters 
of his garden excavated to a depth of about 12 
feet to give him a big paved yard outside his 
kitchen (the house is built into the hill so the 
garden rises up from the house). The work 
went on for 8 weeks or so whilst the stone 
walls were dismantled; the soil and boulders 
were excavated and removed; the new walls 
put in to hold up the drive, the remainder of the 
garden and the neighbour’s house and garden 
on the other side; the paving done, and the 
stone walls along the drive rebuilt. I will leave 
the noise and mess created to your 
imaginations but suffice it to say we went out 
as often as possible in that time. For one thing I 
could not bear to witness the total destruction 
of my small flower bed along the side of the 
drive at the top - when the builders were not 
driving their massive vehicles over it they were 
jumping on it as they got in and out of the 
driver’s cab! 
In our wanderings we visited Golden Acre Park 
in Leeds. I had wanted to visit this park for 
many years but had been told it was difficult to 
get to so we had been to other parks in Leeds 
instead. Howeve, it turned out to be very easy 
so long as you caught the somewhat infrequent 
bus. It started off as a much bigger ‘pleasure 
ground’ but is now still quite a size.  Half of it 
is on one side of the main road and is a nature 
reserve with lakes and wild areas, and the half 
we went to has a smaller lake, a splendid 
walled garden which is run as a model kitchen 
garden, extensive flower and shrub areas. The 
park has a national collection of hemerocallis 
and hostas which were going strong the day we 
were there. At one time the RNRS. ran their 
northern trial-ground there. This is no longer 
the case, but there is still an impressive 
collection of roses. 
We also held three of our U3A Garden Group 
meetings in other members’ gardens which was 
very enjoyable, and had trips to Ripon and 
Southport. Ripon we had visited before and 
enjoyed it enough to go again but we had not 
been to Southport apart from a very brief visit 
to the big Southport Show some years ago. We 
could have done with better weather so that we 

could have gone to the beach, but all the same 
we found an enormous lake, apparently the 
largest man-made lake in Europe, with gardens 
all around it so we explored that instead. There 
was also a return trip in June to Burnby Hall 
Gardens. The carp were as bold as ever and the 
water lilies in full flower, not to mention great 
displays in the flowerbeds.   
August saw the departure of next-door’s 
workmen (although he is planning to install a 
swimming pool when a further 6ft has been 
excavated out- what fun!!) so we completely 
rebuilt the flower bed and filled it with new 
plants and bulbs for the spring. This month the 
trip was to Buxton, a very pleasant town with a 
nicely laid out park featuring a large orangery 
built along the length of the opera house 
building which adjoins the park. 
 In September we joined a small tour group and 
went to the Lake District for 5 days. Somewhat 
incredibly we had five fine days during which 
time we visited a good part of the Lake District, 
including all the places so recently flooded. I 
feel so very sorry for all those people affected; 
it somewhat dwarfs our problems! 
Now we are wrapping up the garden for the 
winter. I am half-way through turning out the 
greenhouse and getting all the glass washed 
and making room for pots of the smaller bulbs, 
primulas and alpines. Pots of lilies and rooted 
cuttings of shrubs etc. have been tucked into 
the cold frames. Our son-in-law came and 
helped Ken get a new covering on the garden 
house roof (not before time, it blew off in 
September 2008!).  The fuchsias, geraniums 
and hanging baskets are in the garage along 
with bowls of bulbs to grow on and come 
indoors and the empty spaces left on the terrace 
are now filled with big pots of daffs and tulips 
etc. for the spring. The permanent residents of 
the terrace eg hardy fuchsias and acers are 
wrapped in horticultural fleece. There is still 
plenty for us to do in the way of pruning fruit 
trees, roses and shrubs so we have our fingers 
crossed for a few more workable days before 
the hard frosts set in. 
By the time you read this Christmas will be but 
a memory, but both Ken and I wish you all a 
happy New Year and good gardening in 2010. 
 
Audrey Luff, 7th December 2009 
Queensbury, Bradford, Yorkshire  
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Talk: NATURE RESERVES and WILDLIFE GARDENING 
by Rebecca Clark and Reuben Ha wkwood, 23 rd September 2009 
 
The Trust for Urban Ecology was founded in 1976 by Max Nicholson and a group of conservationist 
volunteers who set up Britain’s first urban ecology park, the William Curtis Ecological Park, on a derelict 
lorry park at the southern end of Tower Bridge.TRUE’s plan was to establish wildlife areas on derelict 
land and bomb sites, to promote community spirit and ownership. These basic tenets are still carried on 
into the nature parks created since William Curtis Park was returned to its owners in 1985. TRUE set up 
basic principles for Council Parks Departments to follow. 
There are now three TRUE parks in Southwark (Lavender Pond, Stave Hill and Greenwich Peninsula 
Ecology Park) and one in Upper Norwood (Dulwich Upper Wood) - all have many functions; training 
venues, demonstration of techniques; running courses in eg tree-felling, coppicing. Schools and 
educational groups visit, and corporate events are hosted to raise income.  
The speakers concentrated on two sites – Lavender Pond, and Stave Hill. 
Lavender Pond was created in 1981 in the northern part of the former Surrey Commercial Docks, on the 
site of the former Lavender Pond, a timber pond. This was filled in when the docks closed. In 1981 the 
old Pumphouse was made sound – it is now an educational museum, and the nature Park was created, 
bringing back open water, marsh, meadow, reed bed and trees. It was designated a Nature Reserve in 
2005, and has won the Green Pennant award for the last 3 years. The birdlife includes swans, herons and 
cormorants; there are carp, eels and invertebrates; the reeds, cut in February, are used on site to make 
fences, hides and tepees. 
Stave Hill Ecology Park is a 5.2 acre area of grassland, woodland, scrub and wetland on the site of Stave 
Dock, in the centre of the former Surrey Dock. Local people, many living in housing built  on the docks 
sites, have grown up with the park, and help keep it tidy. Meadows have butterflies, moths, bumblebees, 
grasshoppers, some rare spiders, and slow-worms. In the woodland are silver birch, trembling poplar, 
hornbeam and oak, with an understory of bluebells, honesty and aquilegia.   
All TRUE’s sites aim to provide a new habitat for urban wildlife, which ecologists can study; offer city 
residents, including children, the chance to enjoy and learn about nature; and demonstrate the value of 
“creative conservation”. 
For details of access and opening times, see TRUE’s excellent website:  www.urbanecology.org.uk 
Val Hunn 

******************************************** 
 
Talk: FLOWERS IN SEASON by A udrey Hammond,  25th November 2009  
Audrey gave us the privilege of seeing slides of many of her paintings. They were all of immense detail, 
whether flowers or views. The flowers were complemented by their containers and the other items in the 
arrangement.  
Keen to get people painting, she showed how a rough watercolour splash can be very effective. She 
thinks that beginners should not be nervous, but be bold with paint and colour. 
She showed how she paints white flowers (Cosmos) on a pale ground by filling in a little, and how a vase 
of berries and leaves on a patterned carpet merge in together. Using bowls of fruit on a yellow tablecloth 
with leaves, she showed how different the yellow looks with reddish fruit, or with quinces in a blue bowl, 
or quinces in a white dish. A window in the Lake District was framed by flower-patterned curtains,  the 
deep sill holding a box, vase and fruit, while outside it was wild, the washing blowing, branches rattling. 
Audrey likes to put a story into her paintings for the viewer to find.  Many other examples , showing 
picture composition, lighting, and colour combinations followed, all a testimony to her talent. 
After the refreshment break, during which paintings, prints and cards could be bought, Audrey gave us a 
practical demonstration of watercolour painting. Using a potted pansy as a subject, she showed how 
merging colours and a few brush strokes were all she needed to miraculously give life to the flowers. We 
also saw personal sketch books, pictures of the inside of her studios, and the types of paper used.  
It was wonderful to see her talent used to bring beauty to those who see her work, or are lucky enough to 
own one of her paintings. 
Betty Cox /Val Hunn 



 

LHS Spring 2010 Newsletter                                                                                                                                             Page                                                                                            
                                                                                                       

13                                                                                                                            

WHY BUILD AN INSECT HOTEL? 
 
All of our gardens provide habitat for a wide range of living creatures and can provide a home for up to 
2000 different species of insects. Many of these can help us to control the pests that eat our flowers, 
fruit and vegetables. By providing the correct habitats we can greatly increase the number of beneficial 
insects in our gardens and provide a home to those that are in decline. 
 
An “insect hotel” is a structure made entirely from recycled materials, such as wood, discarded pallets, 
old terracotta plant pots, dry leaves, bark, straw, hay, bamboo and dried grass. Each section of the 
hotel is filled with different materials that provide an excellent habitat for a wide range of insects.  
 
You can choose what you put in your hotel, but here is a list of suggestions: 
  
Dead wood – this is essential for the larvae of 
wood-boring beetles and the crevices under the 
wood attract centipedes and woodlice. 
 
Straw, hay and grass – provides a safe 
hibernation site for many insects to burrow into. 
 
Terracotta plant pots – amphibians also need a 
frost-free place to spend the winter, and old plant 
pots provide the cool, damp conditions that are 
loved by frogs, toads and newts.  
 
Dry leaves – these mimic the forest floor where 
many insects make their home. 
 
Bamboo canes – of different diameters provide 
homes for different-sized insects including the 
lacewings and hoverflies. 
 
Make sure your hotel has lots of crevices,                          
nooks and crannies for the insects to climb  
into to keep warm in winter or for hibernation.                                                                              
                                                                                                        Insect hotel by Lindsay Wright 
Where to site your hotel 
Choose an even surface and a firm base. Most insects like cool, damp conditions so try to site your hotel in semi-
shade. Putting the hotel close to a hedge or pond will make it easier for the small creatures to find.   
 

How to make a hotel  
You will need a saw, wood, hammer, 
screwdriver, nails and glue – or some of 
these. 
Simply cut your wood to the required 
size (depending on the size you want) to 
make the sides and back. Fit shelf 
supports (if you have several pieces 
these can be joined by the shelf 
supports). Glue, screw or nail together. 
Cut shelves to suit and fit verticals. 
Install to create “rooms”. Add a roof, 
making sure it is weather-proof. I use old 
roofing felt.  
Put out and wait for the benefits! 

  Kate Daly’s wildlife wall (See Open Gardens 2009) 
Lindsay Wright 
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CHRISTOPHER LLOYD EXHIBITION at the GARDEN MUSEUM 
 
Garden Museum’s Spring/Summer Exhibition for 2010 is Christopher Lloyd: a life at Great Dixter. 
 
Celebrating the life and work of “Christo”, one of the great characters of British gardening, the 
exhibition promises to be ideal for those with an enthusiasm for gardening and historic houses. 
Bringing together personal objects from Christopher’s home at Great Dixter, recollections and stories 
from his friends and colleagues, his writing and gardens, the exhibition will be the first major 
retrospective on his life and work since his death in 2006.  
 
The exhibition runs from April 1st 2010 
 
Garden Museum                                       Admission – Adults £6 
Lambeth Palace Road                                                   Senior Citizens £5 
London SE1 7LB                                                            Art Fund members £3 
020 7401 8865/8869                                                      Children under 16,   
www.gardenmuseum.org.uk                                          full-time students, carers, free 
Open daily 10.30am – 5pm except closed the first Monday of each month 
The Garden Café, on site, serves home-made vegetarian food and cakes. 
 
Forthcoming spring events (for details, please see website) 
Sunday 28 th February  – “Grow Your Own” potato and vegetable seed fair with Pennard Plants 
Wednesday 21 st April  – opening of the Auricula Theatre – a display of show auriculas designed by the      
                                        Dowager Marchioness of Salisbury. Pop’s Plants will be in residence. 
Sunday 25 th April  – Spring Plants & Gardens Fair with over 20 specialist nurseries. 
 
 
SUMMER 2009 IN MY GARDEN, DULWICH 
 
For the first time the blue tits used the bird box up in the tree and raised a family, and the great tits too 
raised several families, flying around all together, especially when settling down at dusk. I saw the baby 
robins, balls of fluff with speckled breasts, take their first expedition from a nest in the laurels. They 
dropped down to the ground from the trellis, poor things, and then got up on the garden table to wait to 
be fed. Unfortunately the sparrow hawk used to come in the quiet afternoon and pick off the young 
birds from the nut feeders, swooping down from the huge horse chestnut tree at the bottom of the 
garden. The green woodpecker comes most lunch times to peck at the ants on the lawn. 
The bumblebees were busy early on and I hoped for another nest but it seemed to get washed away in 
some of that early heavy rain. The honeybees feed on the cotoneaster buds in the spring, making quite a 
hum. I hope the blackbirds and thrushes will come back in the autumn to eat the red berries.  
There were plenty of small butterflies, mainly holly blues and commas. It was wonderful to see two 
painted ladies on the Buddleia alternifolia early one evening, and they were seen in several nearby 
gardens; but most exciting was the tiger moth resting outside on the window pane, sheltering from a 
shower, and my neighbour came in and took an excellent photograph. 
 
During the hot spell at the end of June, two stag beetles appeared at dusk, flying around the terrace like 
two sailing ships in the sky. 
The pigeons ripped the young crab apples off the tree (so no jelly!) and the four magpies pecked at the 
heavy crop of pears, ruining most of the fruit. Now, the squirrels are busy burying their conkers in the 
lawn. 
 
Although I read that the cold winter snowy spell would kill off the leaf-miner disease on the horse 
chestnut trees, it seems to have made no difference, as again the leaves soon became discoloured, 
curling up and turning a horrid shade of rusty brown. When the moths hatch out, the whole area is full 
of tiny golden flying insects for weeks on end. 
 
Rosemary Dawson, October 2009 
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Dates for 2010 
 

February 13th     The Hut reopens (Saturday and Sunday – see p16 for opening hours) 
 
March 24th          Annual General Meeting  If you have any questions for discussion, please send them to  
                           the secretary beforehand, for inclusion in the agenda. 
 
April 10th             LHS Spring Show (Saturday) 
 
April 28th            Talk: The Dry Garden  Mr Hilary Newman (Lecturer and Horticultural Consultant) 
                           Coping with the trend towards a milder, drier climate, what to consider growing,   
                           and which materials can help ameliorate potential drought conditions.    
 
May 26th             Talk: The Edible Garden  Chris Smith (Award-winning nurseryman, of Pennard Plants) will  
                           discuss growing edibles in the flower garden, ornamental plants which have edible uses,   
                           and making the best of companion planting. 
 
June 23rd            Talk: Seeds of Italy  Paulo Arrigo (Seeds of Italy) will talk about the seeds (which we sell   
                           at The Hut); and their recipe books and soaps which will be on sale at a reduced price. 
 
July 17th/18th       Lambeth Country Show? 
 
July 28th             Talk: Around the World in 80 Gardens  Colin Jones (Judge and Lecturer in Horticulture)                 
                           will follow the seasons through the gardening year, at home and abroad.   
 
August 25th         Talk: Bees  Bob Jackman and Mary Slater make a welcome return to talk about all things  
                            buzzy. If we’re lucky, toast and honey may be served in the interval! 
 
September 4th     LHS Summer Show (Saturday) 
 
October 27th        LHS Prize-giving and Social 
 
 Talks take place on the fourth Wednesday of every month from April to Nov ember inclusive. 

For the full list for the rest of the year, please see the Summer 2010 newsletter. 
All talks take place in the Nettlefold Hall at the West Norwood Library Centre  

at 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm) 
Entry is  free and non-members are welcome! 

 
 

LAMBETH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 
 
LHS Website address: www.lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
Chair 
Tony Pizzoferro 
Flat 2, 1 Chatsworth Way 
West Norwood 
London SE27 9HR  

Show Organiser 
Bob Tydeman 
58 Gipsy Hill 
London SE19 1PD 
Phone: 020 8766 6438 

Secretary and Membership Secretary 
Rhiannon Harlow Smith 
32 Chatsworth Way 
London SE27 9HN 
Phone: 020 8244 9317 
secretary@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk  

Outings Organiser 
Brendan Byrne 
10A The Pavement 
Chapel Road, London SE27 0UN 
Phone: 020 8761 5651 

Publicity Officer   
Heather Forsdick  
87 Edward Road 
London SE20 7JS 
Phone: 020 8778 4439 
Email: stevensmary4@yahoo.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor 
Val Hunn 
33 Boughton Avenue 
Hayes, Bromley, Kent BR2 7PL 
Phone: 020 8402 0433 
Email: valerie.hunn@ntlworld.com  
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TRADING HUT 
 
The TRADING HUT reopens on Saturday 13th February 2010, when you will find it well-stocked with 
all your spring gardening needs. 
On sale will be many pots of a wide variety of bulbs, ready for flowering, at keen prices and capable 
of being planted out later. 
Don’t forget Valentine’s Day , February 14 th – we are cheaper than the florists! 
 
Cedar Tree Close, Cedar Tree G rove (off Lakeview Road, Knigh ts Hill, London SE27)  
Opening times: 
Saturday: 2.00pm – 4.30pm (last customer 4.15) 
Sunday:  10.00am – 12.30pm (last customer 12.15) 
 
SALE DATES  
 
BRING & BUY SALE: 17/18th, 24/25th April 2010 
Bring all those potted-up cuttings that you haven’t got room for – and buy something that suits your 
space! Vegetable plants will be especially welcome. 
 
BEDDING PLANTS SALE: 1/2nd, 8/9th, 15/16th May 2010 
Patio plants, vegetables, roses, tender perennials, annuals, hanging basket materials – everything you 
need to get the gardening year off to a flying start. 

    
THE LHS   

 
STILL  

 
NEEDS 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

 
AT THE HUT!  

           
 

 VOLUNTEERS  WELCOME ON SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 
The Hut is the Society’s chief source of income, and is used by many members who take advantage 
of the competitive prices and wide range of stock. However, it only runs on the goodwill of its 
volunteer helpers – and we always need more! 
If you would like to join the happy band of volunteers at The Hut, for one day a month, one weekend 
a month, or any other permutation, please call in at The Hut, or contact our Secretary, Rhiannon 
Harlow Smith, on 020 8244 9317 or enquiries@lambethhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
 

******************************************** 
Why not enter the LHS Spring S how on Saturday 10 th  April 2010?  

Have a look at the enclosed Sc hedule. You could enter your daffodi ls, narcissi, hyacinths, 
foliage plants, succulents, tr oughs; have a go at Floral Art ; or maybe show off some of th at 

fruit jam or jelly, or bake a cake? You’ve got to be in it t o win it!  
(and it’s fun anyway)  

 


